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R.A. Redman -
Plumbing & Heating Englneers\ ¢

- 3
Family run business | 50 years experience

P

* New Boilers

* Gas, LPG & Oil Boiler Servicing
* Repairs & Installation

* Central Heating Systems

* Bathrooms & Kitchens

* Under Floor Heating

* Power Flushing

« Disability Installation

\

EVaillant

UFirebird

For more info or a FREE quote call: 023 80 476 340

Email: contact@raredman.co.uk
Website: www.raredman.co.uk

R.A. Redman

Plumbing & Heating Services

A. H. Freemantle, providing outstanding services
to families throughout Hampshire for 163 years

* Trustpilot
[k |k [k |k | |

Funeral planning specialists, in both prepayments
and simple expressions of wishes.

Home appointments throughout the Meon Valley
or visit us at our Droxford premises, run by husband
and wife team, James and Kate Keen.

Botley 01489 876546 o Titchfield 01329 842115 e Park Gate 01489 885525

. & VILLAGE STORES

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables

Local Real Ales, Wines & Spirits
Local Fine Meat

Newspapers & Magazines

Fresh Coffee & Cappuccino
Local Ice Cream

Dry Cleaning & Laundry
Banking & Postal Services

Wide Range Of Gluten Free Food Pet Foods
Fresh Local Artisan Breads Logs, Kindling & Coal
Vegan Foods ¢(/ Local Plants
Handmade Cakes Postal Services
Local Honey A Seeds & Compost
Sandwiches - Stationery, Cards & Gift Wrap

Please come and have a wander around; we may be small
but we are bursting with local and delicious produce, plus
what we do not have we will try to source for you - just ask!

MILK STATION - 24/7
Delicious fresh local Milk from Meonstoke Dairy Cows, morning, noon & night
Contactless Card payment and Cash (Coins only))
l@' SHOP: Monday - Saturday: 6.00am - 5.30pm n
Sunday: 7.00am - 12 midday
POST OFFICE: Mon - Fri: 9.00am - 5.30pm & Sat: 9.00am - 12.30
www.meonstokepostofficeandvillagestores.co.uk

OPENING HOURS:

)YOADYE...
)

There is no legal obligation to hold a funeral service at all plus it’s
not an easy topic of conversation, but most families should have a
discussion, at some point, to decide on what sort of funeral they
would prefer. It might be a very brief conv ersation at the pub ‘I
would rather be buried or cremated’... or even ‘I really don’t care,
I won’t be around’ but at least it’s a start.

Do not underestimate how many times we hear from bereaved
families that they have been left no instructions. Funerals,
broadly speaking, fall into three categories of religious, less
religious and non religious. Whatever your religion, the customs
and traditions of a familiar structured service can offer great
peace of mind in your place of worship. Non or ‘less’ religious
funerals have edged away from the ‘very traditional’ emphasising
the life of the person. Either service has flexibility to add
personal touches such as musical or spoken tributes.

For more information on low cost funerals, Green Funerals,
Burials at Sea and advice on the many crematoriums available
throughout the South of England please contact us for impartial
no obligation advice.

Tel: 01329 842115 or Email: mail@ahfreemantle.co.uk

James Keen

Managing Director
A. H. Freemantle Ltd

www.ahfreemantle.co.uk
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We have a second major award to report for our villages!

In the last issue it was congratulations to the people of Droxford for their
untiring voluntary work in the community, rewarded by being recognised as
“Hampshire and Isle of Wight Best Small Village 2023” by the Hampshire
Association of Local Councils.

Now we learn we have the second best pub in the whole of England, namely
the Shoe in Exton. They have received the Silver award in VisitEngland’s “Pub
of the Year 2023,” being pipped to the Number One Gold spot by the Blind
Bull at Buxton.

Well done, Patrick and Annabel and the team! We’re on a roll. What will we

win next? lan Gilchrist, Editor
07785 951063
Email: thebridgeeditor@gmail.com

THE BRIDGE is delivered free to 830 homes in Meonstoke, Exton, Corhampton and Droxford at the start of the
months of February, April, June, August, October and December. If you are responsible for village activities, diaries
and schedules, please email your write-ups to the Editor. Copy in Microsoft word is preferred, rather than PDFs
which can sometimes present layout problems.
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PARISH CONTACTS

Please note: local telephone numbers have the prefix 01489

RECTOR: The Benefice currently has a vacancy.

Please contact the Churchwardens as necessary,
until a new incumbent is appointed.

DROXFORD
Churchwarden:
Colin Matthissen

Vice Chair: Jeff Hooper

877867
877406

Secretary: Position vacant
Treasurer & Gift Aid Secretary:

Harry Martineau

Organist: John Martin
Verger and Sacristan:

James Matthissen

877213
877385

877867

Deanery Synod Representative:

John Symes

AERIAL & TV
SERVICES

Denmead Aerials 40
ANTIQUES

Droxford Antiques 6
BUILDERS &
PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
Startox 40; JT
Carpentry & Building
40; R&G Gamblin
35; Steve Such
Property
Maintenance 6
CABINETRY

Cramer Bespoke 41
CHIMNEY SWEEP
Oliver Chimney
Sweep 32; Waltham
Black 40
COMPUTERS
Computer Problems
Solved 37
COSMETIC
PROCEDURES

Lash Extensions by
Lizzie B 35; Saddle
House Medi-Spa 39
CURTAINS & BLINDS
Curtain Making &

877643

When contacting an advertiser please say you saw it in The Bridge.

Alterations 10; The
Hampshire Shade
Company 36
CYCLING

Common Rider
eBikes 38
DOMESTIC
APPLIANCE REPAIRS
Shawyer Domestic
Appliance Repairs 37
DOMESTIC
SERVICES
Advanced Clean 12;
Sarah’s Doing
Doings 14; Nice &
Neat 35
ELECTRICIANS
Chase Farm
Electrical 33
ESTATE AGENTS
The Country House
Company 41
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

A.H. Freemantle 2;
Richard Steel &
Partners 8; South
Downs Funeral
Service 12
GARDEN,

ASSISTANT CLERGY: Rev'd Canon Anthony Hulbert 878289

LICENSED LAY MINISTERS: Reader: Cathy Mathews 877804
Reader emeritus: Pauline Quarendon 877392

MEONSTOKE WITH CORHAMPTON
Churchwarden: Angela Peagram 878725
Secretary: (via Churchwarden).

Treasurer: Position vacant

Gift Aid Secretary: lain Gammell

Organists:

878162

Meonstoke: Position vacant
Corhampton: Richard Martin 07590 042197

Sacristan: Karen Ellis

878619

PRESHAW

Coordinator: Position vacant

EXTON

Churchwarden & Secretary:

Richard Pepys

878035

Treasurer & Gift Aid Secretary:

David Frere-Cook

877838

Organist: Richard Martin 07590 042197
Sacristan: Position vacant

Roman Catholic (Bishop’s Waltham): Fr Bruce Barnes 890947

For information about Baptisms and Funerals, please contact the Churchwardens in the first instance. For weddings, please contact
the Weddings Co-ordinator, Sue Wells, on sjwells@meonwood.co.uk or 01329 834130.

LIST OF ADVERTISERS

LANDSCAPING &
FENCING
Greenbuild
Landscapes 34;
Meon Valley
Mowers 35; Pimp
My Paddock 44; RJS
Fencing 31; The
Tudor Gardener 33;
TM Landscapes &
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WGS Tree Services
39

GLASS & GLAZING
Fareham Glass Ltd
14; Leydene Glass &
Glazing 39
HANDYMAN &
DECORATING
Andrew Smyth 33
HEATING,
PLUMBING & OIL
B. Eastman
Plumbing & Heating
Ltd 8; G. Rixon Ltd
44; Mark Oliver
Plumbing & Heating
14; R.A. Redman
Plumbing & Heating
Ltd 2

HOLIDAY
ACCOMMODATION
Wallops Wood
Cottages 12

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
Droxford Interiors 8;
Hampshire
Bathroom Design 44
JEWELLERS

Simon Lawson
Jewellers 37

LEGAL & FINANCIAL
SERVCES
Chamberlains
Solicitors 10;
MacDonald Oates
LLP 38; Nicholas
Ridge Tax Expertise
37

LIFE COACHING
Alison Bailey Life
Coaching 32

LOGS

RL Landscapes 34
MOTOR SERVICES
Andrews Autosource
6; Auto Brite Smart
Repairs 32; Hill
Valley Garage 10;

Taylor’'s Garage 31;
Upfront
Automotive 33
OPTICIANS
Saxby’s Eyecare 36

kP In

Mark & June Mason
14; Oliver’s Painting
& Decorating
Services 34;
Topcoats 37

PETS

Katie’s Pet Parlour
6; The Dog Room
16

PICTURE FRAMING
Petersfield Framing
Studios 40

PILATES & YOGA
Love Your Yoga 32;
Pilates with Aplomb
10

PRINTING &
STATIONERY

Green Dove Paper
Art 38; Studio 6
Design & Print 16
PRIVATE CAR HIRE
Hambledon Cars 16

PUBS & BREWERIES
Bowman Ales Ltd
38; The Bucks Head
31; The Shoe 14
RIDING &
EQUESTRIAN
Merrie Stud Riding
School 35; Shedfield
Equestrian 36
SCHOOLS

The Valley Preschool
35

SHOPS & STORES
Meonstoke Post
Office & Stores 2
STORAGE

Barn Store 16
SWIMMING POOL
MAINTENANCE
Total Pool Care Ltd
10

TENNIS

Hazelholt Indoor
Tennis 41
THATCHING

E J Goodall Master
Thatcher Ltd 39
TUITION

Sally Keighley Music
Tuition 6

To advertise in The Bridge please contact David Neale: bridge.advertisingmanager@gmail.com 01489 878541
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ON REFLECTION

What risks are you prepared to take?
Drink too much? Smoke too much?
Not take any exercise? Ignore your
troubled neighbour?

| have been pondering on the issue of
risk since Canon Anthony Hulbert
read to us, a few weeks back, a poem
entitled “God With Us” by Edmund
Banyard, the charismatic minister of
the United Reformed Church in
Stowmarket.

The poem talks of the love of God
“which risks all in reaching out to us”
with a vulnerable baby born in a
stable. “God came to break all
barriers down.”

If we Google “Jesus and Risks” we
find Artificial Intelligence also has
something to say about the risks
Jesus took in his life, starting out as a
carpenter, with “calloused hands
whispering of sawdust and sweat,” a
“humble man who sparked a

Thank you for your donations!

The Churchwardens of the Parishes of the Meon Benefice would like
to say a huge Thank You to you all for your kind donations in 2023.

First, our thanks for all the

wonderful toys which you collected

for homeless children in the
Portsmouth area.

These were blessed by the Bishop
of Portsmouth at the Toy Service

and Patronal Festival in St Andrew’s

Church in December (see Page 9)
before being taken to the Roberts

Taking risks

revolution, not with weapons or
pronouncements, but with something
far more radical - love.”

And loving fiercely meant taking
risks: Befriending the ostracized -
lepers, prostitutes, tax collectors -
and whispering hope into their
tattered lives; and sharing meals with
Samaritans, the sworn enemies of his
people, and blurring the lines of
prejudice with every mouthful.

The parable of the Good Samaritan is
one of the best-known passages of
Scripture. Jesus tells us, through the
parable, who our neighbour is. The
neighbour, in the parable, is a
Samaritan Jew who, believing in a
different site which God chose for his
dwelling, from that of the mainstream
Jews, became the “sworn enemy”
referred to by Al.

Centre in Portsmouth to be
distributed to the children.

You also donated £300 at this
service to the Bishop’s

Nevertheless, the Samaritan came to
the rescue of the stripped and beaten
traveller, when others had ignored
him. Our neighbour, we understand, is
the person who comes to our aid,
risking their own safety. Our
neighbour is the person who cares for
us and shares with us what they have,
regardless of our differences.

Banyard implores us to respond to
the love of God by taking risks “in
reaching out to others. Risk being
misunderstood; risk having our
overtures rejected.”

Can we love that neighbour who
thinks differently from us? Are we
prepared to take risks for a God, who
loves us unconditionally? A God who
will help us all to survive life’s
setbacks and hardships? A God who
brings peace and hope to the world?

Angela Peagram, Meonstoke
Churchwarden

Lent Lunch

St Andrew’s
Church
Meonstoke
Wednesday
28th February

12.30 to 14.00

Discretionary Fund, and another
£470 to the Roberts Centre at the
Carol Service on Church Green
(page 11) by buying wooden
ornaments for the lovely tree.

Thank you... thank you... thank you!

From the Churchwardens of Corhampton and St Andrew’s Church,
Meonstoke; St Mary and All Saints, Droxford; and St Peter and St Paul,

Exton.

www.bridgechurches.org.uk

All Welcome
To a Simple
Lunch
In Aid of
The Bishop’s
Lent Appeal
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STEVE SUCH

Property Maintenance and Repair
Interior and Exterior Decorating

QUALIFIED CARPENTER
GUTTERS CLEARED
NO JOB TOO SMALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 07725 575 892

Sally Kei‘%h(eyﬁﬂiow

Music Teacher and Academic Tutor

thusic Tuition

Adults & Children = Music Theory Piano, Cello, Flute & Recorder

Gdueational Support
Primary Extra Help - All Subjects ' 11+, Common Entrance
Adult Education = Patience Guaranteed

Covttactvite
Sally Keighley B.A., Cert.Ed., Dip.Mus.
T: 01489 877983 M. 07342 965955
E: sally.keighley@hotmail.co.uk W: www.sallykeighleytuition.com

Andrerws HAdosouece

Quality Cars, Carefully Selected...

T ® O

Low Mileage Cars at Sensible Prices

"o' 'vF ID® ‘0‘."

Trading Standards Approved and Recommended

GOOD CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH

NOW at Bramdean Garage,
Bramdean, Alresford SO24 0JU

Tel: 01962 732995
Mobile: 07811 041 653

www.andrews-autosource.co.uk

AS¥" 7

DROXFORD
ANTIQUES

€
y

Urgently Wanted
ANTIQUES

of all Descriptions

Antiq

T: 07973 551 519
E: mark@droxfordantiques.co.uk

17 AN ] >
se call Mark or Mary

Call or email us at
07889968923
info@katiespetparlour.co.uk
Or find us online at
www.katiespetparlour.co.uk

Forestglade, Winchester Road, West Meon,
Petersfield, Hampshire, GU32 1JT
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We welcome Rev’d Andy Davis
as our new Priest-in-Charge

Following the report in the last issue of The Bridge, the Rev'd

Andy Davis has now arrived as the Interim Priest-in-Charge, to
lead the new grouping of the Meon Valley Parishes of
Swanmore, Exton, Meonstoke and Corhampton, Droxford,
Hambledon, Soberton and Newtown.

Andy will be based in Swanmore but will spend time initially
getting to know and understand how all the parishes work in all
their different ways by working alongside Church wardens and

PCCs.

Let’s give Andy and his family a warm welcome and every

support!

Andy writes:

| once spent some time as an Asda Chaplain, and wore a very
bright lime-green jacket with a big badge saying, ‘Happy to Help!

That would be my simple message to everyone in the Meon Valley
Parishes: it is not my style to give orders or tell others what they

should be doing. | am simply “happy
to help.”

| am so looking forward to working
with the clergy, Readers, PCCs,
churchwardens and the many, many
others who already serve so
faithfully in all the parishes.

| aim to come alongside in friendship
and mutual support, rejoice in what
you are doing, and learn from all of
you!

Initially, | will need to focus on taking
services at Swanmore (because part
of my role is being their incumbent)
but that will be alongside those who
have been faithfully ministering and
taking services there in recent times
and who will — [ am sure — continue
to be actively involved.

As far as the other parishes are
concerned, | would prefer to
(gradually!) come along and
experience services (with the

Andy is a Meon Valley boy,
born and raised in Shedfield.
He went to Secondary School
in Swanmore and did A
Levels at Price’s College in
Fareham.

After being ordained in
Portsmouth Cathedral he
served as a curate in
Alverstoke, as Rector in
Bishop’s Waltham and
Upham, and as Vicar of Christ
Church and Holy Trinity
Church in Gosport before,
most recently, being Priest-
in-Charge of Bramley in the
Guildford Diocese.

express agreement of the person
officiating) so that | can get a feel for
what you do, and honour those who
are already leading your services.

B I

But | would of course be very open
to invitations to be involved with any
particular parish services or events!

Rest assured, that | have no
agenda, and there is no “secret
plan.” | am determined to honour all
the churches and their particular
traditions, and take plenty of time to
get to know the customs (and
quirks) of each.

| firmly believe that if our various
church communities feel confident
that their identities and traditions are
being honoured, celebrated and
strengthened, it becomes much
more likely that they will be happy to
work more closely together and
benefit from sharing their strengths
and struggles.

I hold you all in my prayers, and |
look forward to (gradually!) meeting
everyone.
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PARTNERS

Incorporating THE FAMILY OWNED
Nigel Chamberlain FUNERAL DIRECTORS

& Partners for
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RICHARD
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& PARTNERS

BISHOP’S WALTHAM WINCHESTER ALRESFORD
The Gate House, Victoria Road, Alderman House, 12—14 City Road, 58 West Street, Alresford,
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www.steelsfunerals.co.uk
Available 24 hours
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How our own children brought
Santa to 22 less fortunate ones

Twenty-two children who had lost
their homes just before Christmas
had a slightly better Christmas Day,
thanks to a large collection of toys
donated by the people of Meonstoke,
Droxford, Exton and Corhampton,
with many of the donors being our
own local children.

In total, when transported to the
Roberts Centre in Crasswell Street,
Portsmouth, the toys filled up half a
Land Rover.

The Roberts Centre works with
families, children, young people and
vulnerable adults struggling with
homelessness or family breakdown,
and was able to pass the toys on to
eight families who had been moved
into temporary accommodation, after
being forced to leave their homes
just five days before Christmas,

CEO Carol Damper said, “We weren’t
told their individual circumstances,

but they could well have been
fleeing abuse, or had been evicted by
bailiffs.

“Imagine the distress! So much loss,
with the children not understanding
why they have had to leave their
home, nursery, school, family and
friends, and all compounded by the
fear and uncertainty of where they

TOP: A selection of the toys being
blessed by Bishop Jonathan and his
Chaplain, Rev Amanda Collinson, at
a special service in St Andrew’s
Church, Meonstoke, together with
some of the local schoolchildren
who helped collect them.

LEFT: Clive Bryant delivers the toys
to The Roberts Centre.

will end up.”

She added, "We were astonished by
everyone’s thoughtfulness and
generosity in donated the gifts. It
exceeded all our hopes. The Roberts
Centre can only care because you do,
so thank you all so very much!”

Meonstoke churchwarden Angela
Peagram said, “It was lovely to end
the year on such a heart-warming
story of kindness and generosity from
one community to another.”




BODY CONTROL PILATES CLASSES AHILLVALLEY

running on Wednesdays:

ILATES G ARAGE
Droxford Village Hall g -
: g. : witiy We are a small family run business who pride ourselves on
1.45 - 2.50pm - Mixed Ability e : :
oMb providing an honest and reliable service to our customers.
- - i e
Jubilee Hall, B‘Ism)p S Waltham @ Classes with an Servicing & Repairs for Cars & Light Commercial Vehicles
5.00 - 6.05pm - Mixed Ability experienced and fully

qualified teacher. Arranged MOTs for Cars & Light Commercial Vehicles

6.15 - 7.20pm - Improvers

@ Classes are limited to a

7.30 - 8.35pm - Intermediate/Advanced max of 12 students, so
booking is essential.

BPOIEI):K)'IETROSL @ k4 Good ° Online participation

Four Wheel Alignment

available.

P

’ Air Conditioning Servicing & Repairs P
’ Tyres A\
p

p

Diagnostics % Hill Valley Garage
Unit 1, Clayhill Farm

CALL PAUL sedseeons
07719 66 3514 5032 2FL

enquiries@hillvalleygarage.co.uk

wwwi.hillvalleygarage.co.uk

CHAMBERLAINS
| Y FAMILY SOLICITORS

We can help you with a wide range
of legal services including:

CURTAIN MAKING & ALTERATIONS

[ by Mary at Residential and Commercial

. DROXFORD ANTIQUES ; -

. High Street  Droxford  $032 3PA Conveyancing - Probate - Wills

J 01489 878800 Lasting Powers of Attorney

’ email: mary@droxfordantiques.co.uk

j Please telephone Mary or call in for professional help & advice Red Lion Street, Bishop’s Waltham SO32 1ST
Beautiful hand sewn curtains, blinds and pelmets made especially for you

’ Stockist of Kate Forman & Vanessa Arbuthnott Fabrics Telephone: 01489 896141

E Email: info@chamberlainslaw.co.uk

VO M AN S NN W L

The Swimming Pool Specialists

The One-Stop Shop for Building, Cleaning,
- Repairing or Maintaining your Pool or Hot Tub/Spa

Pool Construction Home & Commercial
Pool Cleaning & Maintenance Refurbishment & Repairs
Water Treatment Systems

Total Pool Care Ltd
o777 18 42 59 32
mfo@totalpoolcare.co.uk-

Total Pool Care Ltd'as a ‘company. be and are, gmsf effortsinlowerl) [ carbonfoolpdnmfﬁj' poolsin our care

r fut
an?ur‘ruture builds; W E l e w% / with our e emuemﬁmny, tre: an :Qe.ming sysfims.

www.totalpoolcare.co.uk -
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The Christmas festivities can seem a distant memory
in February, but the Carol Services held in our villages
were so well-attended and enjoyed they are
remembered as one of the year’s most anticipated
community events. Some of the villagers who helped
organise them recall the highlights.

After a couple of years of inclement
weather (rain and then sub zero
temperatures!) we were finally
blessed with a lovely mild and dry
evening for Carols on the Green.

The afternoon was spent setting up
the area at the back of St Andrew’s
Church ready to warm the mulled
wine and welcome neighbours,
friends and visitors.

There was a lovely buzz as people
started to arrive and chat to friends
old and new. Then, supported by
some enthusiastic choir members, we
started our first carol around the tree.

It was fantastic to see so many people
singing their hearts out by lantern
and torch light, ending with a rousing
rendition of “We wish you a Merry
Christmas” followed by mulled wine.

As always, these events don’t happen

without the support of many people
- in particular, Karen and lan Ellis,
Angela and Mike Peagram and Lorna
Allured, Peter Renwick for cutting all
the tree decorations and Mick and
Sophie Baugh for helping to put the
tree up.

The money raised for The Roberts
Centre from the sale of the discs was
just under £500, so a huge thank you
for your generous donations and
supporting this worthwhile charity.

Thank you all. Same time next year?!
Becky Evans

The annual candlelit carol service at Exton is always popular, and this year
it was better attended than in any year in the past decade.

The service organiser, Heather
Parry, together with the Choir
leader, Lorna Allured, put together a
service that combined all the
strengths of previous services while
letting go of those items which had
been less well presented in the past.

Organist Richard Martin took the
carols at a very good pace and the

tree each year.

congregation appeared to be
universally uplifted by this act of
worship.

Very many thanks to the organisers;
the readers who had clearly been
well rehearsed, and to James Pett
for his wonderful solo verse of Once
in Royal David’s City.

Richard Pepys

Over 80 people enjoyed the Carols in Droxford Church
on the Tuesday before Christmas. Many thanks to
Tamsin and the Orchestra, John Martin for announcing
the carols, Richard Baxter and June Kershaw for
organising the mulled wine and mince pies, also to
Pradeep at Merringtons who with others provided
mince pies, and to Danny for providing the Christmas

James Matthissen
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Advanced

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

‘Keep your soft furnishings cleaner for
longer by using our high quality services’

Eco-Friendly Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Rugs, Leather, Mattress & Curtain Cleaning
Odour & Stain Removal
Stain Protection Treatment
Fully Insured

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
Get together with loved ones 0800 907 8681

at our local luxury holiday houses www.advanced-carpet-cleaning.co.uk
01489 878888 -
www.grenvilleatwallopswood.co.uk N G 3
vk
www.wallopswoodcottages.co.uk Terom Care Comer = soon Checﬁ}g}!;gjgﬁ?ﬂ-ggtgg
- South Downs Funeral Service
o Funeral Directors & Memorial Consultants
<amom s R AR\ > Wl TR
SOUTH DOWNS [== — =
FUNERAL SERVICE

Your Local, Independent & Family Owned Funeral

Homes of Denmead. Wickham & Clanfield

Our Clanfield Funeral Home Our Denmead Funeral Home Our Wickham Funeral Home
43 Drift Road, Clanfield PO8 0JS The Old Post Office House, Hambledon Road, 13 The Square, Wickham,

Tel: 02392 570239 Denmead PO7 6NN | Tel: 02392 231567 Fareham, PO17 5)G | Tel: 01329 833920
clanfield@southdownsfuneralservice.com care@southdownsfuneralservice.com wickham@southdownsfuneralservice.com
Direct Funeral Services from £995.00
Traditional & Tailored Funeral Services from £1725.00

www.southdownsfuneralservice.com

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

24 hour, local and personal service (S AIF|
Golden Charter - Floristry service | Stonemasonry service —
W No deposits required

Fully accredited and regulated members of SAIF
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Calling all handymen (and women)

You may have heard of ‘Men’s Sheds’
but do you know what they actually do?

Men’s Sheds (women are very welcome
too, despite the name) is a movement

that started 30 years ago in Australia to
enable people to use their manual skills
for the benefit of their local community.

For instance, a group in Bishops
Waltham, using recycled pallets, has
made bird boxes, trugs, and decorations
for sale at local markets. Currently they
are renovating an old phone box in Hoe
Road.

To find out whether we might set up our
own Men’s Shed here in Droxford, we
have invited members of the Bishop’s
Waltham group to give a talk about their
work at 10am on Saturday 23rd March in
Droxford Village Hall.

This will be the first of a series of events
to be run by Sustainable Droxford as we
continue to meet the dual challenges of

ML p
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Clive & Tanith Cummings
Beauworth
Hampshire SO24 OPB

climate change and making good use of

finite resources. DROXFORD DROXFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Please come along to the meeting and l'-: (& www.droxfordweb.co.uk
help us decide whether we might create
a Men’s Shed here in Droxford.

(¥) droxford-village-community

Parish Priority Statement

South Downs National Park Authority is encouraging parish councils to produce
a Parish Priority Statement.

This will be a concise document that aims to set out what the community
considers to be the most important issues locally and it will contribute to the
South Downs Local Plan Review. It will also assist the Parish Council in assessing
its priorities for allocation of resources.

The Statement may cover type and level of development residents would like to
see (eg affordable housing) infrastructure needs, the natural environment etc.

The Parish Council is hoping to host a public session within the next few weeks,
but input by email is equally welcome with suggestions to be forwarded
to clerk.droxfordpc@gmail.com

Janet Melsom, Chair

BAR NOW OPEN

Under New Ownership

<. Kitchen Opening in Spring
Quintessential country Free House
steeped in history, with roaring open log fires
for a warm welcome

froiagly Kenrrled

Chn Youck.

1962 671300
office@themilbury.co.uk
www.themilbury.co.uk

Mon - Tues
Wed - Thus 4-9pm
Fri 4-10pm
Sat 12-10pm, Sun 12-9pm

13



MARK & JUNE MASON

Husband and Wife Painters and Decorators

We work on period and modern properties
making each one as individual as you are.

-‘

We are members of Dulux Select Decorators

T: 01329 235 847 M: 07973 162397
E: m.jmason@btinternet.com

W: www.masonspaint.co.uk
52 The Causeway, Fareham PO16 8RW

-
Dulux

For all aspects of traditional
glass and glazing

Fareham Glas§

Fogged or misted replacement
double glazed units

Full surveying service

Emergency repairs to all
windows and doors using
safety and toughened glass

Glass for table tops and
picture frames

Greenhouse glass
Splashbacks

Sarah’s Doing Doings

07957 654 818
Simplyfing your lfe - One lask at a time!

| am a reliable, trustworthy local Meonstoke lady who loves to help people with just about anything
they need doing.

Computer/phone challenges? De-cluttering? Small home fixes? Splitting/stacking wood? Form filling?
or just walking your dog or sweeping leaves.

| offer a bespoke, personalised service, charged by the hour at your convenience.

Give me a call for a chat or take a look at my website for more details.

www.doingdoings.com

Free Quotations - Supply and Fit -
Fully stocked warehouse with ‘Click & Collect’ faclllty
and a full measure up service for Glass and UPVC work

Call: 023 9260 1 1 1 0 (Monday - Friday: 8.00am - 4.00pm)

e: farehamglass@hotmail.co.uk S :
FENSA| -x 5| visA
www.farehamglass.co.uk

Fareham Glass Ltd, Unit D1, Heritage Business Park, Heritage Way, Gosport PO12 4BG

O- 1. 4309

8 2. St

A friendly welcome on the South Downs way in the heart of
the Meon Valley. We provide excellent food using ingredients
from local suppliers, good wine, real ales and excellent coffee
made using our own Hampshire Pantry coffee beans.

Patrick and Annabel welcome you to their award winning
Hampshire riverside pub with open log fires.

@

VisitEngland
Visit England Pub of the Year 2023
SILVER Award

We are open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner
We are a dog friendly pub
Shoe Lane Exton Hampshire SO32 3NT
Book a table by email at: bookings@theshoeexton.co.uk

www.theshoeexton.co.uk

MARK OLIVER 5

. (%)

INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS - ESTABLISED 2002

All Domestic Plumbing Undertaken

A &

Fully Insured & Qualified Plumbers
Covering Hampshire

Solar Hot Water & Air Source Heat Pump Installer
Oil Boiler Heating Specialist
Oil Boiler Installation and Servicing
Approved Grant Boiler Installer

12 Month Guarantee on all Installations

BLUE LIGHT CARD & SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT AVAILABLE

07743 386540
02380 981779 - 01962 435026
email: moliverplumbing34@gmail.com

www.moliverplumbing.co.uk
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Adventures await you at the
couting Group!

Droxford

Calling all young ones in the Meon
Valley eager for fun, adventure and
learning new skills!

Here at the Droxford Scouting Hut,
located next to Droxford's recreation
ground and the beautiful South
Downs, we hold Beavers sessions for
children aged 6 to 8.

Sessions are held during term time
on Wednesdays at 5.30pm to
6.30pm and are run by a team of
wonderful local parents who give up
their time and energies to provide
great experiences for children.

If you are interested in attending a
taster session please email us! We
are delighted that the Cubs group is
starting back up again for both girls
and boys aged 8 to 10. Contact the
email address below to register
interest.

We also need a Treasurer and a
Secretary!

We are so very grateful to lan Withers
of Droxford who has given up his
time over many years to being the
Scouting hut's Treasurer.

It is now time for him to pass this
role on to another kind person -
could this be you? Or do you know of
anyone who can help?

We are also in need of a new
Secretary for very minimal admin
work! We would be delighted to hear
from anyone who could help - please
email:
volunteer@hampshirescouts.org.uk

A massive thank you to lan from all
of us!
Joanna Selwood
Droxford Scouting Group

Droxford Beaver and Cub leaders Rachel Rowlinson and Amy Baldwin with,
left to right, Theo, lvy, Alver and Freddie, on Remembrance Sunday.

WORLD DAY 0F PRAYER 2024

Do come and join us at the World Day of Prayer service which is to be
held at Our Lady Queen of Apostles Church, Bishops Waltham, SO32 1GX
on Friday March 1st at 2pm.

The World Day of Prayer is an international, ecumenical Christian
organisation whose motto is informed Prayer and Prayerful Action.
Communities of women from over 170 countries annually and
simultaneously join together across the globe to share their issues and
aspirations.

This year we are invited by the Christian women of Palestine who have

compiled the service, to reflect on the continuing extreme challenges
faced by the people in that part of the world.

Please think about joining us for this enlightened and spiritually uplifting
service and join us for afternoon tea after the service. We look forward
to seeing as many women, men and children as possible.

Louise McEwen
Bishops Waltham Deanery
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BARN-STORE.CO.UK

TEL: 02392 38 48 88

HAMBLEDON

CARS

PRIVATE HIRE SERY|CE

Superior Air Conditioned Cars
8 Seater Minibus
Airports, Stations & Cruise Transfers
Theatre, Shopping, Business & Local Travel

Steve & Tracey Eames

07766 027 301

023 9263 2375
hambledon-cars@hotmail.co.uk

ou want to store...
...and for whatever reason

House sale and purchase not coinciding,
travelling, house building work, bereavement,
paperwork overload or just “de-cluttering”

to sell your house more quickly, Barn Store offers
friendly and flexible self-storage five minutes

www.hambledoncars.co.uk

from Wickham, towards Southwick.

STORE

KEEPING IT COUNTRY

Southwick, Fareham
PO17 6DX

STUDIO 6
(DESIGN & PRINT]

High quality colour print at competitive prices
Professional graphic design
Business & private stationery
Leaflets & flyers « Posters, banners & signage
Booklets & brochures * Books designed & printed

Qe dediver I tee Proxford area
PLEASE CONTACT US VIA PHONE OR E-MAIL
01329 832933
print@studio-6.co.uk

THE DOG ROOM

==

» Bathing, Clipping, Scissoring
& Hand Stripping
» Nails, Ears & Glands
» Quiet Handling
» Professionally Trained
» Microchip Service with National Reg

» Vet & KC Trained
Tel: 01489 892272 /07710 622881
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200 Club Prize
Draw

Drawn at the Beetle Drive in The
Meon Hall in late November, the
winners were:

£300 Norman Creese
£150 Peter Riley

£100 Dinshaw Printer
The 200 Club was created 43
years ago to help raise funds for
the building of the hall.

The £25 Monthly Prize draws are
made at the beginning of each
month, February to November.

There is a £50 Mid-Summer
Prize, and the draw for the £300,
£150, and £100 prizes will take
place at 2024’s Beetle Drive at
The Meon Hall on Saturday 30th
November — put the date in your
Diary now!

The 200 Club raises money to
help with purchases of new

Meon Hall

equipment and other
improvements for the hall.

By being a 200 Club member
you are helping the Meon Hall
Committee to make equipment
purchases and carry out
general improvements for our
important village asset.

To join this year’s 200 Club
please contact me by voicemail
on 01489 877916, or email
jamesmorrice99 @gmail.com
You may win one of the prizes!

James Morrice

Recycling Bins at The Meon Hall

A message from the Green Recycling
Bins Fairy - PLEASE don’t put
polystyrene packaging and bags of
“doggie do’s” in the green recycling
bins. Only recycle stuff listed on the bin
contents notices, and please flatten your
cardboard boxes.

Please note the hall bin area is not a
general rubbish dump; it is managed by
Hampshire County Council. If your black
home waste bin is full, please book into
HCC’s website and take your rubbish to
the HCC tip at Bishops Waltham.

And three big Thank You’s...

To Jay Tucker of Hambledon for
repairing the Small Hall floor after the
flood in September 2023.To Michelle
Kempster for keeping the Meon Hall's
car park clear of leaves during the
autumn leaf fall period. And to John
Dobby and Don Fooks for bagging up
and removing all the piles of leaves.

Why we’ve had to increase the Precept

The 'Precept’ is that portion of the
Council Tax collected by
Winchester City Council that is
passed directly down to the Parish.

We have, for the past few years,
kept our total Precept 'ask’ to
£17,320, not least as we have been
acutely aware of all the other
financial pressures that everybody
has faced.

In doing so we have so far
absorbed the increased costs in
grounds maintenance and other
overheads by being as frugal as we
are able to be.

Because the number of houses
contributing has increased by a
small amount, the sum that each
individual household contributes
has even, in some cases, slightly
reduced.

After much discussion, however,
we have voted to raise the Precept
this year to £20,000, although this
will only result in a few pounds

difference for the average Band D
taxpayer.

The reason is largely the biggest
single cost facing the Parish
Council: the maintenance and
renewal of the play equipment,
both at the Chapel Road
playground and at the Meon Hall.

Although we have been setting
aside a reasonable sum each year
to build up a renewal fund, rising
costs of new equipment have far
outstripped our ability to build
that fund at a sufficient rate.

By assigning all of the increase to
that renewal fund we should be
able to keep pace with prices and,

Save the date

Corhampton & Meonstoke
Annual Parish Assembly

7.30pm Wednesday 10th
April
At the Meon Hall, Meonstoke

The annual Assembly is an
informal meeting for
residential electors of the
parish to hear reports from
parish, district and county
council representatives, and
to discuss items relevant to
the parish which may be
taken forward by common
consent.

Light refreshments will be
available afterwards.

over the course of the next few
years, be ready to replace the larger
pieces of apparatus before they
become life-expired.

Jerry Pett, Chair
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Desert Island Discs

9. Stuart Attrill

Stuart has done much for Droxford during his 66 years here with his wife
Veronica, including membership of the Parish Council, 13 years as a
Retained Firefighter at the Droxford Fire Station, serving on the Droxford
Country Fair and Meon Valley Garden Club committees, being standard
bearer for the Droxford and Soberton Royal British Legion branch,
organising the team of 25 voluntary church cleaners, and generally
helping to keep the church and its surroundings looking pristine.

It may though come as a surprise to learn that he also once worked
indirectly for MI6 and signed the Official Secrets Act, although he feels
sufficient time has now passed to be able to spill a few of the beans
without being sent to the Tower of London.

Here he talks over his life, and chooses the six records he would want

with him on the mythical desert island.

1. Blow the wind Southerly - Kathleen
Ferrier

| first heard this in 1953 at my school in
Brading, IOW, when | was 10. One day
we were all herded into the school hall
where they put on this record and said
we had to listen to it. I've no idea why,
but when it was over they said, right
now back to your classrooms and that
was it. No explanation given, but
whenever | hear it now it brings back
memories of that day.

| attended eight different schools, each
for a few months at a time. This was
because Dad was an Army Warrant
Officer in the REME and after he came
back from Germany in 1946 we were
always on the move, Larkhill, then
Wales, Shropshire, Brighton, and after
leaving the Army in 1953 he could
never settle down.

Never being in any school for very long
and with each school teaching different
things and the lessons overlapping |
found it very confusing and wasn't
learning anything. Because of this they
thought | was, well, not thick, but just
not very academic. ‘Could do better’
was what it usually said on my reports.
So | thought there was no point in
staying on for O Levels and I'd better

leave and earn my living doing
something on the practical side.

In 1958 my parents moved to Droxford
to work for Harry Martineau's Uncle
Richard at the Old Rectory, and just
before my 16th birthday | signed up for
12 years in the RAF, starting with a 3-
year apprenticeship at RAF Locking in
Somerset.

There we were taught Maths, English
and other subjects, and | sailed through
the final exams. | even had to write a
thesis on radar technology. All this
gave me the equivalent of three O
Levels, so | had been quite academic
all along.

2. Royal Air Force March

With all the RAF parades I've attended
I've lost count of the number of times
I've heard this piece of music.

One particular memory of it is at the
Royal Tournament at Earls Court in
1961. | was 18, and I'd been
‘volunteered’ to look after the mascot
pony and lead the parade out with it. It
was a horrible little beast, very bad-
tempered. As | came in through the big
doors and the band started up it got
frightened by the noise and reared its
hind legs up, knocking my hat to the

- ™ B
Stuart and Veronica

floor. It was very embarrassing,
particularly as the show was being
televised live. | was lucky, though. A
few inches the other way, and it could
have taken my head clean off.

After my apprenticeship | was posted to
Germany. This was the time of the cold
war, and my job was as a technician,
maintaining the Canberra bombers’
radar and communications systems. We
had two aircraft locked away in a
compound, each armed with nuclear
weapons, ready for an immediate take-
off if necessary. Not many people knew
that at the time.

3. ‘A policeman’s lot is not a happy one’
from Pirates of Penzance

This reminds me of my brother-in-law
John Westbrook singing this song with
the Denmead Operatic Society. I'd
been to school with him at Cowplain,
and in 1970 | was stationed in Norfolk
where he then lived, and | decided to
look him up.

He introduced me to his sister Veronica
and we hit it off, even though for a
while we only saw each other at
weekends. We were married in
Droxford church in August 1972.

After leaving the RAF | started a job in
Fareham as a technical author, that is
to say writing the manuals that nobody
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ever reads until something goes wrong.

A lot of the work was for an MI6 unit
based at the Aldermaston
establishment, updating their

manuals. Very hush hush stuff, official
secrets act and all that, but | think it's
safe to talk about it now. One of my
jobs was to write the manuals for the
surveillance equipment that was fitted
to vehicles to enable intelligence
agents to follow people they suspected
of spying. | didn't do any of that sort of
thing myself though.

Shortly after coming to Droxford |
happened to be selling a car to the man
who was in charge of the Fire Station,
when his pager went off for a test call. |
was intrigued, and he encouraged me to
apply to join the service. Being the
oldest of the crew on the station |
found the training quite arduous. You
had to put on breathing apparatus and
go into a room filled with dense smoke,
with the temperature around 400
degrees, and follow a guide rope. And it
was real smoke, mind you, not like
today when they use imitation stuff.

One of the biggest fires | attended was
at the timber merchants on the A32, the
one that’s now Sydenhams. A creosote
tank had caught fire and the whole
place went up. Another major incident
was an oil tanker which ruptured a tank
during discharge at Fawley and the hull
had to be kept filled with foam to
prevent an explosion. It was towed out
into the Solent for round-the-clock
pumping of foam. Nearly every fire
station in Hampshire attended that one.

| was one of the founder members of
the Meon Valley First Responders as
well. We were trained by Hampshire
Ambulance service to know what to do
in medical emergencies such as heart
attacks, broken limbs etc.

The training came in useful on
occasions when | wasn’t on call too. |
was driving to Fareham and a car
zoomed past me and there was a car
coming round the bend the other way,
head on. One of the cars spun out of
control and went up the bank. By the

time | got there the driver was
slumped forwards with his head back.

| was able to hold his head up until the
ambulance arrived and they could put
a collar on him. | probably saved his
life, because no one who hadn'’t been
trained would have known what to do.

| also joined the Parish Council but
don't think | achieved much there. It
was always a battle between us and

...and an unruly pony

Winchester City Council who always
had their own way in the end. Nothing
much changes.

| was also a member of the Village Hall
Committee, eventually ending up - by
default | think - as Chairman. Looking
after the Hall was hard work as the
solid walls were very damp and the
paint was always peeling. Now it's
totally improved with drylined walls
and a decent heating system, thanks to
all those who came after me and with
the help of Lottery Grants which didn't
exist whilst | was there.

4. Howard’s Way theme - 'Always
There' by The Simon May Orchestra

In 1985 the serial Howard’s Way was
on television, and we used to sit down
religiously each week to watch it. It
was particularly interesting to us
because it was recorded at Hamble,
which we knew well. We loved the
theme tune, and we always used to
sing along to it when it came on.

In the late 80s | was on the Droxford
Country Fair Committee when they had

it in the park. | did that for five years.
To think, it'’s been taking place now for
85 years, and it’s still Droxford’s
number one event of the year.

5. Nimrod Variations

I'm very keen on local history and after
Gordon Hope moved away to Wiltshire
he passed on to me all the historical
research he'd done on Droxford going
back four centuries.

Using this material | have begun
creating a Roll of Honour in the church
to all the Droxford service men and
women who have died. You'll see the
first volume - of those who gave their
lives in the First World War - if you go
into the north door and turn right. It's
in front of the War Memorial there. |
am working on three further volumes
to bring it up to the present day,
hopefully to be completed by the
Spring.

6. Jerusalem

This has always been my favourite
hymn, and | definitely want it played at
my funeral. And | want my ashes
scattered off the top of the fire station
as well, but Veronica says not on your
nelly. She wants them scattered in the
churchyard. So that’s where they’ll be.

How would | cope on the island?
Although I like people around me |
would be quite happy by myself. | once
tried rubbing two flints together and
managed to make a spark, so | think I'd
survive.

The book | would take: “My friends and
other animals” by Gerald Durrell,
written when he was living on Corfu.
That was where Veronica and | spent
our first foreign holiday after our
honeymoon, so | know it well.

My luxury item: A large cask of warm
and comforting cream sherry. | could
sip it slowly while sitting there in the
evening, watching the sun going down
and reminiscing.

Which record to save? The Howards
Way theme. It’s light, airy, and jolly,
and | could listen to it over and over.
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February and March

One might say very little.
After all, gardening has
been around for thousands
of years, so what’s new?

imaginable pest and
disease likely to affect
gardens. Few such potions

are available today.
One thing does spring to

mind, and that is the
controlling of pests and
diseases. At the end of the
20th century you could go
to Warwick’s in Wickham
and stock up with a
veritable arsenal of
chemicals to control every

Control of pests and
diseases is much more
challenging these days,
but is achievable and the
following are just some
techniques that can be
helpful.

Horticultural fleece used

Where:

iy Meon Hall
Pound Lane
'y Meonstoke, SO32 NP.

When:

A% Saturday 23rd March 2024
13.30 - 16.00.

B - k Displays of:

Flowers, Vege, Cookery & Crafts.
Products:

Plants
Vegetables
¥ Fruit
Home bakes

For Schedule & entry forms for adults & children

with supporting hoops is
an extremely effective
barrier against flying
insects and birds. It is
particularly effective
against carrot fly, white
fly, flea beetle and aphids
as well as stopping
pigeons stripping brassica
leaves.

Everyday washing up
liquid, when used as a
spray can deter
infestations of black fly on
runner beans and broad
beans.

Companion planting can
be a useful deterrent
against some flying
insects.

For example, French
marigolds have very
pungent foliage and can
be planted between
tomatoes, cucumbers and
peppers in the
greenhouse.

Spring onions can be sown
between rows of carrots in
order to reduce carrot fly
attacks.

Some diseases, such as
black spot on roses are
very difficult to control
without proprietary
fungicides. It is

particularly difficult on
free draining chalky soil
where nutrients are
constantly leached away.

To have any chance of
success with roses in the
Meon Valley it is vital to
keep essential nutrient
levels topped up
throughout the growing
season and most
importantly it is necessary
to clear up and burn all
infected foliage to prevent
a build-up of spores in the
soil.

Biological pest control has
become much more
prevalent in recent years.
Basically it involves
treating soil or plant
material with millions of
microscopic worms called
nematodes.

There are different types
of nematode and they can
be used to target specific
pests such as slugs and
snails, leatherjackets and
chafer grubs in lawns and
vine weevils in pots and
containers.

| hope that over the years
my articles have been of
some interest and may |
take this opportunity to
wish you all happy and
successful gardening in
the future.

John Owen

Grateful thanks for
everything John. You’ll be a
hard act to follow. Ed.
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The Exploits of Three Remarkable Victorian
Steam Yachts

An illustrated lecture by
Kit Power
in the Meon Hall, Meonstoke

Thursday, 21st March 2024
6.00 for 6.45pm

Tickets £12.50 (includes charity donation and a
drink)

Some very wealthy late Victorians built themselves
huge, lavish steam yachts, usually purely for
pleasure cruising around Europe and the
Mediterranean. But a few undertook much more
serious voyages sometimes involving considerable
danger. Kit will describe three of these, each one a
voyage with a very different purpose.

Tickets from:

Meonstoke Post Office and Stores
and West Meon Village Shop
Or email steamyachtlecture@gmail.com for an
application form. Or send a cheque (SAE
appreciated) to Lecture, Blackbee House,
Warnford, SO32 3LE and tickets will be posted.

In aid of Winchester & District Young Carers

The December get-together in St Andrew’s

Church for villagers to meet and chat over coffee

and cakes was extremely well supported.

We welcomed Linda Forrest, who came over to
see us. We all enjoyed fruit cake (from Linda)
and mince pies with our coffee.

A smaller group of villagers came along for our
January meeting, which was lovely as we could
all sit round the table and have a chat.

Dates for your diary: Wednesday 7th February

and Wednesday 6th March from 10am to midday.
Linda Foot

Droxford and
District
Community Care
Group

DDCCG is a local community group, linked to the Good
Neighbours Network, that provides transport to
hospitals, doctors, dentists and other health
specialists.

If you are unable to access your medical appointment,
we have a team of volunteer drivers who are willing to
help.

To access this service please phone one of our
Transport Coordinators, who will do their best to find
you a driver: Chrissie Butler 07865 517484
(Meonstoke), or Rosie Hoile 07977 096586
(Droxford).

To help us arrange a driver, please give as much
notice as possible. But please note this is NOT an
emergency service.

For further information, please contact David Keighley
chairman, on 07736 799262.

Urgent Treatment Centre

The UTC at Petersfield is an alternative to the
Emergency Department for both children and adults.
It provides treatment for minor injuries and illnesses
that are urgent, but not life threatening, and is open
between 8am and 8pm every day and all year round.

We can help with problems such as:

e Sprains and strains ¢ Suspected broken limbs e
Minor head injuries ¢ Minor scalds and burns ¢ Skin
infections and rashes ¢ Feverish pain ¢ Eye problems
* Abdominal pain *« Emergency contraception.

Patients are encouraged to call 111 first before
arriving at the UTC as they will be able to take note of
your symptoms and advise you on the best service to
help you.

If you need to be seen at the UTC, please book an
appointment via NHS 111 as this will reduce your
waiting time on site.

Patients who go directly to the UTC without calling 111
will be clinically assessed by a triage nurse or other
health professional, and will only be prioritised for
treatment over booked appointments when clinically
necessary.

Petersfield Community Hospital, Swan Street,
Petersfield, Hampshire, GU32 3LB 023 8231 9000
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What the
religions
of India
can teach
us all

Since retiring from the Navy in
1989 | have made six prolonged
visits to India with Jenny, and have
become fascinated by the different
religions in the country, and later
this month | will be giving a talk
about them to the Meon Valley u3a
(University of the Third Age),

Alphabetically, there’s Buddhism,
which is not so much a religion as
a demanding ascetic way of life
requiring a denial of frivolous
pleasure and a rigorous mental
discipline. The Buddha delivered
his First Sermon near Varanasi in
about 530BC.

Christianity flourishes, particularly
in the deep south where a credible
Saint ‘Doubting’ Thomas founded
several churches, he having sailed
on the monsoon wind accompanied
by traders whose Roman coins
have been found in several places.

Hinduism is India’s principal
religion, its chief characteristic
being a polytheistic mindset which
sees the sacred in everything; its
philosophical weight has universal
application. It is also the source of
the extraordinarily decorated
towering gopuram temples, the
triumvirate of Brahma the Creator,
Vishnu the Preserver and Shiva the

The Shiva Nataraj Temple at Chidabaram

Destroyer, guiding Hindu Llives
through an innumerable pantheon.

Islam twice controlled most of the
sub-continent - under the Delhi
Sultanate in the 13th to 14thC and
the Moghuls in the 17th and 18th,
leaving a wonderful architectural
heritage of which the Taj Mahal is
the exemplar.

| will also be discussing the rigours
of Jainism with its obsession about
not killing anything, and the beliefs
of the warrior caste of Sikhism with
their Punjabi-trousered women and
turbaned men.

With its cultures, climates,
landscapes, languages, tribes,
politics, India’s religions are also
expressive of the complexity and
charm of this wonderful country.

My talk will take place at 2pm on
20th February at the Wickham
Community Centre. Guests pay £2,
but you also get a free cup of tea! |
hope to see you there.

Guy Liardet

JOB VACANCIES

Poll Staff for Winchester City
Council elections
on Thursday 2 May 2024

The Returning Officer for
Winchester City Council has
vacancies for poll staff and we
welcome applications from
members of the public to be
part of the team of casual
election staff on polling day.
Hours and pay vary
dependent on role.

No prior experience is required
for the majority of roles.
Full paid training will be

provided.

If you’d like to find out more
and get involved follow the
link to complete our online

form or email
ElectionStaffing@
winchester.gov.uk
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Creating a hub

Ten years ago the future of St Mary and All Saints Church

was in question.

With fewer people attending church
services regularly, the church was
facing significant financial struggles
which resulted in a deterioration in
the restoration and upkeep of this
historical building.

A small group of people then came
together to form the Friends of
Droxford Church, otherwise known
as FODC.

The trustees of this non-religious,
charitable organisation aimed to be
the driving force behind finding a
solution to making the church
building viable.

With unwavering commitment to
their vision they succeeded in
completing a major refurbishment of
the church, as well as building the
extension which houses Wilfrid’s
Cafe.

With continuous revenue provided
by the cafe, and the dedication and
innovation of volunteers, FODC is,
and will be, able to achieve its
overarching aim to create a hub for
the wider community.

Following a consultation with
stakeholders in 2022, FODC
formulated a strategic plan centred
on its three constitutional objects:

B To maintain, repair, restore and
enhance the fabric of the church
building,

B To advance the public’s
understanding of the heritage of the
church and the local area,

B To promote and provide
activities in the interest of social
welfare, for recreation or other
leisure time occupation for the wider
community of Droxford and beyond.

A recent review and evaluation of

FODC’s plan to
make the
church building
more viable

that plan shows that there is much
to celebrate in the progress made
over the past two years.

The success of Wilfrid’s Cafe and its
band of volunteers has been
instrumental in increasing visits to
the building.

As well as customers who visit the
cafe, there has been an increase in
community use as a result of a
range of events and activities
organised by the Parochial Church
Council, Wilfrid’s Cafe, and FODC.

Trustees have also focused on
promoting the heritage of the
church and local area by initiating
the Droxford Digital Heritage
Project. This involves a Wiki site
where people are invited to share
stories and information about the
houses they live in, as well as
knowledge they may have about
other buildings.

The aim is to build a picture of life in
and around Droxford, both past and
present. The Wiki site is currently
being trialled and will be accessible
shortly.

Another initiative is FODC’s
collaboration with Winchester
Heritage in promoting the 200 year
anniversary of Hampshire Swing
Riots - an uprising by agricultural
workers across Southern England in
which many Hampshire villages,
including Droxford, played a part.

While all this is very encouraging,

Stuck for something to do? See the Events Diary on page 43

there remains much to do.

Trustees and volunteers of FODC
have worked hard to keep on top of
the unceasing repairs and
maintenance. At the same time - in
order to make the building fit for the
purpose of worship and other
community events - its priorities for
enhancing the building have been
focused on improving the audio/
visual experience.

Whilst good progress is being made
with this project, the rapid
deterioration of the heating system
means that replacing it with an
energy efficient system has now
become a main priority.

This, of course, will require a serious
fundraising campaign involving hard
work, resilience and determination.

But FODC trustees are not daunted;
their past achievements have come
about through the support and
generosity of the community, and
once again they will be looking for
the opportunity to work with people
in creating a community hub that
will benefit all.

Our AGM takes place Droxford
Church on Tuesday 20th February
at 6.30pm followed by drinks and
canapés at 7.15. Everyone is
welcome to attend.

To keep up to speed with all of the
above matters please visit our
website:
friendsofdroxfordchurch.org.uk
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We’ve got the second
best pub in England.

And that’s official!

The tourism authority VisitEngland has awarded The Shoe a Silver Medal for
Excellence in their 2023 “English Pub of the Year” Awards.

They handpicked the pub from 48 finalists, giving the first place Gold Award to the Blind

Bull in Derbyshire.

Their citation reads, “Situated by the South Downs Way with views of Old Winchester
Hill, you can enjoy the riverside garden’s relaxing atmosphere, comforting food sourced
from local suppliers, roaring fires during the cold months, great wine, real ales, and

coffee made using their own Hampshire Pantry coffee beans.”

VisitEngland particularly praised the
English-French cuisine, which ranges
from beer-battered haddock with
mushy peas (£17.50) to slow-roasted
Hampshire lamb shoulder with celeriac
puree, garlic and mint-roasted new
potatoes and buttered beans (£20.95),
with starters including crispy Asian
pork with plum salad, and Stornaway
black pudding with poached Lycroft
Farm hens eggs.

Patrick Young and his wife Annabel
took over the pub 14 years ago and are
naturally delighted with the Silver
Award.

Said Patrick, “It’s a real honour to win
it. We’ve always tried to excel here but
to be recognised for something as
prestigious as this, and against so
much competition, is wonderful.

“Our philosophy is simplicity. Just keep
a good clean beer and have a welcome
smile for everyone... just the basics;
you can’t go wrong if you do the
basics.”

Annabel added, “We knew we had
been nominated, but it was a complete
surprise to win. It makes all the effort
we've put in worthwhile.

“It's not just the beer. One of the other
key things is our bakery. We bake our
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The Shoe team, left to right: assistant manager James Lumby, trainee
chef Harvey Hickman, Shoe co-owner Patrick Young, general manager
Camilla Jackson, head chef and business partner Jon Hunt, site
general manager Luke Smith, and chef Luke Hare. Co-owner Annabel
Terry was not available for the photo but is pictured on the next page.

own multi-seed bread on the premises
each morning, and we give it out
before the meal.

“We use the bread for our sandwiches
as well and we sell the actual flour in
packets so that people can make it at
home if they wish.

“We also make our own ice cream and
sell it in the garden in the summer.
We’ve got the usual flavours,
chocolate, strawberry and vanilla, but

more exotic ones as well, such as
tiramisu. In fact, virtually everything
we sell is made here, and sourced
locally.

“Mostly we use Buckinghams, the local

butcher from West Meon, who provide

us with the burgers, pork and the

chuck steak that goes into the steak

pie.

“But we also like to use other local
Continued next page
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In the cold early morning
darkness of 22nd December a
group of 17 eager members of
the Meon Fit group embarked
on a unique adventure... to
climb to the top of Old
Winchester Hill to watch the
Winter Solstice sun rising, and
to raise a toast (well, a cup of
coffee and a mince pie anyway)
to the first official day of the
new season.

At the early hour of 7am we set
out on an ascent to the summit,
the journey illuminated by the
soft glow of our head torches, to
create an enchanting atmosphere
as we navigated our way to the
top.

And when we got there, guess
what? The sunrise which should
have been so magical to witness,
was entirely obscured by heavy
cloud, and we never saw it!

But despite the lack of a sunrise

still we still had a really enjoyable

We climbed to see the Winter Solstice sun rise
and when we got to the top... no sun!

time, with conversations flowing
as we trekked alongside both
familiar faces and new
acquaintances, to create lasting
memories... and with the promise
of sunnier days ahead!

By the way, if you feel you would
like to get more exercise, why not
join one of our Meon Fit classes?

We meet at The Meon Hall where,
at 7.30pm each Monday, we do
circuits, while on Thursdays there
are two classes: lower impact at
9am and high intensity interval

training at 7pm.

With a focus on diversity and
maintaining good technique, the
classes are designed to keep
things exciting, eliminate the risk
of monotony, and ensure a
comprehensive full-body workout.
All you need to do is put your
trainers on, show up, and have a
blast!

If you would like to know more,
please contact me on 07941
196587.

Sarah Stuart

Hampshire products, like Hampshire
rapeseed oil.”

The couple met when Patrick was the
chef at his parents’ pub, the Bush at
Ovington, and Annabel was working
there as a student.

Taking over The Shoe has brought
Patrick round full circle, because when
he was 14 years old his parents leased
it for three months while waiting for a
pub in Wiltshire to finish being
renovated for them to take over.

Since running the Shoe Inn he and
Annabel have made the three main
rooms into one and erected a covered
outside area at the front, all of which

Shoe co-
owner
Annabel Terry.

She told The
Bridge, “It
was a
complete
surprise to
win. It makes
all the effort
worthwhile.”

AR S

has doubled the seating capacity.

And if that wasn’t enough, four years
ago they took over the Bucks Head
pub in Meonstoke as well.

“It was Patrick’s decision,” said

Annabel. “He’s always been ambitious
and is ever looking for more things to
do.

“We’ve deliberately kept the Bucks
Head very different from here, because
there would be no point in competing
for the same market.

“There our speciality is pizzas made in
a special oven, and we also offer bed
and breakfast for the many people
who visit us from afar.

“Here our customers are mainly local
retired people, though in the summer
it's more of a mixture. Because of our
proximity to the South Downs Way we
get quite a lot of cyclists and walkers.”
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Double,
double toil
and
trouble...
murder
most foul is
coming to
Droxford
School

I cannot believe we are moving in our school community and how gruesome Shakespearian murders...
to another Spring Term already! this money can enrich and inspire and we are promised lots of

Time goes so fast. 2024 marks the  the education in school. audience participation!

10th year of my headship at this For instance it can be used, W After speaking to members of the
great school; 17 years in total! alongside other funds, to ‘buy in’ village community it was agreed we
In December we held our FODS famous children’s authors to visit need to publicise our community
(Friends of Droxford School) the children; gardening equipment;  events better and more far-reaching.

new plants and trees; new books

Christmas Fair, pictured right. ) i
for our library; and IT equipment.

Therefore, | will put posters up
advertising our Easter Fair and Spring
It will also go towards funding the Dig Day and will share information in
Young Shakespeare Company’s visit  the next edition of The Bridge.

It was highly successful and great
fun. The children and parents
devised and ran the stalls

themselves and raised over £1,100! in December when they will be Hopefully we will see you then.
performing Macbeth, a play our

This is so impressive and all should  children have studied. It'll be great Matthew Dampier

be proud of their contributions to fun, with witches, ghosts, and Headteacher

Need a decorator? Find one on Page 4, and say you saw them in The Bridge
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Droxford History

. Group
Droxford Village Hall Thursday 29th February
Talk by Tony Kippenberger:
events “Henry V11 and the Waltham
Treaty”
No films in February or March, so here’s advance Droxford Village Hall 7.30pm

warning of our next one, and what a brilliant one it is!

Soberton History

Society AGM and Talk

Thursday 8 February
2pm at Rookesbury Hall,
Newtown

The AGM (only takes about 15
minutes) followed by a ‘from the
archives session’ with Ann
Pendred and interesting items we
have in storage, as well as
information about these.

Thursday 14 March
N 2pm at Rookesbury Hall,
Wednesday 24th April Newtown
A talk on Southampton Vaults by
The Great Escaper Geoff Watts. This is an ‘add on’ to

our walk around Old

rated 12A
( ) Southampton in July, when these
starring Michael Caine and Glenda Jackson vaults were mentioned to us.

In 2014, near-nonagenarian Bernie Jordan (Michael Caine) is sad
to miss out on an official group outing to the D-Day anniversary in 200 Club winner
France. Encouraged by wife Rene (Glenda Jackson), he sneaks out
from his care home and goes on one last big adventure to cross
the Channel, while reminiscing about his wartime experiences.

December: Sheila Matthissen

7.30 pm doors open at 7 pm
Tickets £6

Licensed bar and Refreshments available

From the
Registers

7.30 Saturday Monday 18th March Wedding

10th February Royal British Legion

iz Night
Quiz Nig 7pm: Talk by Lt Cdr Droxford Church

With John Martin as Hugo Mitchell Heggs Saturday 9th

our Quizmaster RN on “Rowing the December

Tickets £15 to include Atlantic in HMS
a chilli supper, on sale Oardacious” Jolon Hoile and Kate
now. Holland
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HAMPSHIRE COUNCILLOR’S REPORT "‘
Hugh Lumby: Meon Valley Division

hugh.lumby@hants.gov.uk

We need your views!

There seem to be endless consultations locally
these days and the cynics amongst us might
conclude these are just a box-ticking exercise.

However, Hampshire County Council has launched
a major consultation on budget reductions which
could affect all of us locally in one way or another,
from recycling centres to buses, community

transport and traffic wardens.

Please do respond and say what
you think.

The reason for the consultation is
that the county council is required
by law to produce a balanced
budget.

Councils up and down the country
are facing higher costs and demand
pressures without the resources
being provided to pay for this.

Hampshire is in a better position
than many councils, but is still
facing the prospect of making
major savings over the next two
years so it can continue to provide
critical services for those who need
its help the most.

| touched on one example in the
last edition of The Bridge. The
government has required that local
councils cannot make charges to
dispose of DIY waste.

All well and good, and this change
took affect at our household waste
recycling centres (including in
Bishops Waltham and New
Alresford) from 1st January.

But the cost of this change to the
county’s council taxpayers is £2m,
which needs to be found from
somewhere.

The consultation covers 13
separate areas, all of which are
important. | wanted to flag a few of
these to you.

ﬁ-

Maki
e Ham shire \\\\\\ th:n?ogstof
County Com(ul your money

Future Services Consultation

Tell us your views on
ideas for changes to
some local services

B Household Waste Recycling
Centres will have a reduced
budget; options under discussion
include reducing opening hours and
closing centres.

Two under threat of closure are
Bishops Waltham and New
Alresford. If you want to save this,
use the consultation to say so.

B Another area is passenger
transport. The council has legal
obligations to provide certain
services but chooses to support
other services in addition, for
example subsidising unprofitable
bus routes and providing funding to
community transport such as Dial-
a-Ride.

These can provide vital lifelines for
non-drivers in rural communities
such as ours. An option under
consideration is removing these
discretionary services.

B  Our roads network needs
constant maintenance.

Major efforts have been aimed at
reducing the scourge of potholes
and this is ongoing (an additional
£22.5m has for example been
allocated for pothole repairs over
the next three years).

However, proposals to reduce long
term maintenance plans are being
looked at together with changes to
which roads are gritted in winter.

The consultation is running until
31 March 2024.

To have your say, type
www.hants.gov.uk//future-
services-consultation into your
browser, or search for Hampshire
Council Future Services
Consultation. Please do share
your opinion, to support what
matters to you.

Vaping clampdown on
shops selling to minors

A recent survey across secondary
schools and colleges in
Hampshire shows a large
increase in the percentage of
young people both experimenting
with, and using vapes.

The survey shows that
experimentation with vapes
increases from 4% in year 7 to 53%
in year 13.

Similarly, vape use increases from
7% in year 10, to 18% in year 13.

The Council is therefore continuing
its clampdown on shops selling
vapes illegally to underage buyers.

Test purchase operations took
place in December 2023, with visits
to 17 different premises with
teenage volunteers helping officers
by going into the businesses to
attempt to buy a vape.
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Meon Bridge

Benefice Services

Thur 1st
Sun 4th

Thur 8th
Sun 11th
Wed 13th

Thur 15th
Sun 18th

Thur 22nd
Sun 25th
Thur 29th

Sun 3rd

Thur 7th

Sun 10th
Thur 14th
Sun 17th

Thur 21st
Sun 24th
Thur 28th

Fri 29th

Sun 31st

We are very dependent on securing the services

February

10:00 Said HC

10.30 Sung Eucharist
18.30 Evensong
10:00 Said HC

10.30 Sung Eucharist

19.00 Ash Wednesday:
HC and Imposition
of Ashes

10.00 Said HC

09.00 HC BCP

10.00 Family Service
10.30 Mattins

10:00 Said HC

10.30 Sung Eucharist
10.00 Said HC

March

10.30 Sung Eucharist
18.30 Evensong
10.00 Said HC

10.30 Sung Eucharist
10.00 Said HC

10.00 Family Service
10.30 Sung Eucharist
10.00 Said HC

10.30 Sung Eucharist
10.00 Said HC

Droxford
Meonstoke
Exton
Droxford

Droxford

Corhampton
Droxford
Exton
Droxford
Corhampton
Droxford
Exton

Droxford

Meonstoke
Exton
Droxford
Droxford
Droxford
Droxford
Corhampton
Droxford
Exton

Droxford

14.30 School Easter Service

19.00 Sung Eucharist

Meonstoke

Corhampton

12.00 Good Friday Devotion

10.30 Sung Eucharist

Exton
Meonstoke

10.30 Family Communion

Droxford

of retired and other priests for many of our
services. Please check on the website

www.bridgechurches.org.uk and the pew sheets

for any late changes to this schedule.

MEON VALLEY

FOOD
BANK

The Meon Valley
Foodbank

seeks new Trustees

We are looking for candidates who are servant-hearted
followers of Jesus and share our concern for those suffering
from food poverty in the Meon Valley area. Our Constitution
stipulates that trustees must be committed members of local
churches.

What are we looking for? After a period of consolidation,
following the disruption of Covid, our move to the Wickham
Centre and Mike Salter’s retirement as Chair, we are looking
for individuals who will strengthen and broaden our impact as
a charity.

We particularly seek people with financial expertise; strong IT
skills; HR or team-management experience; and those who
may have worked in the charity sector or in social services.

What does the role involve? The trustees meet up to six
times a year. We are committed to maintaining the Christian
ethos of the charity and are also advocates for the work of the
Foodbank in the community.

Interested in applying? Please visit our website
www.meonvalleyfoodbank.co.uk for information on our work
as well as the full role description and details of how to apply.

If you would like to see the food bank in operation either on a
Monday or a Tuesday morning at the Wickham Community
Centre, you would be welcome and current trustees are clearly
happy to discuss the role ‘without obligation’. We look
forward to hearing from you.

We are also looking to appoint a (potentially paid) Operations
Manager. Please visit our website, as above.

Annie Thomas, Meon Valley Food Bank

Registered charity no 1190417
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Meon Valley
Community Bus

Services
Timetable
Meon Valley Community Bus Association An all volunteer service

Mondays, 2" and 5" Friday to FAREHAM 3rd Friday Each Month to HEDGE END 4" Friday Each Month to WATERLOOVILLE
0900  West Meon Thomas Lord PH 0900  West Meon Thomas Lord PH 0900  West Meon Thomas Lord PH
0903  Warnford Village Hall 0903  Warnford Village Hall 0903  Warnford Village Hall
0908  Exton The Shoe PH 0908  Exton The Shoe PH 0908 Exton The Shoe PH
0910  Meonstoke PO & Stores 0910  Meonstoke PO & Stores 0910  Meonstoke PO & Stores
0914  Meonstoke Pound Cottages 0914  Meonstoke Pound Cottages 0914  Meonstoke Pound Cottages
0921 Droxford Square (PARK & RIDE) 0921  Droxford Square (PARK & RIDE) 0921  Droxford Square (PARK & RIDE)
0925  Brockbridge The Hurdles 0925  Brockbridge The Hurdles 0925 Brockbridge The Hurdles
0930  Soberton Village Hall (PARK & RIDE) 0929  Soberton Village Hall (PARK & RIDE) 0929  Soberton Village Hall (PARK & RIDE)
0933  Webbs Green War Memorial 0933  Webbs Green War Memorial 0933  Webbs Green War Memorial
0936  Soberton Heath Chapel Road pond 0935  Soberton Heath Chapel Road pond 0936  Soberton Heath Chapel Road pond
0938  Soberton Heath Bold Forester PH 0938  Soberton Heath Bold Forester PH 0938  Soberton Heath Bold Forester PH
0940  Newtown Rookesbury Hall (PARK & RIDE) 0940 Newtown Rookesbury Hall (PARK & RIDE) 0940  Newtown Rookesbury Hall (PARK & RIDE)
0945  Hundred Acres 0945  Hundred Acres 0957  Waterlooville Waitrose
0957  Fareham Library 1007 Hedge End Marks& Spencer 1005 Waterlooville Sainsbury’s
1002  Fareham Sainsbury's Return: Return:
Return: 1200  Hedge End Marks& Spencer 1200  Waterlooville Sainsbury's
1200  Fareham Sainsbury’s 1205  Waterlooville Waitrose
1205  Fareham Library

* Friday Each Month to WINCHESTER Leave Wednesdays to PETERSFIELD Return
0900  Soberton Village Hall (PARK and RIDE) 0900 Soberton Village Hall (PARK and RIDE) Petersfield Tesco 1155
0904  Brockbridge The Hurdles 0904 Brockbridge (The Hurdles) Petersfield Sq 1200
0909  Droxford Square (PARK and RIDE) 0909 Droxford Square (PARK & RIDE) Warnford George and Falcon 1221*
0915  Meonstoke Pound Cottages 0916 Meonstoke Pound Cottages Corhampton 1224*
0919  Meonstoke PO & Stores 0921 Corhampton Pound Cottages 1229°
0921  Exton The Shoe PH 0924 Warnford George and Falcon Droxford square 1236
0926  Warnford Village Hall 0945 Petersfield Square Brockbridge ( The Hurdles) 1301*
0946  Winchester Broadway 0950 Petersfield Tesco Soberton Village Hall 1305
0953  River Park Leisure Centre
Return: Note: Includes all request stops up to and * Drop off only and approx dependent on
1155 River Park Leisure Centre including West lodge (Church lane) passenger numbers.
1200  Winchester Broadway

No service on other days or public holidays. £5 return, £2.50 single any journey. Bus passes accepted. Under 16 half fare. Under
5 free. Dogs allowed subject to driver discretion. Timings are strict, bus will not wait after scheduled time. All enquiries to
mvcba1985@gmail.com Tel: 07300 425305.
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EUCKMEAD

Riverside Country Inn with Rooms AGRICULTURAL’ EQUESTRIAN

On the Meon Valley Trail

Surrounded by South Downs National Park q) OMESTIC FENCING

Dogs Welcome
5 Letting Rooms Recently Refurbished

48 hour Sourdough Pizzas made on site in
a beautiful indoor oven plus other pub classics

Pizzas available
Monday to Friday: Noon - 3pm and 6pm - 9pm 07930 229649
Saturdays and Sundays: Noon - 9pm
Weekend Brunch served: 8am - 11.30am

w. www.thebucksheadmeonstoke.co.uk
e: info@thebucksheadmeonstoke.co.uk
t: 01489 877313

AYLORS
GARAGE

DROXFORD
Hampshire SO32 3QL

Tel: 01489 877433

Email: reception @taylorsgarage.co.uk

CARS, MOTORCYCLES & MOTORHOMES MoT’d

Modern and Classic Cars Serviced and Maintained
We are always looking to buy good Modern and Classic Cars
Cars collected and delivered or a loan car supplied (Subject to availability)

¢
s
nnnnnnn

Please see our latest range of affordable used cars for sale and the services we offer at:

www.taylorsgarage.co.uk
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Auto Brite Smart Repairs H t‘ivl“""’ Love Your
EXPRESS BODYSHOP atha Yoga @BYQI@:\

_ , Classes in your local
Unit 28, Mitchell Close, Segensworth PO15 5SE Village Hall

Tel: 01489 578302 or 07850 485663

www.autobritesmartrepairs.co.uk Warnford Village Hall
Tuesday: 9.15 - 10.30am

Droxford Village Hall
Tuesday: 6.00 - 7.15pm

Lowe tojoin in?
Contact Yvon: 07788 974447
www.loveyouryogawithyvon.com

BEFORE AFT
Alison Bailey Life Coaching

PROVIDING AFFORDABLE, CONVENIENT p—t—
QUALITY CAR BODY REPAIRS SINCE 1994 B

As a husband and wife team, we offer a pleasant and female Empowering Lives, Ins
friendly service for any vehicle damage. We always treat our ;

customers as we would wish to be treated ourselves, in a clean and ;
safe environment for your car. We are specialists in lighter, cosmetic "

= 2 3 With 30 years experience as a cancer nurse, Alison believes
car body repairs and have for 27 years been repairing anything e

A 2 coaching - providing support, f
from hedge scratched paintwork, to split/dented bumpers and the paint nd hec amiy. &
5 . 2 . i i , Al 1 ted to

panels. We always repair, rather than replace, which is kinder for g g omapabcTanglidos o s,
the environment and your pocket plus it also ensures your car stays e L e —
as original as possible. We also carry out motorcycle repairs and b dphipor e o L\ \ ’

offer a fast turnaround at our Express Bodyshop. www. alisonbaileycoaching.com

e, L%
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Brush’n’Vac, Insured Up To £5 Million Pounds
All Types Of Fires & Appliances Cleaned
Accredited Certificate Issued, After Every Sweep e

(PLEASE NOTE )

It is important to get your Chimney Swept
by an Accredited Sweep.

We Are Clean, Tidy & Reliable
1: 02392 787967 - 07889 488010

E: info@oliver-chimney-sweeps.co.uk
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AUTOMOTIVE

Upfront Automotive Ltd offer diagnosis, service and repairs to most makes & models of car and light van.

We also specialise in hybrid & electric vehicles.
We offer a free collection and delivery service of your vehicle and we can also take care of your annual MOT test.
Located on the Wallops Wood Estate on Sheardley Lane we are proud of our ‘5 Star’ reputation for exceptional customer satisfaction!

Please call us on
email:

. ANDREW
A SMYTH

Your local
HANDYMAN & DECORATING SERVICES

General Home Maintenance
Painting & Decorating
Carpentry & Fencing
Bespoke Wooden Goods
Plumbing & Electrical

Domestic & Commercial
AND MUCH MORE!

FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ME!
Mobile: 07909253681
Email: Andrew.J.Smyth65@gmail.com

O. Andrew_the_handyman o AndrewSmythHandyman

or
to discuss your requirements

All seasons general garden maintenance.
e 3 el
Specialising in: * Hedge cutting & shrub shaping
 Garden design
* Fruit tree and rose pruning

Email: tudorgardener@gmail.com Mob: 07763 494 006
K3 @Tudorgardener Fel: 01489 878 598

@®|RHS TRAINED

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

Please give us a call

MOBILE:

07813 720204 Cha se F'a rim

Electrical

TELEPHONE:
01489 878244

You will receive a clear,
concise quotation.

We will arrive on time,
when we say we will.

Work will be carried out
to the highest standard.

w: www.chasefarmelectrical.co.uk

e: info@chasefarmelectrical.co.uk

o Chedkatrade.com
T Where reputation matters
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Mob: 07512 729812\ \

Call Russell bn

0751 2;72%5}2.

PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES

Over 20 Years Experience
Specialists In External Painting
Specialists In Period Properties
Work Carried Out To A Very High Standard
We Work In A Clean & Efficient Manner
Public Liability Insurance Up To £10 Million Pounds

Written Estimates Always Supplied

t: 023 9278 7967

e: info@oliverspainting.co.uk

. w: www.oliverspainting.couk  »

QUALITY WORK AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
Full garden design and build
Flintwork, brickwork and restoration
Paving and patios
Garden buildings and structures
Tree planting and box hedging
Driveways and cobble work

Greenbu“d

L andsocawpes

Sleeper walls and fencmg For a free consultation & to view our extensive portfolio
Water features and ponds s on please call Chris Denny on 07833 445 557

: atrade.com
Planting schemes www checkatrade com/trades/GreenbuildLandscapesy  OF €mail: chris@greenbuildiandscapes.co.uk
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Mowérs

SERVICE AND REPAIRS

Specialist in Service & Repairs
for all types of
Mowers and Garden Machinery

Service and repairs on site
Collection and delivery service

Rotary blades and hedgecutters
sharpened on site

Over 10 years of experience
Competitive rates .

Call James on

07783 937212 / 01489 878085
E. info@meonvalleymowers.co.uk
www.meonvalleymowers.co.uk

R & G GAMBLIN

General Builder

EXTENSION - ALTERATION - RENOVATION
PLANNING WORK
Bricklaying Digger Hire
Civil Engineering Drainage
UPVC Windows & Doors Fencing
Plastic Fascias & Soffits Plastering
Garages Driveways
Loft Conversions Plumbing
Roofing - Pitch & Flat Concreting
Electrics Carpentry
Conservatories Decorating

For an estimate please call
Rob on: 01489 891801

Messy play, crafts, cooking, music,
dancing, gardening, phonics, French,
sensory and outdoor play.....
whatever the weather!

I could not ask for a more nurturing place for my
child” - Davina Christie

Spacious new building with nature garden,
vegetable plot, water-wall and sand-pit.

Wonderful staff creating a friendly, safe LIMITED PLACES REMAINING
and inspiring environment. Call to arrange a visit and your FREE taster
Flexible sessions available. session.

From 2 years old to school age.
Smooth transition to onsite infant school. e: info@thevalleypreschool.org.uk
FREE taster sessions. w: www.thevalleypreschool.org.uk

THE VALLEY PRESCHOOL, MEONSTOKE C of E INFANT SCHOOL, CHAPEL ROAD, MEONSTOKE S032 3NJ

t: 01489 878019

i

NICE & NEAT
CLEANING SERVICE

Please call Gill Ruggles
on 07889 755334
or email: gar310791(@gmail.com

Based in Droxford

Lash Extensions

Mobile Lash Technician covering the Meon Valley
Free consultation and patch test

Tel: 07513 311743 @glamorousladiesdroxford

Merrie Stud Riding School

Corhampton, Southampton SO032 3NB
British Horse Society Approved

. 8

Merrie Stud

Instruction to all levels on well schooled ponies
Indoor and outdoor schools

Excellent hacking. One or two hour escorted rides
Children 6 - 17 years in small groups
Light weight adults

Mrs J.D.N. Shaw BHsAI
Tel: 01489 87756«
www.merriestud.co.uk
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LANDSCAPES &
CONSTRUCTION

0TM

0ur talented team of professionals at TM Landscapes & Construction are

here to help. Each project we work on is built to last, with guarantee
options to back this up. TM Landscapes & Construction are the perfect
company to turn your dream home into a reality.

Our areas of expertise include but are not limited to:

Hard & Soft Landscaping

Driveways
Extensions / New Builds

Patios
Brickwork / Masonry
Groundworks / Drainage
Decking (Timber or Composite)
Carpentry (1st or 2nd Fix)
Fencing
Concrete Footings / Bases
Arborist / Tree Felling

: 07598 295 579 . 07580 207 218
: enquiries@mconstruct.co.uk

HAMPSHIRE

SHADES

. INDOOR LIVING OUTDOORS .

Bespoke elegance
in any weather

Our shade can be adapted to new or existing
pergola frames or structures to transform an
outdoor area.

ng & closing shades designed &

ative and fully weatherproof

(|

SHEDFIELD

Equestrian

Established since 1993, Shedfield Equestrian is a family
run business specialising in equestrian supplies,
poultry, livestock, small animal feed and bedding.

4 -
s N
—edy :
|

Shedfield Equestrian Centre
Botley Road

Shedfield

Southampton S032 2HN

T: 01329 835115
w: www.shedfieldequestrian.co.uk

U ,l m 9
Online Shop Riding Schoo Livery Events

®ARIAT

Your Friendly, Local, Independent Specialist
Committed to Providing Quality Service

¢ Thorough eye examinations using the latest equipment

¢ A large selection of spectacles to suit all tastes & pockets
¢ Contact Lenses

¢ Sun Glasses

¢ NHS and Private Examinations

1: 01489 896330
E: info@saxbys-eyecare.co.uk
W: www.saxbys-eyecare.co.uk

2 Houchin Street, Bishop’s Waltham S032 1AR
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Simon Lawson

JEWELLERS

BEAUTTFUL INDIVIDUAL JEWELLERY

GoLD & SILVER MADE TO ORDER
LARGE SELECTION OF DESIGN-LED JEWELLERY

ALSO STONES SUPPLIED
CLOCK AND WATCH REPAIRS

Open: 10.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday

High Street, Blshops Waltham SO32 1AB
Tel 01

L&iﬁm‘m Problems Solved

A qualified & experlence
Computer Engmeer
who can efficiently

solve your home and

For a friendly, no obligation quote call:
Chris Guénier

01489 890738 / 07962 641796

info@computerproblemssolveditd.co.uk
www.cps-Itd.org.uk

(aps 114
NS

Washing Machines
Tumble Dryers
Dishwashers

Cookers & Refrigerators

T: 01489 895165
M: 07815 054077

EXPERT TAX ADVICE
WITH A HUMAN FACE

_—

<m

K - !?

"’ <

TOPCOATS

Painting and Decorating Speciali$
with a woman'’s touch!

Reliable, friendly, affordable
and good at what | do!

/
e call Jane or emall

Plels
for a freé no obligatio quotatlfn/

/

WATCHING OUT FORTHE NEXT
GENERATION

Is IHT a factor in making my Will? Is a Family Trust a good idea?

PROPERTY OR WORK OVERSEAS

How does it affect my tax if | live, work or have property abroad?

FOR ENTREPRENEURS

Am | the only one wondering whether it's worth all the aggro?

PERSONAL TAX

What is the best way to order my tax affairs, in full compliance
with the law?

SELLING MY BUSINESS

How much tax will | pay? What is my business worth?

TAX I\IFR1ISF

Oakleaf, Ludwells Lane, Waltham Chase, Southampton, SO32 2NP
t: 01489 899102 e: nicholas@nicholasridgecta.co.uk

www.nicholasridgecta.co.uk




Litigation and Dispute Resolution
We are here to help you

PAPER ART

HANDMADE CARDS
& PAPERCRAFTS

Commissions undertaken

jan.angell1 @btinternet.com

01489 894835
greendove-paperart.co.uk

Unit 5, Lycroft Farm Business Park
Park Lane, Swanmore, SO32 2QQ 01962 398 711

info@commonrider.co.uk www.commonrider.co.uk
FRZURA O & BOSCH
RIESE &MULLER ePowered

MacDonald Oates

SOLICITORS

Property litigation

Commercial Disputes
Professional Negligence Claims

Debt Collection and Enforcement

Contentious Probate

Inheritance Claims

Telephone: 01730 268211
Facsimile: 01730 261232

Telephone: 01730 816711
Facsimile: 01730 816016

01489878 110
ORDER ON-LINE
www.bowman-ales.com




Your local friendly Glaziers
Call us for ALL your glazing

requirements

LGYdene m UPVC Window Frames &

Doors
B Replacement Double
Glazed Units
B Greenhouse Glass
B Mirrors

T: 01730 233264
E: sales@leydeneglassandglazing.co.uk
W: www.leydeneglassandglazing.co.uk

GLAZING

TREE SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
HAMPSHIRE & SURROUNDING AREA FAMILY

FOR MORE INFORMATION
www.wgstreeservices.co.uk

info@wgstreeservices.co.uk
or
CALL 07810 044 420
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Master Thatcher Ltd

HARDWOOD | SOFTWOOD | KINDLINC
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

CALL 07810 044420
or

ORDER SECURELY ONLINE
www.wgskindling.co.uk

FOLLOW US

Medical Facial Aesthetics, Microneedling, Pain Free Laser Hair Removal, Skin Tightening,
Hydrafacial, Skin Tag & Thread Vein Removal, Pigmentation Treatments, Chemical Peels,
Beauty & Massage, Skincare & Packages.

SKIN & BEAUTY
EXPERTS

Tel: 02380 518558
www.saddlehouse.co.uk
Western Court, Bishop's Sutton,
Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0AA
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DENMEAD AERIALS & SATELLITES

DIGITAL AERIAL INSTALLS FOR FREEVIEW
SATELLITE DISH INSTALLS FOR FREESAT
TV WALL MOUNT INSTALLS
EXTRA TV POINT EXTENSIONS
TELEPHONE & ETHERNET EXTENSIONS
SATELLITE SKY DISH PROBLEMS

A family run business

Tel: 02392 251594
Mobile: 07738 063510
Email: denmeadaerials @hotmail.co.uk

JT

“CARPENTRY & BUILDING |
All aspects of building work undertaken
Extensions - Alterations
Refurbishments - New Builds
La ndﬁfagﬁng
Contact Jay on:
M: 0788 5283036 T1: 0239263 20 37
E: jay.tucker16(@yahoo.co.uk

8¢

R e memereRe RN e eRe e R

\, Petersfield Framing Studios
N

! Bespoke picture framing service
v All types of work undertaken

v All work completed on the premises
/ Picture restoration service available
/' Over 35 years experience

v Call today to make an appointment

01730 269926

www.petersfieldframing.co.uk

STARTOX BUILDERS

Established since 1962

Experienced in every aspect of Construction
from one off New Builds to complete Renovations
including all aspects of Lime and Flintwork.

For FREE expert advice ;)Iease call
Chris: 07966 545 297 or Andy: 07899 946 947

or email: startoxas@gmail.com
www.startoxbuilders.co.uk

)

® 01489 895450

0 neil@walthamblack.com

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
CONSULTANCY (
SMOKE TESTING
BIRD NEST REMOVAL
STOVE INST/

out on Google and please leave a review:

v

L4

www.walthamblack.com
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COUNTRY
| HOUSE |&

COMPANY

\'| Sales | Lettings | Management |5

CRANER BENPONKE

‘ CABINETRY | KITCHENS | FURNITURE
Selling, Letting & Managing properties
in the Meon Valley
PHONE: 02392 632222 MoB: 07805 040464

. josh@cramerbespoke.com
If you are looking to sell or let your property

please contact us Why not read our glowing reviews from some of
01962 571189 the Meon Valley's most fabulous residents ?

countryhousecompany.co.uk

L==Grues MAQDLD e

www.cramerhespoke.com

HAZELHOLT

' PayPal
Based in the heart of the = Open 365 days a year * Pre-booked reservations only
Meon Valley, our single floodlit = Umpire high chair = 8am - 11pm (90min time slots)
court is the ideal indoor venue. = Tournament approved surface = Annual block booking available
Tennis all year round, = Spectator seating area = Hazelholt Farm, Dundridge Lane
whatever the weather. = Changing & Toilet facilities Nr. Bishop's Waltham, SO32 1GA

BOOK ONLINE - WWW.HAZELHOLTINDOORTENNIS.CO.UK
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The Bridge: February - March 2024

SOME LOCAL SERVICES &
USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Please note: local telephone numbers have the prefix 01489

POST OFFICES
Droxford, High Street

Meonstoke Post Office, Warnford Road, Corhampton

STORES
Droxford Stores, High Street, Droxford
Corhampton Village Stores
Meringtons Stores, Garrison Hill, Droxford
Droxford Antiques, High Street, Droxford

PUBLIC HOUSES
The Baker's Arms, Droxford
The Bucks Head, Meonstoke
The Shoe, Exton

GARAGES

Meringtons, Droxford
Taylors Garage Ltd, Droxford

SCHOOLS
Droxford Junior School
Meonstoke School
Valley Pre-school
Swanmore College of Technology

PARISH COUNCILS
Corhampton & Meonstoke
Clerk/RFO: Rosie Hoile clerk@candm-pc.gov.uk
Droxford
Clerk/RFO: Ailsa Duckworth
Exton Parish Meeting
Secretary: Juliet Reed julietreed@outlook.com

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL SERVICES
Adult Services:
Children's Services:

The above are open Mon to Thur 8.30am to 4.30pm

Out-of-hours number:

WINCHESTER CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Central Meon Valley (including Droxford):
Malcolm Wallace mwallace@winchester.gov.uk
Frank Pearson fpearson@winchester.gov.uk
Danny Lee dlee@winchester.gov.uk
Upper Meon Valley (including Meonstoke, Exton,
Corhampton and Preshaw):
Neil Bolton nbolton@winchester.gov.uk
Jerry Pett jpett@winchester.gov.uk

DROXFORD VILLAGE HALL
Bookings: Mrs Terry Crowfoot

THE MEON HALL, MEONSTOKE
Bookings: Position vacant.
meonhallbookings2 @yahoo.com
or if not on email, by phone
For details of charges and general information see
www.candm-pc.gov.uk/the-meon-hall

LOCAL SURGERIES
The Park, Droxford
Doctor’s Lane, West Meon
Lower Lane, Bishop’s Waltham
Houghton Way, Wickham

COMMUNITY CARE TRANSPORT COORDINATORS
(Please ring only between 9.00 am and 6.00 pm)
Droxford: Rosie Hoile
Exton, Meonstoke & Corhampton: Chrissie Butler

878811
877374

878811
877374
877284
878800

877533
877313
877526

877431
877433

877537
877568
878019
982256

07960 122699

07720 092072

878450

0300 555 1386
0845 603 5620

0845 600 4555

877631

877916

877588
01730 829666
892288
01239 833121

07977 096586
07865 517484

URGENT TREATMENT CENTRE

Petersfield Community Hospital, Swan Street,

Petersfield GU32 3LB 023 8231 9000

DROXFORD VILLAGE COMMUNITY WEBSITE

Local events and activities: www.droxfordweb.co.uk

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

Wellhouse, 2 Brook Street, Bishops Waltham 03444 111306

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH
Crime Reporting

CALL 999 only for the following reasons:

If a crime is taking place, or has just happened;

If you have immediate concern for someone's safety, including a
medical emergency;

If you see a traffic collision involving injury or danger to other road
users;

Or if you see something suspicious that requires immediate
attention. The more information that you can provide, the better.

CALL 101 or, preferably, use www.Hampshire.Police to report crimes
that are not in progress; suspicious people or vehicles, and non-urgent
reporting such as anti-social behaviour, suspected drug use or damage
to property.

ALSO, after contacting one of the above, please contact your local
Neighbourhood Watch, as detailed below.

» DROXFORD droxfordnhwchair@btinternet.com
High St. James Matthissen 07914 638082
Sheep Pond Ln.  Matt Avison mattavison@hotmail.com
Dundridge Ln. E  Colin Richardson (chair) 07711 058744

Midlington Hill Claire Francis claire.francis1209 @gmail.com
Swanmore Rd. Ruth Butler  ruthb635@gmail.com 07818 404177
Midlington Rd. Louise Hudson hudsonlouise111@gmail.com
South Hill W. Tony Hoile (dep. chair) 07506 849443
Union Ln. Lynne Dumbrell lynnedumbrell@yahoo.co.uk
The Park Sally Clarke sallycclarke@icloud.com
Northend Ln. Colin Richardson (chair) 07711 058744
Chestnut Rise. John Whittaker 877788
Mill Ln. and S.Hill E Sally Sturt (dep. chair) 07767 301095

» MEONSTOKE, CORHAMPTON and EXTON

To exchange information about suspicious or criminal behaviour
in Meonstoke, Corhampton or Exton, please use the CM&E
Crime-Watch WhatsApp group. If you are not already a member
and wish to join, please text the Administrator, Peter Riley, on
07702 863954.

Residents in Exton can also report incidents to their co-ordinator,
Sue Robertson, on 878545.

42




The Bridge: February - March 2024

February

Fri 2nd Pilates with
Charlotte Greatz,
Droxford Village Hall
9.15am.

Tue 6th Yoga Group,
Meon Hall 9.30am

Tue 6th Yoga with
Yvonne Egen, Droxford
Village Hall 6.16pm.

Tue 6th Badminton,
Meon Hall, 7.30pm.

Wed 7th Pilates

Group, Meon Hall,
9.15am.

Wed 7th Pop In, St
Andrew’s Church
10am to midday,
Wed 7th Pilates with
Hannah Plomb,
Droxford Village Hall
1.15pm.

Thur 8th Meonstorks
Toddler Group, Meon
Hall 9.30am.

Frid 9th Pilates with
Charlotte Greatz,
Droxford Village Hall
9.15am.

Sat 10th Quiz Night,
Droxford Village Hall
7.30pm

Tue 13th MV Arts
Society lecture
“Paintings of Stanley
Spencer,” Meon Hall
10.40am

Tuel3th Badminton
7.30pm.

Tue 13th Yoga with
Yvonne Egen, Droxford
Village Hall 6.16pm.
Wed 14th Pilates
Group. Meon Hall
9.15am.

Wed 14th Pilates with
Hannah Plomb,
Droxford Village Hall
1.15pm.

Fri 16th Pilates with
Charlotte Greatz,

Evenks ‘DE.,&T‘:;

Droxford Village Hall
9.15am.

Mon 19th Mindfulness

Group, Meon Hall
9.45am to Noon.

Tue 20th Yoga with
Yvonne Egen, Droxford
Village Hall 6.16pm.

Tue 20th FODC AGM
Droxford Chuirch
6.30pm.

Wed 21st Pilates with
Hannah Plomb,
Droxford Village Hall
1.15pm.

Thur 22nd Meon
Valley Orchestra.
Meon Hall 9.00am

Thur 22nd
Meonstorks Toddler
Group, Meon Hall
9.30am.

Fri 23rd Pilates with
Charlotte Greatz,
Droxford Village Hall
9.15am.

Tue27th Yoga with
Yvonne Egen, Droxford
Village Hall 6.16pm.

Wed 28th Pilates with
Hannah Plomb,
Droxford Village Hall
1.15pm.

Wed 28th Lent Lunch,
St Andrew’s Church,
12.30.

Thur 29th Droxford
History Group talk by
Tony Kippenbergeer
“Henry VIl and the
Waltham Treaty”
Droxford Village Hall
7.30pm.

March

Fri 1st Mindfulness
Retreat, Meon Hall,
10am to noon.

Fri 1st Pilates with

Charlotte Greatz,

Droxford Village Hall
9.15am.

Sat 2nd Hamper
Scottish Reels.

Tue 5th Yoga Group,
Meon Hall, 9.15am

Tue 5th Yoga with

Yvonne Egen, Droxford
Village Hall 6.16pm.

Wed6th Pilates Group,
Meon Hall 9.15am.

Wed 6th Pilates with
Hannah Plomb,
Droxford Village Hall
1.15pm.

Wed 6th Pop In, 10am
to midday, St
Andrew’s Church..

Thur7th Meon Valley
Orchestra. Meon Hall
9.00am.

Thur 7th Meonstorks

Toddler Group, Meon
Hall 9.30am.

Thur7th Hampshire
Farmers Club AGM &
Dinner 7.30pm.

Fri 8th Pilates with
Charlotte Greatz,
Droxford Village Hall
9.15am.

Sat 9th Cubs 24-hour
sleepover at Meon
Hall to Sunday Noon.

Tue 12th MV Arts
Society lecture
“Bruegel, Seasons,
World”, Meon Hall
10.40am.

Tue 12th Yoga with
Yvonne Egen, Droxford
Village Hall 6.16pm.
Tue 12th Badminton,
Meon Hall, 7.30pm.

Wed 13th Pilates
Group, Meon Hall,
9.15am.

Wed 13th Pilates with
Hannah Plomb,
Droxford Village Hall
1.15pm.

Wed 13th
Corhampton &
Meonstoke Parish
Council meeting,
Meon Hall 7.30pm

Thur 14th Meonstorks
Toddler Group, Meon
Hall 9.30am

Thur 14th MV Garden
Club meeting, Meon
Hall 7.30pm.

Fri 15th Pilates with
Charlotte Greatz,
Droxford Village Hall
9.15am.

Mon 18th Mindfulness

Group, Meon Hall
9.30am.

Mon 18th Scottish

Reels Group, Meon
Hall 8.00pm.

Mon 18th RBL talk by
Lt Cmdr Hugo Mitchell
Heggs on “Rowing the
Atlantic in HMS
Ordacious” Droxford
Village Hall 7pm.

Mon 18th Meon Hall
Management
Committee, Meon
Hall, 7.30pm

Tue 19th Yoga Group,
Meon Hall, 9.15am.

Tue 19th Yoga with
Yvonne Egen, Droxford
Village Hall 6.16pm.

Tue 19th Badminton,
Meon Hall, 7.30pm

Wed 20th Pilates

Group, Meon Hall,
9.15am.

Wed 20th Pilates with
Hannah Plomb,
Droxford Village Hall
1.15pm.

Thur 21st Talk by Kit
Power on “The
Remarkable Exploits
of Three Victorian
Steam Yachts” 6pm
for 6.45.

Thur 21st Meonstorks

Toddler Group, Meon
Hall 9.30am.

Fri 22nd Pilates with
Charlotte Greatz,
Droxford Village Hall
9.15am.

Sat 23rd MV Garden

Club Spring Show,
Meon Hall.

Sat 23rd “Men’s
Sheds” talk, Droxford
Village Hall 10.30am.

Tue 26th Yoga Group,
Meon Hall 9.30am.

Tue 26th Yoga with
Yvonne Egen, Droxford
Village Hall 6.16pm.

Tue 26th Badminton,
Meon Hall, 7.30pm.

Wed 27th Pilates
Group, Meon Hall,
9.15am.

WedT7th Pilates with
Hannah Plomb,
Droxford Village Hall
1.15pm.

Thur 28th Meonstorks

Toddler Group, Meon
Hall 9.30am.

Fri 29th Pilates with
Charlotte Greatz,
Droxford Village Hall
9.15am.

Sun 31st CLOCKS GO
FORWARD 1 Hour -
British Summer Time.

Further
afield...

Tue 20th February
u3a talk by Guy
Liardet on “Indian
Religions” at Wickham
Community Centre
2pm.

Fri 1st March World
Day of Prayer Service
at Our Lady Queen of
Apostles Church,
Bishops Waltham,
S032 1GX at 2pm.

43



Paddock
Maintenance

G. RIXON LTD.

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS

Topping
Fertilising

ulu: [STH Spraying

Springtyning

Harrowin
01329 834600 ;{%ﬁn“cﬁ Hedge cuiing

£ e 5 Fencing &
enguiries@g-rixon-ltd.co. uk PADDOCK MAINTENANCE S0 .

safe

APPROVED CONTRACTOR REGISTER

_ We offer a complete & professional
WWW. g-rixon-ltd.co. uk paddock maintenance service Log Splitting
Located near Bishops Waltham, covering & Chipping
all surrounding areas. 5
Full Public

We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty Paddock, field & garden work is carried out Liability
light fittings and dripping taps, to larger jobs such e quad b"‘e';;;”"”i easy access t‘r’k I
as complete rewires and replacement bathrooms. el bl e

We are disabled adaptation specialists and install .
level access showers and accessible kitchens. Phil Stratten 07799 118 022
mail@pimpmypaddock.com

G. RIXON LTD. Wynot Heath Road Soberton Hampshire SO32 3PQ www,pimpmypaddock,com

Luxury Welrooms and Bathrooms

Designed and
Installed by
locally based
professionals
with over 20
years hands on
experience.

Kilchens &
Extension work
also calered
for, as well as
large and small
refurbishment
projects.

Tel: 01489 878248 | 07917 358 358
mike@hampshirebathroomdesign.co.uk

www.hampshirebathroomdesign.co.uk
1 Quantock Cottage, North End Lane, Droxford
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