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Our front cover shows one of the baskets of goodies which awaited
our Ukraine visitors on their arrival, the contents having all been
donated by villagers, and then made into welcome packs by Cheryl
Jensen.
On pages 24 and 25 we tell the stories of how they fled their wartorn coountry… in the case of one family being able to carry just two
rucksacks of clothes and possessions.
The response by villagers has been astonishing - ‘overwhelming,’ in
the words of one of the families who said they couldn’t thank
everyone enough for the wonderful welcome they had received.
Ian Gilchrist, Editor
07785 951063
Email: thebridgeeditor@gmail.com

THE BRIDGE is delivered at the start of the months of February, April, June, August, October and December. If you
are responsible for village activities, diaries and schedules, please send your write-ups to the Editor at the address
shown above. Copy in Microsoft word is preferred, rather than PDFs which can sometimes present layout problems.
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PARISH CONTACTS
Please note: local telephone numbers have the preﬁx 01489

RECTOR: The Rev’d Tony Forrest,
The Rectory, Rectory Lane, Meonstoke, SO32 3NF
rector.meonbridge@btinternet.com 877422
Note: The Rector’s rest day is usually Tuesday
DROXFORD
Churchwarden: Colin Matthissen 877867
Secretary: Position vacant.
Treasurer & Gift Aid Secretary:
Richard Baxter
877227
Organist: John Martin
877385
Sacristan: Laura Jerosch 01329 231956
Verger: James Matthissen
877867
3rd Sunday Services: Ros Collins 877782

LICENSED LAY MINISTERS: Reader: Cathy Mathews 877804
Reader emeritus: Pauline Quarendon 877392
ASSISTANT CLERGY: Rev’d Canon Anthony Hulbert 878289

MEONSTOKE WITH CORHAMPTON
Churchwarden: Angela Peagram. 878725
Secretary: (via Churchwarden)
Treasurer: Position vacant.
Gift Aid Secretary: Iain Gammell. 878162
Organists:
(Meonstoke): Position vacant.
(Corhampton): John Martin (am) 877385
Sacristan: Karen Ellis
878619

PRESHAW
Coordinator: Position vacant.
EXTON
Churchwarden & Secretary:
Richard Pepys
878035
Treasurer & Gift Aid Secretary:
David Frere-Cook
877838
Organist & Sacristan: Positions vacant.
Verger: Bob Miles

OTHER DENOMINATIONS
Roman Catholic (Bishop’s Waltham): Fr Bruce Barnes 890947

For information about Baptisms and Funerals, please contact the Rector.
For information about weddings, please contact Sue Wells 01329 834130 sjwells@meonwood.co.uk

LIST OF ADVERTISERS
When contacting an advertiser please say you saw it in The Bridge.
ACCOMMODATION Wallops Wood Cottages 12.
ANTIQUES Droxford Antiques 6.
CARPENTERS Cramer Bespoke Carpentry 43.
CATERING Clementine Catering 31.
COMPUTERS & HOME TECHNOLOGY Punchedcard 14.
Computer Problems Solved 35: Gecko Systems 38.
DOMESTIC SERVICES Grange Upholstery 10: Advanced Clean
12: Howe’s That Window Cleaning 16: Oliver Chimney Sweep
32: Cynthia Tester Curtains & Blinds 38: Amanita Pest Control
29: Nice & Neat Cleaning 29: Curtain Making & Alterations 31:
Alan Shawyer Domestic Appliance Repairs 31:
ELECTRICAL SERVICES Ben Tibbetts Electrical 16: Chase
Farm Electrical 31.
ESTATE MANAGEMENT Lister Tree Surgery 2: RJS Fencing
33: The Country House Company 43: Pimp my Paddock 44.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS Richard Steel & Ptnrs 8: South Downs
Funerals 34: A.H. Freemantle Funeral Directors 43.
GARDEN & LANDSCAPING Judit Appel Garden Design 10:
The Tudor Gardener 14: Meon Valley Mowers 29: Greenbuild
Landscapes 32.
GLASS & GLAZING Fareham Glass 14: Leydene Glass &
Glazing 37.
HAIRDRESSERS Shades of Sweet Pea 38.
HEALTH Yoga Belleza 6: The Toe Business 10: Saxbys Eyecare
12.
HEATING, & PLUMBING R A Redman 2: B Eastman Plumbing
& Heating Ltd 8: Harpers Ltd 10: Adept Oil Fired Heating 12:
Mark Oliver Plumbing & Heating 14: G. Rixon Ltd. 44.
HOME IMPROVEMENTS KJN Home Improvements 34:
Hampshire Bathroom Design 44.

JEWELLERS Simon Lawson Jewellers 35.
LEGAL & FINANCIAL SERVICES Chamberlains Solicitors 31:
Nicholas Ridge Tax Advisor 35: MacDonald Oates Solicitors 36.
MOTOR Auto Brite Smart Repairs 30: Taylors Garage 33:
Andrews Autosource 34.
PAINTERS & DECORATORS Mark & June Mason 16: Oliver’s
Painting and Decorating Services 30: Topcoats 35: Top Marks
Decorating 37.
PETS The Dog Room 16.
PRINTING & STATIONERY Studio 6 Design & Print 16:
Green Dove 36.
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Steve Such Property
Maintenance 6: Droxford Interiors 8: R&G Gamblin General
Builder 29: D&S Oil Tanks 35: Charles Henry Property Services
36: TM Construction 37: Master Thatcher 37: JT Carpentry and
Building 38.
PUBLIC HOUSES & BREWERS The Shoe 14: The Bucks Head
33: Bowmans Ales 36.
RIDING & EQUESTRIAN Merrie Stud 29: Shedﬁeld Equestrian
34.
SCHOOLS & EDUCATION Sally Keighley Music Tuition 16:
The Valley Pre-school 20: Maths Tutor 29.
SHOPS & STORES Meonstoke Post Oﬃce & Stores 6.
Midlington Meadows 30.
SPORT Hazelholt Indoor Tennis 2.
STORAGE Barn Store 37.
TAXIS & PRIVATE CAR HIRE Hambledon Cars 16: Gamblin
Cars 30.
WOOD PRODUCTS Woodlea Nurseries 6: Rustics 10:
Hardwood Logs 32.

To advertise in The Bridge please contact David Neale: bridge.advertisingmanager@gmail.com 01489 878541
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ON REFLECTION
A new ‘Easter moment’?
chance than many in overcoming, say, distrust, so that every
new face may, once again, be seen more as a poten7al new
acquaintance, rather than a likely vector of disease.

We have passed the 2nd anniversary of COVID-19 being
recognised globally as a pandemic. The disease, caused by a
new coronavirus, has touched all our lives. Its impact in
terms of the loss of life, and on our ongoing state of health
and on our livelihoods, and even on our sense of safety, is
beyond the experience of almost everyone.

As a na7on, Her Majesty the Queen’s Pla7num Jubilee and,
God-willing, its legacy aﬀords us an opportunity to reinvent
ourselves as ac7ve par7cipants within the great diversity that
makes up this na7on. It is a 7me to develop our sense of
what it is to be ‘church’ in the local community. For all of us,
it is about what we can put into our shared way of life, which
paradoxically will mean that we can get more out of it.

We have seen poli7cal implica7ons in the ways in which
there has been a widening in the pre-existent gaps between
the ‘haves’ and the ‘have nots’, such as in our ability to work
at home, and in our access to informa7on and even
healthcare, increasingly only available online.

As the war con7nues to rage in Ukraine and we struggle to
make sense of it, individuals and local communi7es have
So, two and more years on, we need to consider how best to
responded wonderfully to the plight of the
enter into meaningful new theological
people caught up in that conﬂict by
thought in the light of the pandemic
Some post-Easter,
providing homes, by giving to chari7es
experience. This includes how we should see
post-pandemic
hopes
working in the region, by sending and even
ourselves as a gathered church, how we
taking much needed clothing and medical
engage with the numerous ‘de-churched,’ and
supplies and so much more. The best of humanity and the
how we can support the ‘un-churched’ - our ecclesiology.
goodness of God are at work in this awful and unnecessary
It includes the ways in which we honour the elders of our
situa7on.
community and use their wisdom to nurture the young –
As we contemplate our recovery from the pandemic, as we
a]er the fashion of Anna in the Temple. We must address
celebrate the remarkable Jubilee, as we respond to the crisis
the long-term eﬀects of people being disconnected from the
in Ukraine, we may just glimpse how God can work through
sacraments, especially bap7sm and Holy Communion. How
us, we may just rebuild our understanding of the importance
do we recover from being separated from one another, from
of the church’s message and role in a broken world, and we
being wary to shake a hand, from becoming reluctant to
discern fuller roles for ourselves as individuals within our
meet face-to-face?
communi7es.
We also have to think in ethical terms as we emerge from a
The message of Easter is all about new life, life in all its
period where profound social isola7on has caused long-term
fullness, emerging from suﬀering and even death.
harms, including psychological harms, and has pushed
countless people to breaking point and some beyond.
We stand at a point which may be a unique Easter-like
Despite the eﬀorts of good people, others are s7ll cut oﬀ
moment for us all. Perhaps, the last one was in 1945, at the
from social contact, not least when they have no access to
end of the Second World War.
the Internet.
Another ethical issue is how we respond to the eﬀects of
increased domes7c tensions and even violence, when
already stressed households have been locked down for long
periods.

Ironically, the celebra7ons of the 75th Anniversary of that
were much curtailed by the Pandemic. Nevertheless, we can
reﬂect on how the world set out to re-build security and
peace, for example by establishing the United Na7ons.

There are real theological challenges to consider, such as
how our theologising changes mindsets for good and wins
over hearts, and how we can play our part in mi7ga7ng the
ever increasing barriers that have disenfranchised the most
excluded people on earth.

And perhaps the Jubilee will help us re-capture the VE and
VJ-Day spirit providing a springboard for our growth as a
post-pandemic people who see their neighbours as
precious, whether they are in Ukraine or in the house next
door.

In small communi7es such as ours, perhaps we stand more

Rev’d Tony Forrest
5
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Droxford
children
honour the
D-Day
airmen
who lost
their lives

The pupils, accompanied by their head teacher Matthew Dampier and the Rev’d
Tony Forrest, one by one read out the names of the airmen as wreaths were laid
and a piper played the Last Post. Below, Fr Tony dedicates the stone monument.

Six pupils from Droxford Junior School, together with their head teacher,
had the honour of taking part in a moving service of memorial to 33
airmen who lost their lives 78 years ago.
They gathered a mile up a steep path
near Old Winchester Hill, at a site
overlooking the valley where a Horsa
glider had crashed on 4th April 1944.
Watched by over 200 former and
serving militrary personnel, highranking RAF personnel, MP Flick
Drummond and other dignitaries, they
solemnly read out the names of those
who had died, as wreaths were laid
and the Last Post played.
Among those laying wreaths was
Captain Anthony McEwen, RN, who is
chairman of the Droxford and District
branch of the Royal British Legion,
and the service was conducted by
the Rector of the Meon Benefice,
Rev’d Tony Forrest, who unveiled a
specially-commissioned stone
monument bearing the names of the
airmen.
The tragedy happened as the glider

was being towed by a Sterling
Bomber, as part of a night-time D-Day
training exercise.
The Sterling had to fly low because of
low cloud, and there was no lighting
because of the blackout. The plane
crashed into a tree to the east of
Warnford Park, killing all 27 soldiers
on board the glider. The Sterling flew
on, but having suffered major damage
crashed near Romsey, killing the 6
crewmen. The average age of the 33
men was 25.
Details were kept secret at the time
for fear they might give the Germans a
clue to the location of the Allied
Assault.
It only came to light last year when a
former RAF parachutist, Maj Will Pike,
heard about it from his wife's family
which owns the farm where it
happened, and he decided a
memorial to the men should be held
near the scene.
Droxford head teacher Matthew
Dampier told The Bridge after the
service, “The school had been asked
if we would like to bring six pupils to
read out the names of the brave souls
who lost their lives, and I wrote to all
parents asking if they would like their
David Buttriss CPO, RN Retd, bears
the Droxford British Legion’s
Standard at the service.
7

child to be among those selected at
random to take part.
“I then put the names into a hat and
chose six, one from each class, and
we practised a few times, with Father
Tony going through the timings and
the parts where we were to lay the
wreaths and bow.
“We were all deeply honoured and
humbled to be part of the service,
and I have to say the children were a
credit to their school, speaking
beautifully on what was a nervous
and chilly occasion, and were
commended by all.”
A collection after the Memorial
Service enabled $200 (USD) to
be sent directly to Ukraine, and
a sale in church of candles with
Ukrainian flags on them has
resulted, so far, in a donation of
£100 to the DEC Ukraine
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Guy and Jenny celebrate
60 years of marriage
Guy and Jenny Liardet celebrated their sixtieth wedding anniversary at midday
on March 26th in the Meon hall.
A gloriously sunny day allowed many
of the 150 friends and family to
gather outside and enjoy the chilled
Crémant de Loire fizzy wine and the
delicious canapés provide by
Clementine Catering of Swanmore.
Many remarked what a happy event it
was.
Guy and Jenny met in early 1961 at a
cocktail party at Amberley in West
Sussex hosted by a friend of each of
their fathers and half way between
their two homes, getting married in
February 1962. Early in their married

Meon Valley
Playreading
Group

life, Guy was away for a year in the
Persian Gulf.
Guy and Jenny have lived in
Meonstoke for fifty years, with
interruptions caused by Guy’s naval
life and his second career based in
London. All three of their children
passed through Meonstoke school.
In a short speech extolling Jenny’s
virtues, Guy reminded everyone of
Jenny’s admired career as a French
and drama teacher at Bridgemary
Comprehensive, Swanmore and
Rookesbury Park, latterly teaching
French at Meonstoke school.
Finally, his toast was “Jenny and the
Next Ten Years.”

Thank!you!all!so!much!for!
your!efforts!in!getting!
contributions!to!the!stalls,!
and!for!coming!along!and!
helping!Anne!and!I!to!have!a!
happy!sunny!morning!with!our!
garden!full!of!friends.

7.30pm at the Meon Hall.
NO experience needed
NO acting on stage!

There!will!be!a!full!report!in!
the!next!issue!of!The!Bridge.

NO 'screens' - for a
pleasant change!
so … NO excuse for not
coming along!

James!Morrice

Gordon Hope

Just £3 covers rent and
coffee.

Questions? Just e-mail:
gerryhayles45@gmail.com

£2,602
The!Plant!and!Cake!Sale!at!
Brook!Cottage!raised!the!
marvellous!sum!of!£2,602.!!!

Yes! We're back, with
regular meetings on 2nd
Tuesday of the month.

Next meetings: Tues
June14th and Tues July
12th.

Plant!and!Cake!
Sale!raises!

P.S. Meonstorks is free of
charge for Ukrainian families
attending (and indeed others
who cannot afford it which is a
growing number).
Vicky

9

Jane Hope and all the family wish to
express their sincere thanks for
all the love and sympathy shown to them
in their great loss on the death of Gordon
who died 14th March 2022 aged 83 years.
A dear Husband, Father, Grandfather and
Great Grandfather.
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Hard work and perseverance now needed
to develop the future of Droxford Church
Friends of Droxford Church (FODC)
have held a one-day event to discuss
a five-year strategy for the its future.
The aim is to maintain and enhance
the 11th century church building,
promote its heritage to the
community, and develop it as a centre
for community activities for the
residents of Droxford and the
neighbouring district.
The event was attended by existing
community providers, who
participated in workshops and
discussions.
The outcomes were:
n An agreed set of shared values…
love, community, inclusion, trust and
enthusiasm.
n An agreement to improve
communication between providers

Bring the joy
of singing into
your life
and the community.
n Make improvements to the
church building so it can be used for a
range of religious and secular use.
n Work in collaboration with the
village Hall to promote a programme
of community activities and events.
The workshop was followed by a
questionnaire to all residents, inviting
their views and comments regarding
the priorities identified.
Their feedback has given us, together
with our partners – the Droxford
Community Hub and the PCC – a clear
indication of the community’s
priorities, and we are all now ready for
the hard work and perseverance
necessary.
This will require a wide range of skills
and knowledge, and FODC welcomes
new members, and anyone who would
like to be involved in delivering our
ambitious strategy.

Working on the five-year strategy

June Kershaw, FODC Facilitator

Pop In
St Andrew’s Church, Meonstoke
We are up and running again, providing beverages, cake,
biscuits and an opportunity to chat. The library situated at the
back of the church is also available for you to browse, bring
and borrow books. There is a good selection of fiction and nonfiction, we just ask you to remember to bring the book back!
So ‘Pop In’ between 10 am and noon on any first or third
Wednesday of the month.
Next dates Wednesday 1st June & Wednesday 15th June
Everyone is welcome!
Linda Forrest 01489 877422

The Meon Voices Community
Group Choir brings you music,
fellowship and friendship, and is
looking for more members to
start in September.
If you would like to bring the joy of
singing into your life, there’s no
need to audition, and you don’t
need to read music. If you love to
sing and are prepared to make a
bit of an effort, that’s enough for
this welcoming throng.
Each member receives a set of
musical scores of a wide variety
of music (there really is
something for everyone). It is on
Drop Box and CD as well, so you
can practise at home.
The choir supports equality and
diversity, and is led by a highly
qualified conductor and
accompanied by a brilliant pianist.
The commitment required
includes attending weekly twohour practice sessions in Bishops
Waltham every Monday night
from 7.30pm; practice between
sessions, enough to suit your
level of confidence and
competence; a modest financial
contribution towards music, the
hall, etc, payable at the beginning
of each term; and to take part in
our Christmas and Spring
performances if possible.
Term 1: January to May
Term 2: September to December
If you would like to join, or have a
copy of our ‘new members’ leaflet
which contains full information,
contact Phil on 01489 579078
or coundleypj@yahoo.com
or Jane on janevose@yahoo.com
Lizz Clarke, Managing Director
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On the 5th April, the team at Wilfrid’s Café in Droxford were extremely proud
to host a five-hour bake sale for the people of the Ukraine which in total raised
an amazing £2,644.
Dona7ons through the café came to
£1,178.70. which included all of the
cakes and also all sales from the café
itself, this being made possible by an
anonymous dona7on of coﬀee beans
and milk for the day – big thanks to
that kind person.
Then our online Just Giving page
included a further £1,466, bringing the
grand total donated to DEC - £2,644.70
– just WOW!
Wilfrid’s Café is situated in a very
charitable village but we also had
supporters from far and wide, so when

we started to adver7se the event oﬀers
of support help and baked dona7ons
soon ﬂooded in.
Decora7ons were strung up the night
before, and the themed servieees and
daﬀodils prepared. On the day, the
cakes started to arrive early and the
coﬀee machine was warming up nicely
for what turned out to be an extremely
busy day.
Pema Anna Brunet accompanied the
day with acous7c violin improvisa7ons
some of which were Ukrainian folk
songs, and this beau7ful music ﬁlled

the church all day.
Massive thanks to her and to all our
supporters who helped to make the
day a great success by dona7ng baked
goods, volunteering for a shi] and
coming along and buying cakes or
drinks on the day. Also, thanks to those
who gave us the con7nued support we
needed to put on such an event
We couldn’t have done it without you
all!
Sincere thanks from the Wilfrid’s Ops
Team: Sarah, Margaret, Ali and
Stephen.

AUCTION FOR UKRAINE

Fun and games in Pound Lane
raised £250 for Ukraine

Sunday 12th June 2022
At Drokenford, Chapel Road, Meonstoke
Viewing from 3:00pm
Auction starts 3:30pm
Items donated by Chapel Road residents
Bring your own chair and BYOB
Other donations / details:
David & Sally Keighley
07736799262
davidkeighley@hotmail.com
IF WET IN MEONSTOKE CHURCH

Lent Lunch: amazing result!

A group of Pound Lane residents and their families
enjoyed an afternoon of Easter games to raise money
for the people of Ukraine.

Thank you very much to all of you who either
attended the Lent Lunch in aid of Ukraine
refugees at Bakerswell in Bucks Head Hill, or
who made separate donations.

As well as egg rolling (see there was a decorate an egg
competition with the theme of either Ukraine or the
Queen's Diamond Jubilee, a raffle and auctioning a Tshirt, chipping golf balls into buckets, and an Easter egg
Treasure Hunt with a knowledge of Ukrainian towns and
cities a definite advantage!

We made an amazing £760 which we have sent
to the DEC.
Angela Peagram

A very enjoyable afternoon that raised £250 for the
people of Ukraine.
Linda Foot

We welcome our Ukraine visitors
see pages 26 and 27
13
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By the time The Bridge
drops through your letter
box, celebrations for the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
will be only days away,
and we look forward to
seeing houses and
gardens suitably adorned
for this very special
occasion.

Climate change:
Get involved in helping
Droxford play its part

Judging of Decorate to
Celebrate will take place
during the afternoon of
Friday 3rd June and the
winner will be announced
during the Country Fair
the following day.

Escalating fuel prices and the effects of climate
change are related issues that continue to attract
widespread concern.

Droxford Parish Council is working with Winchester
Action on the Climate Crisis (WinACC) to set up a
small group of people from Droxford
who may be interested in ﬁnding out
more about what could be done
locally regarding climate change.
Work is proceeding with the creation of a new Garden of Reﬂection in the

Garden of Reflection underway

Whilst acknowledging that this is a
global issue, we’re keen to look at
how we can all play our part in
reducing Droxford’s carbon footprint
and make the most effective use of
resources.
If you would like to get involved, or
ﬁnd out more, please contact
WinACC’s Climate Ofﬁcer, Stuart Mills
at stuart.mills@winacc.org.uk or
07599 823859.
Janet Melson
Chair, Droxford Parish Council

The Hall is slowly emerging from its
Covid-induced slumber and many
activities have resumed including
Yoga and Pilates classes as well as
talks and events organised by the
Royal British Legion, the Meon
Valley Garden Club and the
Droxford History Society.
Watch out for the adverts around
the village publicising these events.
Private parties have also resumed in
earnest.
The most recent event of course
was the famed Droxford Quiz night
which was held on May 7th with our

area currently known as the Parish Green, between the Square and the
Churchyard.
It is intended that this will be completed in time for the Jubilee and that both
residents and visitors to the area will enjoy this re-purposed area.

Keeping you informed
Droxford Parish Council frequently
updates its website, providing
information on matters of civic
interest, including relevant articles
from Hampshire County Council and
Winchester City Council, as well as

social events within the village.
Anyone wishing to advertise an event
relevant to the village should provide
details to the Parish Clerk who will
add it to the website:
clerk.droxfordpc@gmail.com

The next big Village Hall event, on 16th July,
will be the return of the Rude Mechanical
Theatre Company who will perform their latest
show Gods and Dogs, billed as ‘An hilarious
allegory of love, marriage and celebrity in
2084.’ A show not to be missed, which is to be
held in the Old Rectory Gardens from 6pm,
with picnics in true Glyndebourne style,
courtesy of Mary and Harry Martineau.
indomitable Quiz Master, John
Martin.
With the usual challenging
questions a good time was had by
all and everyone enjoyed the usual
chilli supper and the local ale.
We have decided to delay the start
of the film season until the autumn,
so watch out for the yellow adverts
for our first film which will take place
on the last Wednesday evening in
15

September.
For more information on any of the
classes or events or to book the
Hall for your own function please
contact the Booking Secretary Terry
Crowfoot on 01489 877631
or terrycrowfoot@btinternet.com
The 200 Club winners
April: Cheryl Wannell
May: Joy Mead.
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Returning to normal, but running
costs are up
Two years ago The Bridge reported:
“The Meon Hall has been closed
and shut down since March 2020.
Expected hiring income has mostly
disappeared for this year but
building running costs and
maintenance have continued to
chew their way through the bank
account funds.”
Now that The Meon Hall is fully
open again we are getting back to
the normal swing of things.
However the Hall’s running costs
are being affected (as are we all) by
the increased costs of everything.
The Hall Trustees are assessing
what needs to be done, and
treasurer Sue Marsh is keeping a
close eye on things financial.
Bookings: The Meon Hall has been
hired out for a series of Brownies

A reminder that Corhampton &
Meonstoke Parish Council’s
defibrillator is fitted outside The
Meon Hall’s main door. Instructions
for 999 contact and how to use the
defibrillator in medical
emergencies are on the box.

It is now known that several of these
were in the Droxford area. But where?
All will be revealed by Alan Matlock,

will take place on Saturday 2
July in Exton.
Those of you who would like to
help, in any way at all, please
contact Richard Pepys
01489 878035
or rpepys@gmail.com
Many thanks, in anticipation of
your offers.

200 Club
Winners of the monthly prize
draws:
April: Bryony Carpenter
May: Jamie Ridout
Pack Holidays staying in The Meon
Hall from the end of July through to
the end of August when there will be
a Folk Music Camp. This is usually
a slack time in the Meon Hall’s year
for village hirings because of the
holiday season, so the Hall
Committee’s policy is to make best
use of the facilities by allowing this
Recycling: Please keep recycling
your unwanted clothes, shoes, and
textiles in the Yellow Bin at the
Meon Hall which raises money for
our Hampshire First Responders.
Planning a family party later this
summer? Please order your extra
tables, chairs, china, flutes, wine
glasses, cutlery for your summer
entertaining from the Meon Hall.
Please email to
meonhallbookings2@yahoo.com
(note the new email address), or
leave a message on 01489
877916.
James Morrice

Where were the Droxford Spitfire factories?
After the Luftwaffe bombed three large
Southampton Spitfire aircraft factories
during the Battle of Britain, the
Government ordered more than 30
small replacement factories to be built
in secret locations across southern
England.

The Exton, Meonstoke and
Corhampton Fȇte

the Chair of the Spitfire Makers
Charitable Trust, when he gives a talk
to the Droxford History Group.
He will also play recordings of the
bombs falling, together with first-hand
accounts by residents who watched it
happening.
“Building Spitfires without a Factory”
7.30pm, 28th July, Droxford Village
Hall. Non-members welcome, £3.
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The Bishop of Portsmouth, Bishop
Jonathon met local church leaders as
he visited each Deanery following his
installation at Portsmouth Cathedral
in March.
Here he is seen with Corhampton and
Meonstoke churchwarden Angela
Peagram, and James Matthissen, the
verger at Droxford.
The Bishop said one of his priorities
was to enable the Church to share the
good news of Jesus Christ with the
emerging generation. “Young people
are not the Church of tomorrow, they
are the Church of today,” he said.
Also present were former
Corhampton resident The Rev’d Dr
Ruth Howlett-Shipley, who is
Assistant Curate at Wickham and
Shedfield, and Droxford resident John
Symes who is a member of the
Deanery Synod.
John told the Bishop that Diocese
recommendations for works affecting
churches, churchyards, or their
contents, were often too costly,and
didn’t sufficiently take into account
the needs of the parishes and
communities who owned our church
buildings.
The Bishop asked him to write to him
with his concerns.
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All set for a great
Jubilee weekend
A big thank you to everyone for completing your Jubilee forms and so
generously donating towards the celebration’s funds. I’m delighted to have a
running total of nearly 350 confirmed attendees at the June 5th Street Party.
Teams of bunting installers, furniture
movers, cupcake bakers and
sandwich makers are being
coordinated as I write.
Volunteers have come forward to
make flower arrangements, lay tables
and serve tea. I’ve even got a teen
team to help on the day! If you’ve not
heard from me with details yet, don’t
worry you will…
Rita’s cake is maturing nicely, the
Parish Council have ordered the
commemorative mugs and Annabel’s
Marching Band is taking shape
(although additional musicians,
whatever their ability, are very
welcome).
Gill Horn is busy adding details of the
past ten years to add to her Jubilee
timeline which will be displayed in the
Meon Hall alongside treasured royal

memorabilia.
FOMS are planning a fancy dress
competition at the Meon Hall Big
Jubilee Lunch, The Valley Preschool
are making a big crown (can’t wait to
see it!) and the pupils of Meonstoke
School are producing artwork that will
be displayed alongside that of the
village Meonstorks toddler group.
So it’s time to look out your bunting,
think about your fancy dress (or just
dress in red, white and blue) and get
ready to eat cake!

Jubilee Marching
Band
Sunday 5th June
Assemble in the Meon Hall car
park at 2.25pm
All are welcome - singers,
recorders, any instrument, spoons,
drums, saucepans.
Walk to the High Street playing
London’s Burning as a ‘round’
behind the cake and banner, and
here’s the music to have a prac7ce
with.

Let’s all please keep our fingers
crossed for sunshine or I’ll have to
create a wet weather plan serving tea
in the Meon Hall.
Many thanks.
Pippa Heggie
Pippp.heggie@yahoo.co.uk

Any queries
annabelarmstrong@b7nternet.com

And here is what is happening…
Thursday 2nd June
10.00: Eucharist for Her Majesty the
Queen at Droxford Church.
17.30: Jubilee Service of Thanksgiving
at Droxford Church.
21.45: Beacon lighting at the top of
New Road, Meonstoke.

Friday 3rd June
15.00: Andrew Spreadbury Memorial
Match, Meonstoke Football Club,
Meon Hall recreation ground.
Late afternoon: Judging of Droxford’s
best “Decorate to Celebrate’ house
and garden.

Saturday 4th June
12.30-16.00: Droxford Country Fair.
Evening: Bucks Head screening of

Buckingham Palace Jubilee concert,
with live music and outdoor catering.
No booking required.

Sunday 5th June
10.30: Jubilee Service of Thanksgiving
at Meonstoke Church.
12.00: Picnic at the Meon Hall as part
of the national Big Jubilee Lunch. See
Gill Horn’s timeline highlighting key
events in each year of the Queen’s
reign alongside a collection of Royal
memorabilia, and displays by
Meonstorks, the Valley Preschool and
Meonstoke Infant School.
14.00: Judging of the FOMS Fancy
Dress competition at the Meon Hall.
14.30: Join the Marching Band
18

leading the procession of “the cake”
from the Meon Hall to the Street Party
on the High Street.
15.00-16.00: Cutting of the cake by
Pauline Quarendon, tea and coffee
served in commemorative mugs (to
take away and keep) at Mill Cottage.
The young and the the old are invited
to take a seat at one of the tables laid
with soft drinks, sandwiches and
cupcakes along the High Street, but
the rest of us may have to stand as so
many are keen to attend
Please note: Meonstoke High Street
will be closed to traffic from 08.00
until the Street Party is over.
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The 2012 Marching Band
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WhatsApp?
What’s that?

Droxford and District
Community Care
Group
DDCCG is a local community group, linked to the
Good Neighbours Network, that provides transport
to hospitals, doctors, dentists and other health
specialists.
If you are unable to access your medical
appointment, we have a team of volunteer drivers
who are willing to help.
To access this service please phone one of our
Transport Coordinators, who will do their best to
find you a driver: Arthur Brown 07865 517484
(Meonstoke), or Rosie Hoile 07977 096586
(Droxford).
For further information about the group, please
contact the Chair Za Rowe on 01489 877732.
Should you require urgent medical treatment for a
minor injury or illness that is not life-threatening, the
Urgent Treatment Centre
at Petersfield
is available between 8am and 8pm, every day and
all year round.
Please see its advertisement
on Page 41.

Droxford Computer Club is a community club for
the 18s to the 180s. It runs every Sunday evening
at 7pm in Wilfrid's Cafe.
Currently we're helping out with Photoshop,
making video calls on WhatsApp, building IoT
devices, getting rid of pesky adverts on iPads, and
backing up photos on a phone.
If you want to learn how to use WhatsApp, or make
a mobile App, or just generally celebrate ANY
successes with like-minded people
in a supportive atmosphere, then
pop down and join us.
Adam Sinnott 07555 272085.
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Froxﬁeld Choir celebrates its 50 year
anniversary with special concert
A number of Meonstoke and Exton residents are members of this great choir,
and tickets are on sale now for this celebration concert to watch us in action!
Make sure you buy yours soon, so that
you don’t miss out. They can be
purchased at One Tree Bookshop on
Lavant Street, Petersﬁeld or online
through TicketSource at
www.-cketsource.co.uk – search for
Froxﬁeld Choir.
Jubilate! is indeed a very apt 7tle for
the concert as it follows shortly a]er
the Queen’s Pla7num Jubilee Weekend
and obviously celebrates our own 50th
Anniversary.
It is remarkable to think that what
started as a small group of friends
gathering to sing in Elizabeth Goeo’s
drawing room in Froxﬁeld in 1972 has
endured and is thriving today, 50 years
later.
We hope it will be a wonderful evening
in the stunning sekng of Holy Trinity
Church, Privee, and we are delighted

to announce there will be a PreConcert Sparkling Wine and Canape
Recep-on from 6.30pm hosted by the
Choir, generously sponsored by Pain
Smith Solicitors in Medstead. This is
included in the cost of the 7cket.
The Concert itself will begin at 7.30pm
and the main event will be
Beethoven’s Mass in C accompanied
by the West Forest Sinfonia and guest
soloists.
Also, in the repertoire for the evening
will be a variety of pieces including a
specially commissioned piece by
resident composer Michael Orchard
and the always popular Zadok the
Priest.
We would especially like to thank our
sponsors of this concert - The John
Jenkins Shop at Nyewood, Pain Smith
Solicitors, and Alitex Glasshouses and

Corhampton 1000

WILD FLOWER DISPLAY
Don't forget the Wild Flower
Display over the Jubilee Weekend.

those providing addi7onal support
through adver7sing in the
programme. We are very grateful to
all these companies and any proﬁt
arising from the evening will be
donated to the Hampshire and Isle of
Wight Air Ambulance for the excellent
work they do in our community.
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and
Twieer @Froxﬁeld_Choir and on our
website heps://froxﬁeldchoir.co.uk
Sarah Rush

From the
Registers
Baptisms
Persephone Grace Pepys Woolner
The Church of St Peter & St Paul,
Exton
Sunday, 26th September 2021

Just fill a jam jar or simple
container with wild flowers,
grasses or even weeds.
Bring it to Corhampton Church on
Friday 3rd June between 6.30 and
8.00 pm and make this year's
display even better than last year's
which was amazing.

Margot Susan Joan Horn
The Church of St Mary and All Saints,
Droxford
Sunday, 10th October 2021

I would be grateful if you could let
me know if you are going to take
part but if you forget to tell me it
doesn't matter......just bring your
contribution to the Church on the
3rd June.

Shane Massey and Francesca
Elizabeth Hocquard
The Church of St Peter & St Paul,
Exton,
Sunday, 12th December 2021

Many thanks.
Lorna Allured 01489 877718

Marriage

Interment of Ashes

Some of last year’s splendid
contributions
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Evelyn Rose Smith
The Church of St Mary and All Saints,
Droxford
Saturday, 2nd October 2021
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The Spreadburys:
three generations of
Jubilee cake making
On Sunday June 5th Rita Fooks will proudly lead the Platinum Jubilee
marching procession along Meonstoke High Street, pushing on a trolley the
huge cake she will have made specially for the occasion.
In doing so she will be continuing the tradition started by her mother Peggy
Spreadbury nearly half a century earlier when she made the cake for the
village’s celebration of the Queen’s 25 years on the throne.
Rita has spent the last six weeks making
her 22-inch square cake, which will be in
four sections joined together, then, just
before the street party, covered in
marzipan and iced.
32 eggs will have gone into it, together
with 13 lbs of currants, sultanas and
raisins, 4 lbs of brown sugar, 4 lbs of
butter, the rinds of 8 lemons and 8
oranges, and at least half a bottle of
brandy.
It’s a recipe Rita learned as a teenager
from her mother Peggy who, in 1977,
made the cake for the Queen’s Silver
Jubilee celebrations in Meonstoke.
Four years later she created a replica of
the Meon Hall for the opening of the

…and grandson Lewis
is a chef with his own
catering company
building by the Duchess of Kent.
Peggy died in 1997, and as far as is
known there was no cake made for the
Queen’s 50th Jubilee in 2002, though
the village held its usual street party and
games.
In 2012, Rita was asked to make the
cake for the Diamond Jubilee, and she
has used the same recipe for the
forthcoming celebrations.
“I learned cake-making by watching my

Rita pours brandy on the four sections
of the cake to keep them moist, prior to
joining them together, and then
decorating them.

mother baking cakes for her friends.
She didn’t do it professionally, but
made them for people’s weddings and
birthdays.
“I’ve carried on doing the same, and
I’m delighted that my own three
children, Joanna, Nikita and Ashley, are
excellent bakers too, and that my
brother Shaun’s son Lewis is a chef
with his own catering business, the
Bread and Butter Company”
And the secret of making a perfect
cake? “Most people, when they are
making a sponge, will blend the sugar
and butter, but that takes forever,” she
says. “So instead, I just throw
everything in the bowl and mix it up.”

And here’s how they
The opening of
the Meon Hall,
where Peggy is
greeted by the
Duchess of Kent.
Right, Peggy
looks proudly on
as the Duchess
cuts her
celebratory
cake, a replica
of the Meon
Hall.

1977

Peggy with the cake
she made for the
Queen’s Silver Jubilee.

1982
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Peggy and John’s hard country life 80 years ago
The Spreadburys are thought to be
the oldest continuously-living
Meonstoke family, with Peggy, born
in 1931, having been featured in a
book called Tales of the Old
Countrywomen by Brian Martin,
which told the real life stories of
women who worked on the land in
the first half of the 1900s.

Lawford family’s boys, and it was here
she met her husbnd John.
John, now aged 90 and still living in
Meonstoke, worked at the farm for 49
years until it was sold. He was a
champion ploughman, winning over a
hundred County trophies, which cover
three shelves at his home in Pound
Lane. He was also a keen footballer,
reforming Meonstoke Football Club in
1952, later to be managed by his son
Andrew for 37 years, helped since
2006 by Shaun, his other son.

In a chapter entitled A Celebrated
Cake Maker, Peggy told of her
teenage years at The Hangars near
Bishops Waltham,
Life there could be primitive, she
wrote, with water having to be drawn
daily from a well, until one day rats
came up with it, and the Council
condemned it as a health hazard.
“After that, every day for two and a
half years after school, we had to go
to my Gran’s house – about 500
yards down the hill – to collect two
bathfuls of water which we got from
her tap, and then had to pull back
uphill on a truck Dad made for us.
“It was a great relief when the
landlord finally had water laid on.
“At Christmas we helped pluck the
hens, cockerels and turkeys that Dad
did for people. We all sat in a ring in
the shed, feathers everywhere, and

As with baking, managing the Club
has also been a family affair. Andrew
ran it for 37 years, and Shaun has
also had a long history of playing for
them, beginning in 1983 at the age of
15, and is still an active player today
aged 53.

singing carols.
“Mother used the feathers to make
pillows and mattresses. She never
wasted anything.
“She was also a wonderful cook who
taught me how to do everything from
plucking pigeons and pheasants,
skinning and paunching rabbits, and
making brawn from pig’s heads.
“If you were brought up in the country
you were used to these things.”
Itn 1951 Peggy moved to Stocks
Farm, Meonstoke, to be nanny to the

Since 2021, following Andrew’s
death, Shaun continues to run the
Club together with Rita’s son Ashley,
her daughter Joanna who is the
secretary, and player James Fitall.
A charity football match dedicated to
the memory of Andrew Spreadbury
will be held on the Meon Hall
recreation ground on Friday June 3rd
at 3pm. All are welcome (see page
19).

looked over the years

Rita carries on the family cake-making
tradition at the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee, and will be doing
so again for the Platinum
celebrations.

2012
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Welcoming our Ukraine visitors
As The Bridge went to press three Ukraine families had arrived - in Exton, Corhampton and Droxford and a fourth was due in Meonstoke once the paperwork had been completed.
In Exton, Jane and Trevor Chase welcomed sisters Tetiana and Olha, and their children Daria and
Bohdan. In Corhampton, Maria Young was hosting Olese and her son Artem, while in Droxford, settling
into Lyndsey and David Shepherd’s home at the Manor House, were the Sharapova family: Anzhela,
Volodymyr, and their children Viktor and Valeriia.
Bridge editor Ian Gilchrist has been finding out their stories.

‘There were bombs
going off all the time’
In Droxford, Anzhela Sharapova, her husband Volodymyr,
and their children Viktor, 16, and Valeriia, 12, were
settling in to an annexe of Lindsey and David
Shepherd's home at The Manor House.
The family had driven 3600 kilometres to reach the UK
from their home in Kyiv, where they had initially been
sheltering for several days in the underground car park of
their apartment to escape the daily bombing of their city.
Anzhela told The Bridge, “It was so dangerous, with missile
Anzhela and Volodymyur with their children Valeriia and
strikes and sirens going off practically all the time that we
Viktor after arriving in Droxford
had to leave, so we drove to a town in
the west of Ukraine in the
job making flight cases for musicians
settling well into daily life.
Transcarpathia region, where a friend
and other business sectors.
offered us a temporary apartment
“The children have started school
along with four other families.
Lydsey says escaping from the war
and both families have been getting
and leaving their friends and relatives
on very well and last weekend
“Being in Transcarpathia had also
behind has been a traumatic
enjoyed a delicious meal of borscht
become dangerous. It was there that
experience for the family, but they are
soup and Ukrainian-style chicken.”
we made initial contact with Lindsey
through a website linking with families
in the UK, and we applied for our
visas.
“We then had a three-day drive to the
UK, staying in hotels in Austria and
Czech Republic and Belgium that were
offering free accommodation to
refugees, as were the ferries.
“Now that we are here we can’t thank
the people of Droxford enough for
their wonderful welcome. The day we
arrived we found so many greetings
cards, soup and cakes left for us.
Someone had even baked some
Ukrainian style bread specially for us.
Everyone has been so kind, especially
Lindsey and her family.
Anzhela has been able to continue, on
line, her work as a technical assistant
for the Ukrainian agriculture industry,
while Volodymyr, who ran a marketing
business in Kyiv, has been offered a

Residents donate cash to
be turned into gift vouchers

Nell Gibson has set up an account at The Stores for local residents to give
donations to help our Ukraine visitors.
She explained, “People were
suggesting on WhatsApp of what
we could all do, so I offered
families a gift voucher for the shop.

browse and make their own
purchases.

“Customers then asked if they
could give money or credit in the
shop, instead of actual gifts.

“So as each family arrives I set up
an account in their name and
transfer credit across from the
generic account to their own
personal account.

“This would give the guests more
choice in what they receive, and
the ability to come to the shop on a
more long-term basis, and to

“People have been very generous,
some giving lump sums and sum
offering to give regular monthly or
weekly amounts.”
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‘Overwhelmed with everyone’s
kindness and generosity’
It was after watching the distressing news coverage of the Ukraine invasion
that Jane and Trevor Chase decided to offer to share their Exton home with a
refugee family.
Jane says, “We went on to the
online site OPORA and looked at
hundreds of profiles. We then had
so many people asking us for help,
it was very difficult to decide who to
respond to.
“Many Ukrainians wanted to live in a
city or large town, so that helped to
reduce our list. Sisters Olha and
Tetiana, and their children Daria
(12) and Bohdan (10) were very
happy to be offered a home in the
countryside, and we collected them
from Luton airport after several days
of travel.”
The family comes from the Bucha
area where Olha was a nurse and
Special Needs teacher.
Tetiana also has a nursing

background but more lately was
working as a lawyer.
When the bombing began they
escaped to their parents’ home near
Kyiv, then travelled twelve hours to
Warsaw on a coach, and then on to
Poznan where they boarded a flight
to Luton.
“They are a delightful extended
family group and they have been
overwhelmed by the kindness and
generosity that has been extended
to them,” says Jane. “Within a day of
them arriving we heard the children
laughing and playing in the garden,
so we know they will be okay.
“We are now making applications for
them to attend our local schools Droxford and Swanmore College

Olha (left) and Tetiana, with their
children Daria and Bohdan
have been very helpful and
welcoming.
“We also attended church this
morning where the Ukrainian
national anthem, Ukrainian hymns
and prayers had been recorded and
included in the service, which was
both moving and welcoming.
“The sermon was about drawing
lots: we might think we have choice
but sometimes there is divine
intervention, and I think there may
have been some divine intervention
going on for us!”

Gifts and cash came pouring in from villagers
after family arrived with just two rucksacks
Olesa and her 17-year-old son Artem
arrived at Maria Young’s home in
Warnford Road with just two
rucksacks, but after Maria put out a
plea on WhatsApp clothes and
toiletries came flooding in from
residents, and the Shoe and Bucks
Head immediately offered them jobs.

ﬂights to Ukraine refugees, but with a
very limited luggage allowance.

They had travelled from their home in
west Ukraine, ﬁrst via a bus to Poland
driven by volunteers, and then by air to
the UK. The airline was oﬀering free

“From the dona7ons before they
arrived, to the very generous account
Nell opened at the Stores, to our two
pubs for oﬀering them work, to

Maria told The Bridge, “So they just
squashed as much as they could into
two rucksacks, and now they are here
they have been truly overwhelmed
with everyone’s kindness.

everyone that has said hello and
welcome, and to the man at the Shoe
bar who overheard our conversa7on
and bought them drinks, thank you all
so much.
“They are seeling in well. Their English
is very minimal and I’m trying to learn
their language.But they have
speciﬁcally asked me to use it as liele as
possible, because they really want to
learn English.”

…but there is still much more we can all do
The response from the villagers to
help visitors settle in has been
amazing, says Cheryl Jensen who
organised a collection of toiletries,
blankets, rucksacks, cuddly toys,
books, games, pens and pencils,
school stationery, chocolates and
hand made cards which she then
made into welcoming hampers.
The cash donated was spent on
specific items for each guest,

tailored to their age and gender.

New Forest, or maybe the zoo.

But there is still more villagers can
do to offer support, she says.

”It all helps to give the families and
their hosts a break.

“We can offer lifts to the families
who would like to meet up with other
Ukrainian arrivals in other towns and
villages. We could invite them to
afternoon tea in our gardens, an
evening meal perhaps, take them
out for the day to the seaside, or the

“There is also a specialist Ukrainian
boutique set up by Sam Dunlop and
Anna Easton in Soberton for
refugees to buy anything they could
possibly need. Phone 07720 305613.
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“So a huge thank you to all who
have donated so generously.”
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It’s coming up roses!
Roses are coming into their own, but be on the lookout for black spot and
aphids. Remove any affected leaves then spray as directed with any
proprietary fungicide/pesticide that is available, or try using a dilute solution of
washing up liquid, which will deter aphids. Now is also the time to apply
selective weed killer and summer feed to lawns and to plant out the last of
summer bedding and other tender plants.
Vegetables: Early sowings of peas,
broad beans, carrots, early cabbage,
onions and cauliflower should be well
advanced by now and second sowings
should be made of peas and carrots.
Don’t forget to sow salad crops at two
or three-week intervals to provide a
succession of crops. Runner beans,
courgettes and outdoor tomatoes can
be planted out when all danger of
frost is past.
Plant out sprouts, winter cabbage,

leeks, celeriac and purple sprouting
broccoli. Try covering outdoor
tomatoes with horticultural fleece
during June to protect against blight,
alternatively try covering the plants
with polythene sheet when rain
threatens.
Fruit: Keep bushes and plants free of
weeds and check regularly for mildew,
aphids, sawfly and other pests and
spray as necessary.
If you do not have a fruit cage provide
protection against birds
over soft fruits such as
currants and strawberries,
with netting or bird-scarers
(old CDs dangling from
string can be effective).
Herbaceous border: Plant
out Dahlias and provide
plenty of mulch, divide and
replant primroses, take
cuttings of pinks. Plant out
half-hardy annuals and
tender perennials and
make sure they are kept
watered until established.
Deadhead early flowering
herbaceous perennials,

IN THE
GARDEN
June & July
but do not cut to ground level as this
will sap the strength of the plant. Cut
spent stems of bearded Iris to ground
level. Divide Iris rhizomes. Shear back
Aubrietia and winter flowering
heathers to give new tighter foliage
and better flowering next year.
Containers: Plant up troughs, tubs,
hanging baskets and window boxes.
Add slow release fertiliser and
vermiculite/perlite to the compost to
retain moisture.
In the greenhouse: Pinch out side
shoots from tomatoes (not bush
varieties) and after the first truss has
set, start to feed fortnightly with a
proprietary liquid feed. Train
cucumbers on wires and pinch out
growing tip to encourage side shoots.
Keep a look out for red spider mite
and white-fly. Spray as necessary or
use sticky white-fly traps. Keep plants
well watered and spray tomato plants
with proprietary fungicide in June as a
precaution against tomato blight.
John Owen

Bluebells and butterflies
The early spring flowers have now long since disappeared,
and even later tulips are now beginning to fade and lose
their petals, but in the wider countryside the blackthorn in
the hedgerows is abundant, and bluebells and wood
anemones can be seen in the woodlands.

fruit is an anticipated pleasure.
Dandelions, celandines, daisies and forget-me-nots
abound in the grass, providing us with something very
positive, in a world where cruelty and misery have
become all too commonplace.
Jackie Hibbert

As the daylight hours increase, the birds can be heard
singing later in the evening and earlier in the morning.
While they concentrate on nest building, the insects visit
the flowers for nectar.

“I see wild flowers in their summer morn
Of beauty, feeding on joy’s luscious hours;
The gay convolvulous, wreathing round the thorn,
Agape for honey showers;
And slender king cup, burnished with the dew
Of morning’s early hours,
Like gold yminted anew.

It is a pleasure to see the butterflies around the garden
once more, stopping on familiar flowers.
In spite of the lack of rain in recent months, the grass
grows abundantly, whilst hedgerows and and trees show
new signs of growth. Fruit trees have blossomed,
thankfully untouched by frosts. The joy of homegrown

From “Summer Images” by John Clare, 1793-1864
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Life under lockdown
captured in charcoal
It may seem a distant memory to some of us now, but it was a strange time
when phrases such as ‘herd immunity,’ ‘social distancing,’ ‘R numbers,’
‘Nightingale Hospitals,’ ‘home schooling’ ‘next slide please’ and ‘Barnard
Castle’ became part of our daily vocabulary.
Ah yes, Lockdown! When the Prime
Minister, flanked each evening by two
gloomy medical experts, exhorted us
to ‘Stay Home, Protect Lives and Save
the NHS’… advice which, while no
doubt necessary, led to babies going
uncuddled by their grandparents, who
in turn, confused in some cases, were
left staring sadly out of care home
windows wondering why their families
had stopped visiting them.
Meonstoke artist Philippa Clarke has
recalled the despair felt by many of us
in a book of 160 charcoal drawings
she produced throughout the period,
documenting daily life under the
restrictions.
Glimpses of the family’s newly
enforced circumstances show maths
teacher husband Greg designing online lessons, the children working out
with Joe Wicks, Philippa managing a
socially-distanced coffee with a friend,
everyone clapping and banging pots
for the NHS, people queuing outside a
vaccination ceentre, and the Prime
Minister on television giving one of his
ever-changing instructions to the
nation.
Philippa’s caption to that particular

drawing reads:
We all tuned in to hear Boris Johnson
outline the latest plans last night. The
speech was summed up perfectly by
glorious comedian Matt Lucas on
Twitter today: “So we are saying don’t
go to work, go to work. Don’t take
public transport, go to work, don’t go
to work, stay indoors. If you can work
from home, go to work, don’t go to
work. Go outside, don’t go outside.
And, er, we then will, er, do something
or other.”
Taking exercise was one of the few
permitted reasons for leaving home,
but Philippa recalls feeling
uncomfortable as she jogged past
walkers.
“I would hold my breath until I had run
past, fearing I would inhale the virus
from them,” she says.
“I attempted to climb over stiles and
open gates without touching anything,
and was similarly paranoid at home,
urging the boys to wash their hands
and only touch food with cutlery.
“Drawing was my way of feeling in
control when everything seemed
unknown and out of control, and when
the world I had access to had
suddenly shrunk.
“There have now been over 150,000
deaths in the UK from Covid-19, and
the pandemic has taken its toll on our
mental health, our economy, and our
communities, as well as causing
devastating loss and highlighting
social inequalities across the world.
“Now I look back wryly over the last
couple of years and consider how
naïve I was in believing it would all be
Left, Philippa’s middle son home
schooling assisted by his ‘desk cat’ and,
right, the awful business of self-testing.
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Philippa signs copies of her book at the
Meon Hall. A raffle for the Ukraine
refugees was also held during the
evening which raised £650.

over in a matter of weeks.
“Its repercussions are going to be felt
for decades, but now is the time to
recalibrate and to reassess what we
can do to build a fairer, more
sustainable world.”
Philippa’s book is entitled The
Heavenly Moment between the
Argument and the Wasp Sting,
Drawings from a Pandemic, and
copies are available price £20, from
www.philippa.clarke.com and One
Tree Books in Petersfield.
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HAMPSHIRE AND WINCHESTER
COUNCILLOR’S REPORT Hugh Lumby
MEON VALLEY DIVISION, CENTRAL AND
UPPER MEON VALLEY WARDS

Refugees: Safeguarding is now our priority
The welcome and the support that
has been given to the Ukrainian
familes arriving in our villages has
been truly phenomenal.
Hampshire County Council continues
to work with Winchester City Council
and key local partners to enable the
provision of immediate support and
assistance to Ukrainians arriving in
Hampshire under the Government’s
Homes for Ukraine scheme.
The focus is on conducting necessary
safeguarding and wellbeing checks
via home visits, distribution of
financial support and ensuring key
information is shared with guests and
sponsors efficiently.

Acoustic cameras update
You may recall that I mentioned in
my article on motorbikes in the
last edition the renewed push for
acoustic cameras to be brought in
as well; these measure noise from
bikes and in my view will be a real
game changer around here.
In what maybe a testament to the
journalistic influence of The
Bridge (or maybe just good
timing), the Transport Secretary
Grant Shapps has announced
further trials of these, with

specific reference being made to
the trials here. So another step in
the right direction.

Visas
The latest available figures at the time
of writing are that as of 3 May 2022,
1,685 visas have been issued for
Hampshire.
In addition to the other support
available, local community and
voluntary organisations working to
help Ukrainian families can apply for
grants of up to £5,000 from
Hampshire County Council - details at
https://www.hants.gov.uk/
community/grants/grants-list/
leaders-community-grants
Other useful information can be found
at www.hants.gov.uk/ukraine which is
being regularly updated.

Winchester City Council covers
planning, housing and bin
collecHon. Hampshire County
Council deals with roads, educaHon
and social services. City Councillor
contact details can be found on
Page 42.

Neil Bolton
Having reached the ripe old age of
80, my fellow ward councillor on
Winchester City Councillor, Laurence
Ruffell, has decided to take on new
ventures and retired at the May
elections.
Neil Bolton (above) has taken over
from him as member for the Upper
Meon Valley ward; Neil lives in
Woodlands, between Bramdean and
28

Malcolm Wallace
West Meon.
In other election news, Malcolm
Wallace of the Green Party was
elected in the Central Meon Valley
ward in place of Linda Gemmell;
Malcolm lives in Swanmore.
A warm welcome to Neil and
Malcolm and big thanks to Laurence
and Linda for the many things they
have done for our area over the
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Meon Valley
Community
Bus Services
Timetable
Because of the pandemic the Meon Valley Community Bus is continuing to run to a
restricted timetable as follows:
Monday and Wednesday to FAREHAM
0908 Exton The Shoe PH
0910 Meonstoke PO & Stores
0914 Meonstoke Pound Cottages
0919 Droxford Square (PARK & RIDE)
0923 Brockbridge
Arrives:
0955 Fareham Library
1000 Fareham Sainsbury’s
Return:
1200 Fareham Sainsbury’s
1205 Fareham Library

1st and 3rd Friday each month to WINCHESTER
0900 Soberton Village Hall (PARK and RIDE)
0904 Brockbridge
0907 Droxford Square (PARK and RIDE)
0913 Meonstoke Pound Cottages
0917 Meonstoke PO & Stores
0919 Exton The Shoe PH
Arrives:
0944 Winchester Broadway
0951 River Park Leisure Centre
Return:
1155 River Park Leisure Centre
1200 Winchester Broadway

0910 Meonstoke PO & Stores
0914 Meonstoke Pound Cottages
0919 Droxford Square (PARK & RIDE)
0923 Brockbridge
Arrives:
0955 Waterlooville Waitrose
1001 Waterlooville Sainsbury’s
Return:
1200 Waterlooville Sainsbury’s
1205 Waterlooville Waitrose
2nd and 5th Friday each month to PETERSFIELD
0904 Brockbridge
0907 Droxford Square (PARK and RIDE)
0913 Meonstoke Pound Cottages
0917 Meonstoke PO & Stores
0919 Exton The Shoe PH
Arrives:
0945 Petersfield Waitrose
Return:
1200 Petersfield Waitrose
There is no need to book.
Please note that you will be required to wear a mask
covering your nose and mouth while you are on the
bus, to make sure the service is safe for you and our
volunteer drivers.

4th Friday each month to WATERLOOVILLE
0908 Exton The Shoe PH

Enquiries: John Shorrocks 01489 877499.
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June

Events Diary

Wednesday 1st June: Pop In, 10am to
noon St Andrew’s Church, Meonstoke
Thursday 9th June: Meonstorks Baby
and Toddler Group, 9.30 to 11.30
Meon Hall
Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th June:
Jubilee Celebra7ons (See page18 for
details)

Saturday 16th July: Rude Mechanical
Theatre with ‘Gods and Dogs,’ 6.pm the
Old Rectory, Droxford
Sunday 17th July: Meon Valley Garden
Club’s Summer Show, 1.30 Meon Hall
Sunday 17th July: Droxford Computer
Club, 7pm Wilfrid’s Café, Droxford

Sunday 5th June: Droxford Computer
Club, 7pm Wilfrid’s Café, Droxford

Monday 18th July: Meon Hall
Management Commieee 7.30pm

Sunday 12th June: Droxford Computer
Club, 7pm Wilfrid’s Café, Droxford

Wednesday 20th July: Community Care
Group AGM 7.15pm Meon Hall

Sunday 12th June: Auc7on for Ukraine,
3pm at Drockenford, Chapel Road,
Meonstoke

Thursday 21st July: Meonstorks Baby
and Toddler Group, 9.30-11.30 Meon
Hall

Tuesday 14th June: Meon Valley Arts
Society talk, “Pevsner and Hampshire
Buildings” 10.40 Meon Hall

Sunday 24th July: 1st Portchester
Brownies stay in the Meon Hall un7l
Friday 29th July

Tuesday 14th June: Droxford Parish
Council mee7ng, Droxford Pavillion

Sunday 24th July: Droxford Computer
Club, 7pm Wilfrid’s Café, Droxford

Tuesday 14th June: Play Reading
Group, 7.30 Meon Hall

Sunday 19th June: Droxford Computer
Club, 7pm Wilfrid’s Café, Droxford
Thursday 23rd June: Meonstorks Baby
and Toddler Group, 9.30 to 11.30
Meon Hall
Sunday 26th June: Droxford Computer
Club, 7pm Wilfrid’s Café, Droxford

July
Saturday 2nd July: Meonstoke, Exton,
and Corhampton Church Fete, 12
noon at Exton
Sunday 10th July: Athanasian Consort
Choral Evensong, 6.30pm Corhampton
Church
Tuesday 12th July: Meon Valley Arts
Society AGM, talk on “Kosovo and
Silver,” 10.40 Meon Hall, then
members lunch
Thursday 14th July: Meonstorks Baby
and Toddler Group, 9.30 to 11.30
Meon Hall

afield
Sunday 5th to 9th June: Titchﬁeld
fes7val Theatre Produc7on of
Romeo and Juliet, 7.30 at the
Great Barn, Titchﬁeld
Saturday 18th June: Froxﬁeld
Choir 50th Anniversary Concert,
7.30pm Holy Trinity, Privet
Saturday 9th July: Swanmore
Village Fete, Swanmore
Recrea7on Ground
Thursday 28th July: Droxford History
Group talk on “Building Spiwires
without a Factory,” 7.30pm Droxford
Village Hall. Non-members, £3.
Sunday 31st July: Droxford Computer
Club, 7pm Wilfrid’s Café, Droxford
Sunday 31st July: Droxford Parish
Council mee7ng, Droxford Village Hall

Urgent Treatment Centre

Wednesday 15th June: Pop In, 10am to
noon St Andrew’s Church, Meonstoke
Thursday 16th June: Meonstorks Baby
and Toddler Group, 9.30 to 11.30
Meon Hall

and further

The Petersfield Minor Injuries Unit recently changed to an Urgent Treatment
Centre (UTC) to meet the new national standards. This means the service is
able to treat a wider range of conditions and is open between 8am and
8pm every day and all year round
The UTC is an alternative to the Emergency Department for both children
and adults. It provides treatment for minor injuries and illnesses that are
urgent, but not life threatening.
We can help with problems such as:
• Sprains and strains • Suspected broken limbs • Minor head injuries •
Minor scalds and burns• Skin infections and rashes• Eye problems•
Feverish illness in adults and children• Abdominal pain• Emergency
contraception
Accessing the service:
Patients are encouraged to call 111 first before arriving at the UTC as they
will be able to take note of your symptoms and advise you on the best
service to help you. If you need to be seen at the UTC, please book an
appointment via NHS 111 as this will reduce your waiting time on site.
Patients who go directly to the UTC without calling 111 will be clinically
assessed by a triage nurse or other health professional, and will only be
prioritised for treatment over booked appointments when clinically
necessary.
Petersfield Community Hospital, Swan Street, Petersfield, Hampshire,
GU32 3LB. 023 8231 9000
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SOME LOCAL SERVICES &
USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Please note: local telephone numbers have the preﬁx 01489
POST OFFICES
Droxford, High Street
Meonstoke Post Oﬃce, Warnford Road, Corhampton

878811
877374

COMMUNITY CARE TRANSPORT COORDINATORS
(Please ring only between 9.00 am and 6.00 pm)
Droxford: Rosie Hoile
Exton, Meonstoke & Corhampton: Arthur Brown.

07977 096586
07865 517484

878811
877374
877284
878800

URGENT TREATMENT CENTRE
Petersﬁeld Community Hospital, Swan Street,
Petersﬁeld GU32 3LB.

023 8231 9000

STORES
Droxford Stores, High Street, Droxford
Corhampton Village Stores
Meringtons Stores, Garrison Hill, Droxford
Droxford An7ques, High Street, Droxford
PUBLIC HOUSES
The Baker's Arms, Droxford
The Bucks Head, Meonstoke
The Shoe, Exton
The White Horse, Droxford

877533
877313
877526
877490

GARAGES
Meringtons, Droxford
Taylors Garage Ltd, Droxford

877431
877433

DROXFORD VILLAGE COMMUNITY WEBSITE
Local events and ac7vi7es:
www.droxfordweb.co.uk
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL SERVICES
Adult Services
Children's Services
The above numbers are open Monday to
Thursday 8.30am - 4.30pm
Out-of-hours number:

0300 555 1386
0845 603 5620

0845 600 4555

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH - ReporHng Crime

SCHOOLS
Droxford Junior School
Meonstoke School
Valley Pre-school
Swanmore College of Technology

877537
877568
878019
892256

LIBRARY
Free Street, Bishops Waltham
CITIZEN'S ADVICE BUREAU
Well House, 2 Brook Street, Bishop’s Waltham
bishopswaltham@cabnet.org.uk
PARISH COUNCILS
Corhampton & Meonstoke
Clerk/RFO: Rosie Hoile clerk@candm-pc.gov.uk
Droxford
Clerk/RFO: Ailsa Duckworth
Exton Parish Mee7ng
Secretary: Jill Hignee

0300 555 1387

03444 111306

ONLY CALL 999 - if a crime is taking place, or has just happened; if you have
immediate concern for someone's safety, including a medical emergency; if you
see a traﬃc collision involving injury or danger to other road users, or if you see
something suspicious that requires immediate aeen7on. The more informa7on
that you can provide, the beeer.
CALL 101 or use the Internet, to report crimes that are not in progress;
suspicious people or vehicles, and non-urgent informa7on such as an7-social
behaviour, suspected drug use or damage to property.
AFTER contac7ng one of the above, please ALSO contact your street coordinator with details of the report. If not available, try any other coordinator including the Chairman. Their numbers are listed below.
CORHAMPTON & MEONSTOKE
Stocks Lane
Peter Riley (Chair)
Rectory Lane
Sally & Mike Fithyan
High Street
Annie Ward
Warnford Road
Jerry Pee
Corhampton Lane
Janine Casey
Pound Lane, west
Patrick Monger
Pound Lane, east
Linda Foot
Fry’s Lane
Charlie Fullegar
Bridgemead
Charlie Fullegar
Chapel Road
Gemma Radcliﬀe
New Road
Jenny Liardet
Allen’s Lane
Lesley Daysh
St Andrew’s Green
Lesley Daysh
Brockbridge Road
Frances Keppel
Millside
Phil Butler

07960 122699
07720 092072
878450

WINCHESTER CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Central Meon Valley
Malcolm Wallace mwallace@winchestergov.uk
Frank Pearson fpearson@winchester.gov.uk
Vicki Weston vweston@winchester.gov.uk
Upper Meon Valley
Neil Bolton nbolton@winchester.gov.uk
Hugh Lumby hlumby@winchester.gov.uk
DROXFORD VILLAGE HALL
Bookings: Mrs Terry Crowfoot
THE MEON HALL, MEONSTOKE
Bookings: Posi7on vacant.
meonhallbookings2@yahoo.com
or if not on email, by phone
For details of charges and general informa-on see
www.candm-pc.gov.uk/the-meon-hall
LOCAL SURGERIES
The Park, Droxford
Doctor’s Lane, West Meon
Lower Lane, Bishop’s Waltham
Houghton Way, Wickham

877631

877916

877588
01730 829666
892288
01329 833121

EXTON
Sue Robertson
DROXFORD
High Street
Sheep Pond Lane
Dundridge Lane, east
Midlington Hill
Swanmore Road
Midlington Road
South Hill, west
Union Lane
The Park
The Park
Northend Lane
Chestnut Rise
Mill Lane and South Hill east

42

07702 863954
07809 516669
877831
877633
877561
877161
877763
07876 524457
07876 524457
877276
877583
877327
877327
878774
877596
878545

droxfordnhwchair@b7nternet.com
James Maehissen
07914 638082
Mae Avison
maeavison@hotmail.com
Colin Richardson (chair)
07711 05874
Claire Francis
claire.francis1209@gmail.com
Ruth Butler ruthb635@gmail.com 07818 404177
Deborah Hemsworth
07719 987758
Tony Hoile (dep. chair)
07506 849443
Bonnie Rankin
07977 022363
Jen Hillman
Jensam.jw@gmail.com
Pennie Brown
878726
Colin Richardson (chair)
07711 058744
John Whieaker
877788
Sally Sturt (dep. chair)
07767 301095
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