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Well, the new-style Bridge with its glossy pages and full colour seems to have gone
down well. Thank you to all who expressed their appreciation.
Our next issue, coming out at the end of March will coincide with exactly a year of
Covid-19 restrictions, and we’ll be taking a look at how we’ve all coped. For many
it’s been a very difﬁcult 12 months, being unable to visit relatives in care homes,
having to deal with home schooling, and shielding.
Consequently we’ve all had to ﬁnd ways to make life more bearable while stuck at
home. So what innovative or unusual ways did you devise to relieve the boredom?
Do you have any positive stories to tell about your time under the restrictions?
Please let me know for the next issue. Me, I decided to learn the chromatic
harmonica, with limited success. It turned out to be ﬁendishly difﬁcult, and made
me realise why the number of well-known players of the instrument can be counted
on the ﬁngers of one hand, with ﬁngers to spare.
Another anniversary we will be covering in the next issue is the building of the
Meon Hall 40 years ago. It’s slightly before my time, but I am told that villagers
actually loaded cement mixers and laid brick upon brick. Were you around then, and
do you have any memories or photos to share? If so, please let me have them. All
photos will be taken great care of, of course, and returned.
Ian Gilchrist, Editor
07785 951063
thebridgeeditor@gmail.com
Cover photo: Karen Ellis took this delightful picture on the opposite side of the
A32 from Church Lane, Exton.

THE BRIDGE is delivered at the start of the months of February, April, June, August, October and December. If you are

responsible for village activities, diaries and schedules, please send your write-ups to the Bridge Editor at the address shown above.
Copy in Microsoft word is preferred, rather than PDFs which can sometimes present layout problems.
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ON REFLECTION
When caring has never been more important

Please be assured of our prayers, as we move through the
weeks ahead that mark a whole year of pandemic. The severe
constraints during the past year have affected us all personally
and as a community, but along with so many people of good
spirit and conscience we shall also do all we can to support
our parishioners as well as our congregations. To those who
feel most vulnerable, please know that you are not forgotten,
and do let us know if we can help in any way to bring some
additional contact or comfort to you.

The Lord has sent me to bring good news to the
oppressed,
to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
to comfort all who mourn,
to provide the oil of gladness instead of sadness,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
Strangers shall stand and feed your ﬂocks,
the peoples shall till your land and dress your vines.

We shall surely ﬁnd ourselves facing further taxing and
demanding times beyond the remaining cold and dark days
before spring regains its warming grip on the land. There will
doubtlessly be further challenges ahead, but we must look to
one another in solidarity and cooperation.

These words, based on Isaiah 61, remind all people of good
heart, and certainly all Christians, that we are called to care
for one another, and to accept the help of others.

The thought and time that go into doing things differently are
spiritually, mentally and physically draining, so let us try to
share the load safely, cheered by the Easter message of the
light after the darkness.

The richness of the original text reminds us of God’s concern
for those who are broken-hearted, for those who mourn, for
people in captivity, for those literally imprisoned legally or by
an unjust regime, and also for those shut in or locked down
because of regulation, or because of conditions of the mind,
body or spirit.

AND THANK YOU to all those who sent in toys or money
for families in need in Portsmouth; to all those who made sure
people alone at Christmas were getting a meal, or had some
human contact; and to all those who shop for others or just
make the effort to chat. Thank you for your commitment to
friend and stranger alike.

‘Captive’ to the virus or degenerative illness, ‘brokenhearted’ or ‘mourning’ might describe someone very nearby,
as well as a number across our communities in need of our
kindness.

As I look forward to the hope and then the joy of Holy Week
and Eastertide, I assure you of our commitment to the
community. We look to Jesus for the example, strength, and
courage that it takes to be collaborative, generous and
resourceful now and in the months ahead – praying that
Easter, and the spring and summer, will bring new joy and
lasting hope of a better world.

The passage proclaims the good news of liberty, gladness and
hope for an ancient people in captivity, but it is good news for
us too in these very challenging times. We can see both the
challenge and the good news. Christians, like those of many
faiths, are called to love our neighbours. The Good
Samaritan, a stranger and not a neighbour in the usual sense,
did not just offer a kind smile and a cheery wave, he went out
of his way to offer practical help too.

The Reverend Tony Forrest
Rector
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Churches to remain closed, but services will still be
streamed… and now there’s provision for private prayer
Following the Prime Minister's lockdown announcement on
4th January, and a risk assessment carried out by the
Churchwardens and Rector, it was with great sadness that we
decided we will have had to close our churches until at least
6th March and longer if necessary, with formal evaluations
being carried out weekly.

Scan the QR code or visit
www.bridgechurches.org.uk/streamed_services

for details of our online services.
our updates, which will be communicated on the Meon
Bridge Beneﬁce Facebook page, put on notice boards, and
sent by email. There will also be updates on The Bridge
website: www.bridgechurches.org.uk/2021/01/church-inlockdown-3

We appreciate how important access to the churches is and
how much people value gathered services, so the decision has
been made with a heavy heart. But our principal responsibility
is to keep everyone safe, and we should also show our support
to the nation's health and scientiﬁc leaders by sending the
message to STAY AT HOME.

If you would like to take part
If you would like to volunteer to read or lead prayers please
make yourself known to the Churchwardens, and you will be
included in the rota and given an appointment to be recorded
either at home, outdoors or safely.

So what will happen?
Services up to 6th March will continue to be streamed. Note
that the Ash Wednesday streamed service won’t be live, but
will have been pre-ﬁlmed in the Droxford Lady Chapel.

For Private Prayer

If we still have to keep our churches closed after 6th March,
the Sunday services will continue to be streamed, but there
will be no Thursday services, as these are not streamed.

It was agreed that should an individual feel the need to make
use of a church for private prayer or reﬂection, this can be
arranged by appointment through the Rector
(rector.meonbridge@btinternet.com or 01489 877422), unless
of course legislation is changed to prohibit this.

So for streamed services, please go to:
www.bridgechurches.org.uk/streamed_services
Anything could change at any time, so please keep an eye on

Tony Forrest and the Churchwardens

FEBRUARY AND MARCH 2021
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Christmas
tree raises
£1,125
The community Christmas tree on
Church Green, decorated with discs
painted by 140 villagers, has raised
£1,125 for the Portsmouth-based
Roberts Centre, which helps
disadvantaged children from broken
families, and is the one of the
Beneﬁce’s chosen charities.
The idea was thought up by Becky
Evans who lives at Meonstoke Cottage,
that for a minimum donation of £2
people could buy a disc from the
Corhampton Stores and decorate them
how they liked, then to be displayed on
the tree.
They could paint something on them,
write a poem, or dip them in glitter,
anything they chose, the only stipulation
being that the design should be
weatherproof.
She explained: “Each year I organise the
Christmas Tree Festival in the church,
but with Covid-19 upon us we couldn’t
do it this year. I
decided it would
be a shame not to
do something, and
an idea occurred
to me as I was
walking along the
railway line.
“I saw some fallen
Becky Evans
wood, and thought
that if it was cut
into discs I could invite villagers to
decorate them, and we could display
them all on a Christmas a tree on the
Green, and the village could hold its
usual carol singing around it.
“I talked it over with Peter Renwick of
Rectory Lane, Meonstoke, who does
woodwork, and he generously offered to
cut the wood into discs, sand them all,

The tree on the Green hung with 140 discs and 400 lights, as villagers gather
around it for carols.

“A brilliant community effort”
and put twine on to hang them, all free
of charge. He was massively helpful
because we couldn’t have done it
without his hard work.

And here’s some of
the artwork...

“Danny Smith in Droxford then
supplied us with a tree at a discount, and
we advertised the project through the
Stores. We received 140 painted discs
back, some done by children, some by
adults, all of them pretty and unique,
and all the more lovely because it was a
brilliant community effort.
“I am so delighted with everyone’s
generosity. “Everyone’s been so
supportive. What an amazing
community we live in!
“A big thank you to everyone who took
part: Danny Smith for supplying the
tree at a discount; Peter Mosse for
leading the carol singing; his wife
Sarah for lending the fencing poles that
we used; Victoria Corbett for the loan
of the hurricane lanterns that we lined
the walkway to The Green with; Angela
and Mike Peagram for handing out
carol sheets and being generally so
helpful and supportive; and ﬁnally
everyone that came and supported us
and donated money.”
7

Roberts Centre:
“Thank you, you’re
amazing!” Page 24
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Corhampton Saxon Church
celebrations continue through 2021
Once again we are hoping that our postponed events for
the celebration of the 1000th birthday of our beautiful
Saxon Church at Corhampton will be able to go ahead
this year. So, opposite, you will ﬁnd many of the events
we have in store for you. The majority are free or at
minimum cost. We would be delighted to see you at any
or all of them. Booking may be through Eventbrite.

Some dates for 2021…
Sun 21st Mar, 4pm
Rehearsal, 7pm
Performance - St
Andrew’s: JH Maunder’s
Olivet to Calvary from
scratch. Described as a
sacred cantata, it represents
the scenes which mark the
last few days of Christ’s
passion. Come and join
local singers and
professionals. Music
scores will be provided.

There will be more publicity in the Bridge as the year
unfolds, but please look at the page on the Bridge website
www.bridgechurches.org.uk/c2020 for any last minute
changes, should the Covid pandemic affects our plans.

Sunday 11th July – 18.30
Corhampton – Athanasian
Consort join us for a
Choral Evensong.
Sunday 12th September –
15.00 Church Green and St
Andrew’s – Four Marks
Folk Band and cream tea
with dahlia display in the
church.

Sunday 19th September –
19.00 St Andrew’s –
Winchester Cathedral
Saturday 8th May – 18.30
Chamber Choir will
Corhampton – A moving
perform and a ﬁnger buffet
and entertaining portrayal
will be served.
of Winston Churchill’s
devoted wife “My Darling Friday 24th September –
Clemmie” by renowned
18.30 Corhampton – Yew
actor Rohan McCullough. Tree Talk by national yew
tree expert Toby Hindson.
Friday 21st May – 19.00
Gather around our special
Meon Hall – One-man
tree to start the exploration.
show by poet, rebellious
priest and psychotherapist Saturday 2nd October –
David Keighley following 18.30 Meon Hall – The
the publication in the US of Madding Crowd band
his work Poetry, Piety and performing music from
Psyche.
1660-1861 and a delicious
Harvest Supper.
Saturday 5th and Sunday
6th June – 10.00 to 17.00 Tuesday 19th October –
Corhampton and St
19.30 St Andrew’s – Organ
Andrew’s – Flower
recital by our very own
displays, with music and
Richard Martin.
readings at 11.00 and 14.00
Saturday 6th November –
on the Saturday in
12.00 to 20.00 Meon Hall Corhampton.
Exhibition of art produced
Saturday 26th June –
by local artists and display
10.00-16.00 Corhampton/ of locally found ancient
Outside – A day of spiritual artefacts.
reﬂection.
December – Christmas
Saturday 3rd July – 12.30 Tree Festival – details to be
to 16.00 Church Green –
conﬁrmed.
Church Fete with celebrity
Refreshments will be
guests “Top Banana
available at events.
Circus”.
Donations may be requested.

Over the past year Meonstoke historian Guy Liardet has
been writing a series of
articles in The Bridge
about the history of the
Corhampton Saxon
Church. He has now
brought these together
in a booklet which will
be available at
community events
throughout the year at
£2.50.
Guy says, “I’m full of
praise for local
printers, Studio 6, who
have made such an
attractive booklet with
its illustrations and my
historical texts, which I
do hope readers will ﬁnd interesting.”

Passion Sunday 21st March at 19.00

OLIVET TO CALVARY
In St Andrew’s Church, Meonstoke
Come and join local singers and professionals
(Music scores will be provided)
REHEARSAL at St Andrew’s at 16.00
PERFORMANCE at 19.00
8
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Meonstoke and Newtown
schools to link up?
A proposal to link the Meonstoke Church of England and
Newtown Soberton infant schools in a “federation” is being put
to parents and other key stakeholders for their views.
The plan would be for the schools to follow the example of more
than 30 others in Hampshire which have federated, leading to
beneﬁts from sharing resources such as teaching staff experience,
other educational expertise, curriculum plans and events.
But the current governors of both schools have stressed that this is
NOT a proposal to create one new school, or dispose of any
property.
Instead, under the proposals, the two schools would be governed by
a new single body, which would appoint one Executive Head
Teacher accountable for both.
Existing teaching contracts would be
unchanged, and no staff would be made
redundant as a result of a federation. But
new staff appointed after the formation
of the federation could be contracted to
work at either school. Children, too,
would be able to take part in shared
events between the schools, enabling
greater social connections, and
facilitating their transition to junior
school.
Each school would continue to be
known by its existing name, and would

Children at Newtown Soberton Infant school enjoy a
pre-lockdown day of poetry...

Parents are
asked for
their views on
a federation
retain its own legal status, budget
allocation, admission arrangements,
performance tables and Ofsted
inspections.

Nick Carter, chair of the Meonstoke
Church of England Infant School
governors, says, “By sharing
educational professional expertise,
experience and resources, especially in
specialist areas of education and social
and emotional health and wellbeing, we
believe the proposal will improve the
quality of education for children
attending both schools.
“It will aid the recruitment and retention
of high-quality staff, as well as
promoting shared high standards in
teaching and learning, and offering a
shared vision throughout the children’s
infant education.”
He adds that while funding and budgets
have not been the motivating factors in
the proposals, the ability to share
expertise and resources will help protect
against the national variation in funding.
Parents of children and other key
stakeholders at both schools and in
the local communities have been
asked to give their views on the
proposal by midday on 1st February,
after which the governing bodies will
consider the responses, and decide
whether or not to proceed. If the goahead is given, the new federation will
begin in April.

...while photographed more recently, Meonstoke pupils keep their distance
9
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Living the dream
George and
sister Briannie,
aged 15 and 16,
have been
stock car
racing since
they were ten
years old...
Meet two astonishing teenagers who
have been competing against each
other in stock cars for the past ﬁve
years, and who have just begun
circuit racing on F1 tracks such as
Silverstone and Brands Hatch.
George and Briannie Davis, who live at
The Park, Droxford, have actually been
racing since they were seven years old,
starting with Ninja Karts.
At the age of 10 they joined National
Ministox, and have since won an array
of trophies. And it was during 2020 that
they took up circuit racing in the Fiesta
Junior Championships.
Briannie, the elder of the two, is
currently at Chichester College studying
motorsport engineering, and intends to
become a Formula One engineer and
test driver, while George is aiming to
study at Loughborough College this
year with an ambition to become a
professional racing driver.
Briannie told The Bridge editor Ian
Gilchrist how it all began:
“My Dad and Nan used to race as
amateurs for a bit of fun, and as soon as
I saw the Ninja Karts at the age of seven
I thought I’d love to race one of those,

and my parents bought one on line.
George thought the same, and started
soon after that.”
But if stock car racing isn’t hairy
enough, now they’ve progressed to
circuit racing at speeds of up to
115mph, isn’t it all a tad dangerous?
“Not if you know what you’re doing,”
says Briannie, “though it was a near
thing at a recent practice session at
Crofts Circuit when my Fiesta ST 150

Now they’re
heading for
Brands Hatch
rolled over twice.
“It was my ﬁrst time out in the car and I
was driving down the straight when I
hit a slippery part of the circuit and I
ended up spinning off the track.
“When I hit the grass my car dug in and
ﬂipped over twice. Luckily I had
minimal damage so I was able to start
10

the car up again and drive off, with the
ambulance chasing me behind. The
marshals had to put a red ﬂag out on
the track meaning everyone had to go
back to the pits, and I had to get
checked out by the medical crew.”
George has a somewhat enigmatic take
on the subject of speed. “Your brain is
very good at adjusting to speeds,
because everything just seems a lot
slower when you’re going quicker.”
Briannie adds, “Actually it’s true. You
get used to the speeds quite quickly and
everything slows down, so you are able
to process things easier. Normally if it
feels fast, you aren’t going fast
enough.”
And with them racing against each
other, who tends to win most
trophies?
“Me and George are both quite well
matched in our driving so it depends on
the day,” says Briannie. “One day
George will do better than me and on
another I'll do better than him. Also
there is a lot of sibling rivalry which
pushes us to try and do better than the
other, but we are happy for each other
and support each other when the one

The Bridge ~ February 2021 - March 2021

beats the other.”
And if it’s not a silly question, why do
they do it?
“For both of us it’s because of the
adrenaline rush you get from travelling
at such high speeds,” says Briannie.
“Personally I think the best feeling is
when you are heading into a ﬂat-out
corner which in your head doesn't seem
like it should be ﬂat-out. The feeling of
fear and thrill are combined, which I
think is the best feeling in the world.”
And the cost of it all?
“Of course it’s very expensive, and we
can’t thank our parents enough for
supporting us, and buying our cars over
the years. Our current Fiestas are
second-hand and cost around £7,000
each. Then there’s the additional cost of
clothing, protective gear, entry fees,
maintenance and pit crews which can
amount to another £10,000 or more a
year for each of us.”
George adds, “What our parents have
given up for us is insane. For instance
they’ve gone without holidays, and
there’s no chance of them putting down
a deposit for a house. But as for me, I’m

‘If it feels fast,
you aren’t
going fast
enough’

Briannie with her £7,000 second-hand Fiesta ST 150,
and below, George with his.

because they had to build up
experience, but they’ve shown
improvement each time they’ve been
out on track.
“People ask if we worry about them
hurting themselves, but in fact these
cars have so much protection built in
that they’re probably safer to drive in
than in a normal car on the road.
“Yes, it’s cost us a lot of money over
the years and we’ve had to economise
on holidays and so on. But we save on
the expense of car maintenance and
repair because Richard and I are both
qualiﬁed mechanics. Richard is also a

fabricator and welder. He even works
with Formula E with safety and
extrication crews all around the world,
although his main job is a ﬁreﬁghter at
Droxford and Eastleigh.
“So 2021 is deﬁnitely the season to
watch now that they’re both up to speed
and familiar with their cars, and they’re
both looking forward to showing the
world what they’re made of.
“Being their Mum, I am completely
unbiased, of course, although I don’t
know whether we are extremely
dedicated, or just extremely mad.”

living the dream.”
There may be more expense in the next
two years. Little sister Hannah, who’s
12, hasn’t yet taken to the race tracks
but intends to head out in a Micra stock
car this year to get some experience,
before taking to the circuits when she is
14.
So what do their parents, Kellie and
Richard Davis, think about their
children’s unusual hobby?
Says Mum Kellie, “They are amazing,
and we are very proud of them. The
2020 circuit season was short and sweet

Briannie and George are supported, respectively, by the British
Womenʼs Racing Drivers Club, and Racing for Autism. Both are
looking for more sponsors to back them.
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News of Old
Pupils!
By coincidence two former Meonstoke School pupils who were in the same class
together 30 years ago took to the airwaves within days of each other recently. Folk
singer and songwriter Frank Turner and lawyer Laura Lawson (née Dixon) were
together at the school in the late 80s, and each still remembers the other.
In the Radio Four series Open Country, Frank Turner revisited
the area and talked to his mother Jane, who had been one of his
teachers at the infant school, and who now lives at East Meon.
She remembered how Frank would sit on a broken tree that lay
over the river at the back of their home in Meonstoke High
Street, singing and playing his guitar.
However, she didn’t apparently approve of her son pursuing a
career in show business. In fact, as he told the programme, it
was to take another 30 years of “slogging” to make his name as
an entertainer before he was chosen to headline the opening of
the Olympic Games in 2012, at which point, he says, his mother
“stopped asking me when I was going to get a proper job.”
In the programme he also walked by the
River Meon at Droxford, learning from
a conservation expert how endangered
species such as voles and otters were
making a comeback in the chalk stream
and surrounding water meadows; and
how 7th century Anglo-Saxon burial
sites had been unearthed nearby during
the building of the railway line in 1900.

Magical landscape
“As a teenager I couldn’t understand
why my family would want to live
here,” he said. “All I wanted to do was
go to London to ﬁnd grimy punk clubs
and squats in London.
“But now in my late thirties I come
back here and I can see why, because
it’s such a magical landscape.”

Frank Turner

“Then I was sent off to boarding school,
and eventually my parents separated
after moving out of the village in 2004.
“There are some difﬁcult memories in
places, but for the most part the Valley
still ﬁlls me with a sense of calm that
I’ve never really found anywhere else,
through all my travels around the world.

time I’ve harboured ambitions of
putting on a show at the Meon Hall, but
2021 looks to be another challenging
year for live music, so I'm holding off
making any predictions.
“But hopefully things will settle down
over time, and I'll be able to come back
to visit next festive season.”

“As for performing, well, for a long

Did she win through on Only Connect?
Laura is not allowed to say

Following the broadcast, Frank ﬁlled in
a few more details of his childhood,
telling The Bridge:

Laura Lawson (née Dixon), became a
contestant on the TV show Only
Connect, winning the ﬁrst two rounds,
and going on to compete in the Quarter
Finals.

“My parents moved to Meonstoke in
1983, and they quickly fell in love with
the Valley. At school, where my mum
was a teacher, I remember Mrs Ring,
Mrs Glenn and Mrs Kenyon.

But whether her team then won through
to the Semi Finals won’t be revealed
until the show, recorded in October, is
transmitted in the next few weeks, as
Laura has been sworn to secrecy.
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“I’m sorry I can’t tell you whether we
went on to the Semi Final, but we were
under strict instructions not to tell
anyone,” she says.
Laura attended both Meonstoke and
Droxford Schools, and is now a lawyer
living in Epson, married to Andrew, and
with two children, Eva 9, and Harry 7.
Continued on next page
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Her parents, David and Brenda Dixon,
still live in Stocks Lane.
Being a general knowledge quiz
enthusiast she had applied to Only
Connect “on a whim,” and was teamed
up with two others who had applied as a
pair.
Discovering they all shared a love of
wine they called themselves The
Corkscrews, and went on to win the ﬁrst
round 22-19 against The Pilgrims, and
the second 21-20 against The
Whodunnits.
Appearing on the programme was a
wonderful experience, she told The
Bridge. “Although it was nervewracking, the presenter Victoria Coren
Mitchell was charming and put
everyone at ease.”
Because of the virus, the contestants
were separated by Perspex screens and
had to have earpieces in order to be able
to communicate with each other.
“The recordings weren’t quite as
seamless as they ﬁnally appeared on the
screen. There were numerous stops and
starts when questions had to be rerecorded, and on one occasion my
earpiece fell out and we had to search
for it!”
Did she recall Frank from her
schooldays?
“Yes, I remember Frank - or Francis, as
I knew him then. I knew his older sister
Joanna as well, and I used to babysit his
little sister Gilly when I was a teenager.
“I ﬁrst knew about him becoming a
music star when he played at the
Olympics opening ceremony!
“I'd deﬁnitely go and watch if he
performed at the Meon Hall!”

Hopes that volunteer driving
service will soon resume
The Droxford and District
Community Care Group is hoping
that lockdown restrictions will ease
sufﬁciently by the Spring, to allow its
volunteer drivers to resume taking
villagers without means of transport
to attend medically-related
appointments.
Over the past ﬁve years its drivers
completed 502 such journeys, totally
10,755 miles, until the service had to be
temporarily suspended at the outbreak
of the virus last year.
“This has been a remarkable
achievement, and it’s a service we
simply can't afford to lose,” comments
Chair Za Rowe. “But given the vaccinerelated timetable, we should be in a
position to resume our transport service
in April. We will shortly be contacting
our volunteer drivers to discuss this, so
please look out for an update in the next

copy of The Bridge.
“Our additional service of welcoming
newcomers to our villages, and advising
them where to ﬁnd the support or
assistance they need, has continued, but
this too has been fragmented by
lockdown policies.”
The Care Group is part of the Good
Neighbours Network funded by
Hampshire County Council. “This is a
unique and valuable asset to local
communities in Hampshire, providing
practical neighbourly help in a caring,
people focused and safe way,” says Za.
If you would like more information
about the group’s services, or would like
to volunteer as a driver, please contact
Za on 01489 877732.

Feeling isolated? Help could be just around the corner
If Coronavirus has left you needing help, there’s plenty on hand in our four
villages – and it could be just a quick phone call away.
Residents are pulling together like never before to offer all sorts of help such as
collecting prescriptions, pick-ups, shopping, check-ins, help with technology,
handyman help, and much more.
In Meonstoke, Corhampton and Exton there is a helpline on 450499. You can
call between 8am and 8pm to speak to one of its volunteers. Or you can make
contact via: www.facebook.com/MeonstokeCorhamptonExton. There is also a
WhatsApp chat group co-ordinated by a group of Admins who can be reached to
act on any speciﬁc requests for assistance.
A similar WhatApp group exists in Droxford, co-ordinated by Sarah Smith
(07809 68347).
In addition to this, the Droxford Neighbourhood Watch group has set up a
Buddy system to help neighbours who may be in need of some extra support,
especially if they are not technically savvy and feel somewhat isolated.
The group has a number of Buddies, led by Julie Cruickshank (878609) and
Anne Coleman (878031), and supported by James Matthissen (07914 638082).
The Buddies make periodic calls to see if people need assistance or just a friendly
chat. It may be a temporary visit to share a cuppa perhaps, or maybe an
emergency which requires help such as dog walking, leaf clearance etc.

Laura Lawson

Feel free to contact them directly. Or if you are concerned about a neighbour, then
perhaps contact them on their behalf. In addition, the NW area co-ordinators, as
part of their regular reviews of their area, will be sensitive to those who might
welcome a bit of extra help. See contact details on page 26.
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IN THE GARDEN
February & March

It’s catch-up time!
The very wet weather has caused many tasks to be
delayed, particularly clearance and other treatment of
perennials, so many people are playing catch-up as the
New Year begins. As soon as the soil is workable priority
should be given to getting bare rooted trees, shrubs and
canes planted while they are still dormant. It is also time
to give the vegetable plot a ﬁnal dig over before preparing
for sowing.
Vegetables
First sowings of broad beans, peas and parsnips may be made,
and shallot sets planted. At this time early sowings of spring
onions and lettuce may also be made. A layer of ﬂeece will
provide some protection against frost, mice and birds.

The birds will adapt
2020 drew to a close with once more a strange mix of
weather. Storm Bella came along causing concern as it
brought ﬂooding and broken trees in some parts of our
area. This was followed by heavy frosts on several
mornings, but dreary wet days were, happily, matched
with sunny bright days.

Fruit
The canes of summer fruiting raspberries can be shortened to
5 feet and newly planted canes can be cut to about 6 inches.
In mid-February autumn fruiting varieties should be cut down
to ground level. Prune gooseberries, white and red currants –
cut back half of last year’s new growth and trim side shoots to
about 2 inches. Remove all wood 4 years old or more from
black currant bushes. Sprinkle some balanced fertiliser around
the base of fruit trees and bushes before applying a mulch of
well-rotted manure.

One expects the day length to change as we move into
February and March, but we may well experience winter
chills. Is it likely that “February brings the snow, makes
our feet and ﬁngers glow,” or that “March brings breezes
loud and shrill, stirs the dancing daffodil”? Who knows?
The birds will adapt to whatever happens as they look
forward to building their nests and raising their young.

Herbaceous borders
Clean up dead leaves and stems and complete any
transplanting not done in the autumn. Plant roses and hardy
lilies; plant gladioli after mid-march; and prune climbing
roses and hardy shrubs. Do NOT prune forsythia and other
spring ﬂowering shrubs or spring ﬂowering clematis such as
Montana, Alpina or Armandii, otherwise there will be no
ﬂowers this year. Apply mulch of composted horse manure
around shrubs.
Lawns
The very wet winter has resulted in a lot of moss taking over
many lawns. Proprietary moss killer (often combined with
lawn weed killer) can be applied in March. When the moss
and weeds have been killed off the lawn needs to be scariﬁed
vigorously to remove all dead material and any thatch that
might be present. If moss infestation has been particularly bad
it will be necessary to re-seed much of the lawn. Do not apply
fertiliser at this stage because it will inhibit seed germination.
Wait until the new grass is emerging before feeding.
In the greenhouse
Sow seeds of tomato, cucumber, peppers, sprouts, cauliﬂower
and summer bedding annuals such as petunia, tagetes and

The downside to our picture at the moment of course are
the complications which the coronavirus has brought
about all over the country. We know we must all exercise
control over how we behave, thinking of ourselves and
others.
We are lucky in Droxford to have our P.O. where we can
draw out money, buy stamps, post our letters and parcels,
and buy our provisions. We are more than grateful to
Peter and Paul for this invaluable service they provide.
There are many others in our village who cater for our
different needs, and that is also much appreciated.
Jackie Hibbert

cosmos. Start tuberous rooted begonias in pots or trays of
compost, and start dahlia tubers in trays of slightly damp peat
or soil free compost. Chit early potato tubers, eyes uppermost
in shallow boxes of sand or in egg trays ready for planting out
in mid-March.
John Owen
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“Been to any big fires lately?”
It's the question we are always
being asked, but although it may
seem counter-intuitive, actually
the answer we most like to give is
"no.”
As anyone who has been unfortunate
enough to experience a ﬁre in their
home will attest, it is a devastating
occurrence, usually causing widespread
damage from heat, smoke and water, to
say nothing of the lasting psychological
trauma.
Although we train for multi-appliance
events, and provide cover to be ready to
respond if needed, we would far rather
be successful in avoiding incidents in
the ﬁrst place.
The most direct way we achieve this is
via personalised home ﬁre safety visits,
also known as Safe and Well Calls. Did
you know the Fire Service offers these
free of charge to the most vulnerable
people in our community? During a
visit, two ﬁreﬁghters from your local
station will give you advice, ﬁt or
replace smoke alarms, and assist with
referrals to other services.
If you feel that you, or someone you
know, would beneﬁt from a Safe and
Well visit please use the online form at
www.hantsﬁre.gov.uk/keepingsafe/
loveyourhome . Note that during visits
we’ll wear appropriate PPE in line with
Public Health England guidance.
You can also help with your own
household ﬁre safety by testing your
smoke alarms weekly (on Test-ItTuesday!), ensuring your chimneys are
swept, and that appliances are turned off
when not in use.

FF Anna Rolfe
Droxford Fire Station

Fire practice at the Droxford station, with a simulated building fire. Ed Horn is standing
against the drill tower at the top of the ladder, preparing to enter via the window.

Ed moves up the ranks
Fireﬁghter Ed Horn from the Droxford crew has
successfully passed his development drill sign-off.
This is a three-hour practical and theory assessment,
covering as many aspects of the ﬁreﬁghter role as
possible, and is carried out on-station by a senior
ofﬁcer.
Passing the drill demonstrates that Ed is now ready
to progress to the rank of competent ﬁreﬁghter, and
earn the coveted yellow helmet peak. This marks the
end of nearly three years of training and operational
experience for Ed, and we’re all really pleased for
him.
Interested in becoming a ﬁreﬁghter yourself?

On duty at the station,
wearing the obligatory face
covering, Ed shows off his
reward for passing the
assessment: the
coveted yellow helmet peak

Droxford is one of Hampshire Fire and Rescue’s
network of retained ﬁre stations, providing on-call
cover for our local communities and across the county. We have a crew of 9, from
a variety of backgrounds, supported by a Watch Manager.
Our training nights are Tuesdays at 6.30pm, so do come down and see us then if
you want to know more. You can also follow @Droxford41 on Twitter for up to
date information about what we’re up to.
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In just one week before Christmas,
villagers’ generosity helped get
food to 25 families in need
Local organisers of the Meon Valley Food Bank’s
Christmas Appeal have reported a magniﬁcent response
from our four villages, with donations trebling in the
month before Christmas.
Collections in Meonstoke, Corhampton and Exton were coordinated by Sian Holiday, Za Rowe, Hannah Carpenter
and Angela Peagram, while in Droxford Peter Le Grys
provided a central drop-off point in the Post Ofﬁce for tinned
and packaged food and cleaning products, to help families
struggling to make ends meet.
Sian said, “I think with the approach of the Festive Season
people were becoming more aware of the number of families
in hardship, and that for them these were desperate times.
“Sometimes the trunkload of foods Za took each week to the
food bank in Bishops Waltham Youth Hall was packed to the
brim.”
In Droxford Peter placed a container by the Post Ofﬁce till for
customers to leave any spare cash, following which he took
the proceeds – usually around £20 each week – to the Cash
and Carry, to purchase more items for the Food Bank.
Elsewhere in the Meon Valley the festive generosity was the
same. There was one day just before Christmas when the
Food Bank distributed food to as many as 29 families – that’s
89 people In all.

“Pretty quickly though, villages started to get together and
organise street collections, so after two weeks of panic on our
part donations began to ﬂow again, such that by the summer
we were supplying food to typically 10 to 12 different
families each week, roughly double our usual pre-Covid
demand. Then in the period before Christmas that number
rapidly increased and we found ourselves supporting over 25
families each week, some of whose children normally have
free school meals.
“We continue to be amazed by the generosity of individuals
and local organisations who have provided us with both food
and money. Sainsbury’s, Meon Valley Lions, several Rotary
Clubs, Bishops Waltham Parish Council, a teachers’ union,
schools, local construction companies and many individuals
have all donated to us. This has put us in strong position to
continue helping families through 2021.
“The one dark cloud on our horizon relates to our current
base. The Youth Hall next to Sainsbury’s in Bishops Waltham
where we store the food is likely to be demolished once
planning has been granted to the developer. To date we have
been unable to identify any appropriate premises in Bishops
Waltham from which to carry on our work.
“So if anyone knows of any possible suitable places or
buildings, please let us know.”
To make a donation in Meonstoke, Corhampton or Exton,
phone Hannah Carpenter on 07414 121201, or Sian
Holiday on 07966 487762.

But 2020 wasn’t easy for the charity. Chairman Mike Salter
told The Bridge, “It really was a very strange year. When the
restrictions on our lives were ﬁrst introduced donations of
food stopped almost overnight, particularly as one of our main
sources had always been local churches whose doors were
then shut.

In Droxford phone the Post Ofﬁce, 878811, or simply take
the items round when it’s open.

Picture postcard of Saxon Church Corhampton (1020 AD)
This is probably the most important Saxon Church in
Southern England and largely unaltered since it was built in
the reign of King Canute. It has 12th century wall paintings
of the Expulsion from Eden and the Legends of St. Swithun.
Most notable is that of the lady “whose basket of eggs was
saved.”
The sundial denotes 8 “tides” of 3 hours, each marking the
canonical hours when monks in particular would be called to
prayer. The age of the yew tree is unknown but it may well
not be much younger than the church.
Meonstoke artist, Janet Dobby, has painted this
wonderful picture of Corhampton Church which is for
sale in Meonstoke Stores in postcard format for £1.50, in
aid of church funds.
16
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After three
decades in
Meonstoke, our
ʻodd job man’
Michael is off to
live in Dorset
For 32 years he’s helped to keep Meonstoke the pretty
village it is. If a road sign has needed repainting, bunting
erected for a special occasion, or posts knocking in the
ground, Michael Moody has happily volunteered.
But no longer. At the age of 71 Michael
has sold his cottage just off the High
Street and has moved to Shaftesbury in
Dorset to be nearer the rest of his
family.
For 25 years, until he retired six years
ago, he was a professional painter,
decorator and general building repairer,
working mainly for local people. He
says, “I know the inside of so many
houses in Meonstoke, Exton,
Corhampton and Droxford, that I’ve
often threatened, jokily of course, to
write my memoirs about the occupants
and what they get up to!
“As for helping around the village I
suppose the title ‘odd job man’ is a good
description of me. I repainted the sign at

Michael Moody

the Jubilee Tree after some hooligans
wrecked it. I installed the chair next to it
as well. On many occasions I’ve put
bunting up along the High Street for
various national celebrations. And for
years I’ve been responsible for the
annual lighting and setting of the church
altar for the school’s nativity play. I
shall miss doing that for the children.”
Many villagers will know Michael for
other reasons too. He has played the
ﬂute in the local Meon Valley Orchestra
since its inception ten years ago, is a
skilled porcelain repairer, and has been
a familiar sight driving through the
village on his powerful BMW 1600GT
motorbike, until he sold it last year
when it was becoming a bit too heavy to

manoeuvre.
“I’m leaving because I’ve been thinking
of moving closer to my brother and
nephew for ages, and at the age of 71
it’s easy to make the change now,
whereas in ten years time it might be
more difﬁcult,” he says.
“I shall miss Meonstoke and all the
numerous friends I have made here. It’s
a lovely village. It’s got everything
anyone could want: a church, school, a
pub, and of course the village shop
which we have come to appreciate all
the more over the months because of
the virus situation.
“And all this in such a lovely rural
location as well.”

Thank you, our Droxford churchyard clearers
Stuart Attrill wishes to thank Peter Powell, Veronica Attrill and Chris Holland for their help in
clearing the churchyard of fallen lime tree leaves in November.
Stuart is still looking for a volunteer to take over from him as churchyard caretaker. Please phone him
on 878500 to ﬁnd out more about what’s involved.
Did you know?
That among the graves in Droxford churchyard is that of naval captain Stuart Wilde, who lived at Eden
Lodge until his death in 1929 and was involved in the Relief of Ladysmith in 1900.
He was also, for those of us who remember the TV dance troupe Pan’s People, the grandfather of Dee
Dee Wilde, who lives in Wiltshire and is still running dance classes at the age of 76.
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Following government requirements effective
on 5 January 2021, The Meon Hall has been
closed for all hirings until further notice.
The Lockdown restrictions state that halls are
to close, except where some formal exceptions
are allowed, hardly any of which apply to The
Meon Hall. So all hirings have ceased again
until further notice.
The status of 2021 hirings that are currently in
the Meon Hall bookings diary are being kept
under review. To conﬁrm any aspects of a
hiring that has been arranged please email the
bookings secretary Hannah Carpenter at
meonhallbookings@yahoo.co.uk
The result of 2020’s 200 Club Prize Draw
The draw was carried out as part of the “virtual”
Beetle Drive, held a week later than originally
planned, during a morning when rain was pouring down. The
draw was done in public under a gazebo in the Brook Cottage
front garden! Everyone in wellies and raincoats. Passers-by
out for walks in Meonstoke High Street helped me to get the
numbers out of the bag for the winners of the 2020 big 200
Club prizes. The lucky number winners drawn were:
£300 Arthur Skinner
£150 Robert Solen
£100 Peter Mellor
At the same time, with the help of other passers-by (some
enjoying a glass of Chateau Meon Hall bubbly wine), we
were able to draw out of a Meon Hall bucket the tickets of the
lucky winners of the Virtual Rafﬂe prizes. The top prizes
went to Peter and Raija Riley (hamper from Nell at the
Shop), and John and Susan Shaw (bottle of Exton Winery
champagne). And then, as the rain stopped and the sun came
out, we were able to announce that the Virtual Beetle Drive
Rafﬂe had raised £1,060 for Meon Hall funds. Thank you so
much to everyone who bought tickets. Great result from a
wet but satisfying morning!

Recycling Bins at The Meon Hall
A message from the WCC Green Recycling Bins Fairy –
PLEASE don’t put polystyrene packaging and bags of doggie
do’s in the green recycling bins – only recycle stuff listed on
the bin contents notices. Thank you.
And thanks also…
To Karl Fenton for clearing out all the autumn leaf fall from
The Meon Hall’s gutters. To Michelle Kempster for keeping
the Meon Hall's car park clear of leaves during the leaf fall.
And to Nicholas Casey for his work in redecorating the Crypt
understage meeting room. Since May last year, during all the
weeks of lockdowns, Nicholas has painted all the rooms in
The Meon Hall; all looking smart and now ready for
re-opening when allowed!
James Morrice

This year's "200 Club"
2021 is the 41st anniversary year of the start of the 200 Club.
The £25 Prize draws are made on the ﬁrst Saturday of each
month. There is a £50 Summer Prize, and the draw for the
£300, £150, and £100 prizes will take place at 2021’s Beetle
Drive at the Meon Hall on Saturday 28 November – put the
date in your Diary now! The 200 Club raises money to help
with purchases of new equipment and other improvements for
The Meon Hall. To join this year’s 200 Club please contact
James Morrice (jamesmorrice99@gmail.com or telephone
01489 877916). Even if you don’t win a prize, by being a
200 Club member you are helping the Meon Hall Committee
to make equipment purchases and carry out general
improvements to our important village asset.

IN
Sadly I can't say when the Look-in Pop-in meetings will
begin in St. Andrew's again but let's hope that we can chat,
drink coffee and eat cake again soon.
On a more positive note the book shelves at the back of the
Church could be in for a wonderful new selection of books
after all this time - so keep reading!
Lorna Allured 877718
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Like the Meon Hall, the Village Hall in Droxford is now
permanently closed until the latest guidance allows us to
open it.
However it is anticipated that in March we should be able to
resume our ﬁlm evenings.
We wish to thank all those who supported our ﬁlm evenings,
and used the Hall for other purposes when that was possible.
And thank you to those who made the ﬁlm choices we were
unable to show.

We are also hoping that the virus situation will have settled
down sufﬁciently to allow the very popular acting group The
Rude Mechanicals to perform their latest entertainment, the
Little Lily Harley tour, in the village on Saturday June 19th.
It would be nice if people could put this in their diaries, and
keep their ﬁngers crossed. See their advert below.
The 200 Club winner for December was Julian Moore.
Jackie Hibbert

The Rudes will tour with Little Lily Harley from the
end of May 2021, so watch out for details!

‘Little Lily Harley’ tour for 2021 is at
the planning stage
and, ﬁngers crossed, coming to Droxford in the Summer

The performing arts are very much on hold at the moment,
but we are conﬁdent The Rudes will survive – largely due to
the ﬁnancial support of our wonderful audience! – and will
be back with ‘Little Lily Harley’, a play about Charlie
Chaplin’s childhood scheduled for Summer 2020, but
postponed and waiting patiently in the wings. The times are
very difﬁcult and we all have to ﬁnd ways now to
concentrate on looking after our loved ones and ourselves.
When we are ﬁnally ‘allowed out’ we will have a really
good knees up and value so much more all the beautiful
things in the world we have missed – and there are many
beautiful things!
Well, 2020 was not a stellar year and it seems that the ﬁrst part of 2021 is not going to be
much better! However, the vaccine rollout is a light on the horizon, and hopefully soon
we’ll be able to play tennis again on the court in the far corner of the Meon Hall Recreation
Ground.
In 2020 we enrolled over 70 families and have already enrolled three new families for
2021. In times like these tennis remains the perfect way to keep ﬁt and have fun. Make
your New Year resolution a healthier 2021.
Please spread the word to neighbours or friends who might be interested in joining the
club. You don’t have to wait until we are open again to sign up. All the relevant paperwork
can be found on our website at www.meonstoketennisclub.com. Joining only costs £28
per household plus a £10 key deposit. All court bookings can be made online.
Any queries, please contact us on info@meonstoketennisclub.com
Kate Cook, Secretary
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WINCHESTER DISTRICT
COUNCILLOR REPORT

- Hugh Lumby (Conservative)

CENTRAL & UPPER MEON VALLEY WARDS

Best wishes from all your local Winchester City
Councillors for 2021. We are all hoping for a better year
than the last one!
You will notice a new writer for this report. After many years
of dedicated writing, Vicki Weston has passed the baton to
me. A big thanks to Vicki for all her insights into what is
going on at the council.

Some timely reminders
As we start a new year, I thought it might be useful to remind
everyone of a few useful links for the new garden waste
service which should be getting under way around now:
If you have not ordered your new bin yet but would like one,
or it hasn’t arrived, go to www.winchester.gov.uk/wasterecycling/garden-waste-collection-sign-up or call 0300 300
0013. If that doesn’t work, let one of us know and we will
endeavour to sort it for you.
If you need a reminder of when your bins are due to be
collected and which bins to put out, follow this link and enter
your post code - www.winchester.gov.uk/bins
If your bins aren’t collected on the due date, be sure to report
it as soon as possible so this can be rectiﬁed - this can be done
online at www.winchester.gov.uk/waste-recycling or by using
the Your Winchester app. Alternatively you can email
customerservice@winchester.gov.uk or phone 0300 300 0013.
It’s important to remember that the Council will only commit
to pick up a missed collection if it is reported by midday the
day after your usual collection day. So be sure to let them
know!

Motorbikes update
Many people have commented on how quiet it was when
motorbikes with modiﬁed exhaust pipes stopped blighting the
Valley during the ﬁrst lockdown. And on the contrast when
they returned again in the summer! As you may be aware,
looking to address the issues of antisocial speeding and noise
from motorbikes and other vehicles is one of my key areas of
interest. Now that we have the relative lull of the winter
months, I thought it might be worth a quick update on some of
the activities going here.

police, Hampshire County Council and local councillors. A
number of police operations have also been carried out. The
overall objective is to discourage the small minority of
motorcyclists who ride in an antisocial manner from coming
to the area.
Various parishes
have acquired what
are called Speed
Indicator Devices,
or SIDs (pictured).
These show the
speed vehicles are
travelling and have a
good success rate at
reducing speed,
especially if moved
around the district.
You may have
passed one on the
Warnford Road
opposite De Ports
Heights just before
Christmas. I hope
you weren’t caught!
Another initiative which I have been exploring with
Winchester City Council is the use of environmental
legislation to address the issue, combined with new acoustic
cameras which measure vehicle noise. They are currently
investigating whether something called a Public Spaces
Protection Order could be used here, which could enable
bikes with excessively noisy exhausts to be identiﬁed and
ﬁned. Watch this space!
Reporting any noisy bikes is also important, especially those
early on a weekend morning. Either ring 101 or go online. We
will give you an update on this later in the year.
Cllr Hugh Lumby
Your ﬁve Meon Valley Councillors are always happy to hear
from you - contact details below:

I have been working with local group CANS (Communities
against noise and speed, www.canshampshire.co.uk/
community/communities-against-noise-and-speed-15072/
home/) on a number of initiatives. A forum has been set up to
bring all stakeholders together, including local MPs, the

Vicki Weston. vweston@winchester.gov.uk
Hugh Lumby. hlumby@winchester.gov.uk
Frank Pearson. fpearson@winchester.gov.uk
Laurence Ruffell. lruffell@winchester.gov.uk
Linda Gemmell lgemmell@winchester.gov.uk
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A drone’s eye view of Droxford

The pictures on this page were taken by drone enthusiast
Duncan Wilde, who lives at The Park, Droxford.
Duncan, 41, who runs a ﬁre and electrical protection
company, began droning as a hobby ﬁve years ago, and
currently uses a DJI Mavic Mini model costing £470.
The drone is equipped with GPS and when he is controlling it
from the ground he can see its height and distance on a
screen, and exactly what its on-board camera is pointing at,
which he can adjust to video any view, or take an instant
photograph.
He says, “It’s extremely versatile. Although it’s very small
and weighs less than 300 grams it can warn you if, for
instance, you’ve accidentally let it enter a controlled airspace,
or sent it above the 120-metre legal height limit. By law you
have to keep it within in your line of sight as well, and if you
do lose sight of it, or its battery is running low, it will initiate
a return to home and automatically ﬂy back to its take-off
position and land.

Droxford Fire Brigade tackles the blaze at the former
Uplands Park Hotel in October.
Below, a bird’s eye view of Droxford Church

“The reason I enjoy using it for aerial photography so much is
that the images you can capture often show a stunning view
that earth-bound
individuals are not
normally privileged
to see. I guess that’s
my major
motivation, to bring
this perspective to
people who would
otherwise be unable
to appreciate it.”
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Widen your
interests, make
new friends with U3A

Thank you for
helping us
raise £2,500

The University of the Third Age - or U3A - is a friendly
and fun way to make new friends, learn new things and
share your skills with others, and it is becoming
increasingly popular with people who have retired, though
there is no lower or upper age restriction.

Despite not being able to run our usual Santa sleigh at
Christmas, our team were still able to be out on foot in
the villages, and were really impressed with the
number of people who took the time to chat and make
a donation, in these really difﬁcult times.

The Meon Valley branch comprises several interest groups,
including reading, poetry, art appreciation, egyptology,
geology, world faiths and rambling (you often see groups of
u3a walkers strolling through our villages in admiration of our
attractive scenery).

We'd like to thank everyone who supported us in raising
over £2,500 which will be used to help local people in
need.

While the virus restrictions have curtailed some of the
meetings, others have continued on Zoom or, in the case of
the poetry and reading circles, by email.

The Meon Valley Lions Club, following consultation with
Age Concern, delivered 19 hampers to local residents.
Eddy Barringer, President, said, "Thanks to the support of
the public, it was our great pleasure to give just a little
Christmas cheer to the most lonely and ﬁnancially pressed
residents of our area.”

But if none of these groups appeal, you can always pay the
£10 subscription and start your own group up, in whatever
happens to be your particular interest.
Across the UK, u3a members are learning, staying active and
having fun in later life. It¹s local, social, friendly, low-cost
and open to all. There¹s so much out there to experience so
what¹s stopping you?

The Club also came to the rescue of a Bishops Waltham
family in need of a new set of wheels for their four-yearold with autism. Basic tasks like going to the shops or
school were a major challenge as the family were
struggling to teach her road safety.

For more information on how to join, please either email me
at mvu3asec@yahoo.com, or phone either 01489 894807 or
07766 522464, or visit our website at u3asites.org.uk/meonvalley

"Providing the family with a buggy will help all them get
out and about safely, and help teach their youngster about
the dangers of the road," said Eddy.

Betty Hiscock, Secretary

A project we are currently looking at is to provide
computers that schools can lend out to parents needing
equipment to help with home schooling.
Do you or anyone you know need help?
Please get in touch on 07443 753780 or go to our website

www.meonvalleylionsclub.org.uk

Members of the Meon Valley u3a strolling group walk by the Old
Mill bridge at Droxford
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All set for carols… then disaster struck!

POACHERS
CAUGHT

Christmas was just ten days away, and all was set for the annual carols in
Droxford churchyard. The attendance list topped 100, the Meon Valley Orchestra
had been practising, and the church choir was eagerly looking forward to adding
their beautiful voices. Local chef Edd Heller had given us a recipe for mulled
wine as well; and Edd, together with Pardeep from Meringtons, had kindly
donated 200 mince pies between them.

The Police CountryWatch Team have
caught two poaching teams recently,
at Corhampton and Beacon Hill.

The weather was perfect, not too cold and with no sight of rain, and being newly
appointed to our posts the three of us were really excited about our ﬁrst organized
event, which was to raise funds to redecorate the church tower.

At a Corhampton roadside
CountryWatch Ofﬁcer PC Ian Bassett
spotted a vehicle parked with the
passenger door open. He approached
and located a man in possession of two
dead cock pheasants and an air riﬂe. The
Crown Prosecution Service is now
reviewing the evidence.

What could possibly go wrong?

At Beacon Hill, a resident called 999
after seeing three men armed with
catapults and ball bearings (pictured).
They were spoken to by PC Bassett, and
their equipment destroyed.

Everything, as it happened! Just a few hours before the singing was due to begin
the new strain of Covid-19 was reported, with infection rates said to be much
higher than the original. A tough decision had to be made, and we cancelled. The
responsibility of wrecking villagers’ Christmas by ill health, and being responsible
for spreading this terrible virus, left us with no choice but to call the evening off.
The mince pies were given to a local food bank, and the red wine and brandy for
the mulled wine is now stored in a cupboard, waiting for carols in the churchyard
this December – the date to be decided.
So do come along to sing your heart out then!
Churchwardens Bonnie Hamilton and Clive Bryant, and verger James Matthissen

The CountryWatch Team was set up 12
years ago to meet the unique crime
challenges faced by the farming and
rural community in Hampshire. The
team currently consists of 18 people,
including ﬁve constables and a mixture
of special constables and police staff
investigators.
There are also mounted and humane
animal despatch volunteers, who assist
police in the management of the
countryside.
If you see a rural crime taking place,
please call 999 immediately. If you
learn of a crime you wish to report
retrospectively please call 101, or use
the online reporting tool at
www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report
PSI Anna Presswell

Photographed on the night the carols should have taken place, an empty
churchyard. But a pretty picture nevertheless, and one too good to waste?

I’ve got a name!
The Christmas sweepstake to name
the snowman outside the
Corhampton Stores raised £55 for
Naomi House.
Five people selected the winning
name, which was:
Olaf Von Carrot Nose
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Toys galore!
So today was the day that we gathered all the lovely
presents donated by Meonstoke, Droxford, Exton and
Corhampton Churches, plus the children and families at
Meonstoke School, and delivered them to the Roberts
Centre in Portsmouth. It was like the Santa Express, but
in the rain not the snow!
A great big thank you to the people of Meonstoke,
Exton, Corhampton and Droxford for the wonderful
toys and gifts you donated for the children, young
people and families supported by the Roberts Centre
in Portsmouth, and also for the astonishing amount
of £1,125 raised through the Christmas Tree Project.
You’re all amazing!

Admittedly the Land Rover, pictured above, did need a tidy
up in readiness for the transfer since he had been busy
transferring old bushes and things from Droxford Church.
We received a lovely welcome from Carol Damper and her
lovely team of enthusiastic elves at The Roberts Centre. This
is a charity that our Beneﬁce and the school have supported
for many years and it is certainly very good to know that all
our efforts are going to such a deserving local charity.

Here are some of the many emails of thanks we received
from grateful families:

Well done to the team for all their hard work, and to all the
generous people who attended and supported the event.

“I would love to thank you so much for your gifts you have
been a great help and I know my son will enjoy and be so
grateful just as much as I am! Thank you ever so much,
God bless you and I hope you have a wonderful Christmas
with care.”

Brilliant.
Angela Peagram

“May you be granted more blessings and prosperity. Thank
you for the gifts. I hope you have a great Christmas.”
“I felt as though I had let my little girl down so much by
being in this position this year and needing help but you
have reminded us of the kindess and beauty in the world
and the true joy and meaning of Christmas.”
Carol Damper
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Another stunning recipe
from Wilfrid’s

Hoping we’ll be
opening again
soon

Our Carrot Cake recipe in the last issue seems to have
gone down well. One reader said: “I enjoyed the addition
of the recipe. I would LOVE to see the recipe for the
Chocolate Tifﬁn Slice that was served in the ﬁrst week last
January when Wilfrid’s opened. It was seriously divine.”

All being well, and with the roll out of the various vaccines,
there is much to look forward to, and hopefully Wilfrid’s
Café will be open again soon. We will keep you posted
either via our website, Facebook page, or through notices
around the village and surrounding
area.

Well, sorry Joanna, it was so long ago that we can’t now track
the recipe down. But here’s a similar one that we hope you’ll
enjoy just as much!

We have many wonderful people
who help to run the Café plus a
group of people behind the scenes
who help the Café to run smoothly.

Beverley Bryant’s Brilliant Blackberry
& Bay Brownies

So, introducing you to some of them
this time
and I will
follow up
Mel Rankine
with others.
There’s our Chairman Mel
Rankine, who keeps an overview
of everything and is also a Team
Lead, and Stewart Pepper who
keeps the website & Facebook
Stewart Pepper
updated.

Ingredients
200g 70% dark chocolate, broken into small pieces
125g unsalted butter at room temp, plus more for greasing
3 eggs beaten
250g light brown soft sugar
3 tbsp cocoa powder
100g plain ﬂour
200g blackberries
3 or 4 bay leaves
You will need:
Baking tin
(use either a 20cm square tin, a 25x15cm rectangular tin, or a
20cm diameter round tin)
Baking paper
Two bowls for mixing
Electric mixer
Spoon
Method
1. Preheat the oven to 180’C or Gas 4.
2. Line the tin with baking paper.
3. Melt the chocolate with the butter in a bowl set over a pan
of simmering water, or in a microwave on low. Stir gently
now and again.
4. Put the eggs and sugar in another bowl and beat with an
electric mixer for around ﬁve minutes until ﬂuffy and mousselike.
5. Using a spoon, fold in the cocoa powder and ﬂour until
combined. Do this gently, so as to retain the air in the
mixture.
6. Similarly, stir in the melted chocolate and half the
blackberries.
7. Pour the cake batter into the tin, and dot with the remaining
blackberries and bay leaves. (Note: bay leaves are not meant
to be eaten, but to provide aroma. Whether using fresh or
dried leaves, best to leave them whole).
8. Bake for 20-25 minutes or until just ﬁrm to the touch and
cracks have appeared at the edges.
9. Remove from the oven and leave to cool to room
temperature in the tin, until set. Either keep the bay leaves as
decorations, as in the picture, or discard them before serving.

But there is no-one more active
than Sarah Smith, who handles
all the day-to-day operation of
the Café by writing the
procedures which keep the Café
running efﬁciently.
It has been no easy task in this
last year with all the COVID
regulations - and on top of that
she does the main part of the
training of our volunteers in ‘the
Wilfrid’s way.’

Sarah Smith

Margaret Wallace

Beverley’s Brilliant Brownies
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SOME LOCAL SERVICES & USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
POST OFFICES
Droxford, High Street
Meonstoke Post Oﬃce Warnford Road, Corhampton

878811
877374

STORES
Droxford Stores, High Street
Corhampton Village Stores
Meringtons Stores, Garrison Hill, Droxford
Droxford AnBques, High Street, Droxford

878811
877374
877284
878800

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL SERVICES

PUBLIC HOUSES
The Baker's Arms, Droxford
The Bucks Head, Meonstoke
The Shoe, Exton
The White Horse, Droxford

877533
877313
877526
877490

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH - Repor*ng Crime

GARAGES
Meringtons, Droxford
Taylors Garage Ltd, Droxford

877431
877433

SCHOOLS
Droxford Junior School
Meonstoke School
Valley Pre-school
Swanmore College of Technology

877537
877568
878019
892256

DROXFORD VILLAGE COMMUNITY WEBSITE
For more informaBon on local events and acBviBes:
www.droxfordweb.co.uk

Adult Services 0300 555 1386
Children's Services 0845 603 5620
The above numbers are open Mon. to Thurs. 8.30am - 4.30pm
The out-of-hours number is 0845 600 4555

ONLY CALL 999 - if a crime is taking place, or has just happened; if you have
immediate concern for someone's safety, including a medical emergency; if
you see a traﬃc collision involving injury or danger to other road users, or if
you see something suspicious that requires immediate aaenBon. The more
informaBon that you can provide, the beaer.
CALL 101 or use the Internet, to report crimes that are not in progress;
suspicious people or vehicles, and non-urgent informaBon such as anB-social
behaviour, suspected drug use or damage to property.
AFTER contacBng one of the above, please ALSO contact your street
coordinator with details of the report. If not available, try any other
coordinator including the Chairman.
CORHAMPTON & MEONSTOKE

LIBRARY (Bishop's Waltham)
Free Street, Bishops Waltham

0300 555 1387

CITIZEN'S ADVICE BUREAU (Bishop's Waltham)
Well House, 2 Brook Street
bishopswaltham@cabnet.org.uk

03444 111306

PARISH COUNCILS
Corhampton & Meonstoke
Clerk: Mrs R Hoile www.candm-pc.gov.uk
Droxford
Clerk: Mrs R Hoile www.droxfordweb.co.uk
Exton Parish MeeBng: Secretary: Jill Hignea

07720 092072
07720 092072
878450

WINCHESTER CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Central Meon Valley
Linda Gemmell (Con) lgemmell@winchestergov.uk
Frank Pearson (Con) fpearson@winchester.gov.uk
Vicki Weston (Ind) vweston@winchester.gov.uk
Upper Meon Valley
Laurence Ruﬀell (Con) lruﬀell@winchester.gov.uk
Hugh Lumby (Con) hlumby@winchester.gov.uk
DROXFORD VILLAGE HALL
Bookings: Mrs Terry Crowfoot

THE MEON HALL, MEONSTOKE
Bookings: Hannah Carpenter meonhallbookings@yahoo.co.uk
(preferred)
07414 121201
or, if not on email, by phone
For details of charges and general informa2on see
www.candm-pc.gov.uk/the-meon-hall

877588
01730 829666
892288
01329 833121

COMMUNITY CARE TRANSPORT COORDINATORS:
(Please ring only between 9.00 am and 6.00 pm)
Droxford
Exton, Meonstoke & Corhampton

07977 096586
07795 928065

Peter Riley (Chair)
Sally & Mike Fithyan
Annie Ward
Jerry Pea
Janine Casey
Patrick Monger
Linda Foot
Charlie Fullegar
Charlie Fullegar
Gemma Radcliﬀe
Jenny Liardet
Lesley Daysh
Lesley Daysh
Frances Keppel
Phil Butler

EXTON

Sue Robertson

07702 863954
877839
877831
877633
877561
877161
877763
07876 524457
07876 524457
877276
877583
877327
877327
878774
877596

878545

DROXFORD
droxfordnhwchair@b*nternet.com
High Street
James Maahissen
07914 638082
Sheep Pond Lane
Maa Avison
maaavison@hotmail.com
Dundridge Lane, east
Colin Richardson (chair)
07711 058744
Midlington Hill
Charloae Treloar.
charloaetreloar7@hotmail.com
Swanmore Road
Sarah Smith
878008
Midlington Road
Deborah Hemsworth
07719 987758
South Hill, west
Tony Hoile (dep. chair)
07506 849443
Union Lane
Bonnie Rankin
07977 022363
The Park
Jen Hillman
jensam.jw@gmail.com
The Park
Pennie Brown
878726
Northend Lane
Colin Richardson (chair)
07711 058744
Chestnut Rise
John Whiaaker
877788
Mill Lane
Sally Sturt (dep. chair)
07767 301095
South Hill, east
Sally Sturt (dep. chair)
07767 301095

877631

LOCAL SURGERIES
Droxford
West Meon
Bishop’s Waltham
Wickham

Stocks Lane
Rectory Lane
High Street
Warnford Road
Corhampton Lane
Pound Lane, west
Pound Lane, east
Fry’s Lane
Bridgemead
Chapel Road
New Road
Allen’s Lane
St Andrew’s Green
Brockbridge Road
Millside
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