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Friday 5th - Saturday 13th July
Celebrating 22 years, this annual festival showcases music, talks, drama, visual
arts and guided walks in nine days of events in venues across the city.

This years speakers include:
Michael Palin, Ed Balls, Nina Campbell, Andrew Marr, Max Hastings,
Simon Schama, Rachel Carver and Sir Chris Bonnington
Award-winning choirs the Tallis Scholars and the Royal Choral Society perform in the Cathedral,
with other musical offerings from emerging talent the Castalian Quartet and our popular
lunchtime concerts by young musicians.

Bookings: Cathedral Box Office on 01962 857276 or www.winchesterfestival.co.uk

The COPY DEADLINE for the next issue of THE BRIDGE is:
MONDAY 8th JULY
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From the RECTOR

What you thought you knew about Mary Magdalene

N 22ND JULY EACH YEAR, THE CHURCH
REMEMBERS MARY MAGDALENE, WHO IS
PROBABLY ONE OF THE MOST FAMILIAR
saints and yet about whom little is known for certain. Her
popularity as a saint has led to both Oxford and Cambridge
naming a college after her; to her being the patron of almost
200 ancient churches in England; and her universal
appearance in church calendars throughout history, even
surviving the English reformation and being remembered in
the Book of Common Prayer.

The most personal story about Mary Magdalene from the
Bible is in Luke Chapter 8. She is identified in a list of
women who provided, out of their own resources, for Jesus
and the disciples. According to the text, Mary Magdalene
was freed from seven demons, but it is not clear exactly what
those demons were. Mental illness? Physical illness? Sexual
sin? We shall never be certain. Mary was restored to health
when she was freed and given new life in Jesus, but we just
do not know what her old life was like.

Her close association with Jesus may explain
her enduring popularity, but in her being
both the patron saint of the contemplative
life and of sinners, we also see something of
the wide range of ideas about this scriptural
woman, about whom legends and traditions
abound.

So, what do we know? We do know
that she loved Jesus deeply and that
she held an important place in his life
and ministry, being present at Jesus’
crucifixion, at the empty tomb on that
first Easter morning, and at his burial.
According to John, she was the first
one to see the resurrected Jesus.

In art, she is sometimes depicted with a jar of ointment,
sometimes with a skull, sometimes with her hair caressing
Christ’s feet, sometimes at the site of the crucifixion and
sometimes in the scene of the resurrection. In these artistic
representations, we find some biblically accurate representations
and some of the confusion caused by various characters in
the Church’s history, including Gregory the Great of ‘angels
not Angles’ fame. He concluded that she was the sister of
Martha and Lazarus, but this is highly unlikely.

• We can learn persistence from Mary Magdalene. Only
Mary Magdalene remained at the site of the empty tomb.
She could not give up; this persistent woman would not
leave. Sometimes, we give up on God too quickly.

Legends about Mary Magdalene abound; unsubstantiated
suppositions about her are probably better known than actual
biblical events. She is often identified as a former prostitute,
but there is nothing in the Bible that backs this up.
Frequently, people identify her with the sinful woman from
the city that anointed Jesus’ feet with expensive ointment
and wiped his feet with her hair, this is also conflated with
Mary, Martha’s sister. However, there are no real clues in
Biblical text to the identity of that woman, and no reason to
believe that it might be Mary Magdalene.

• We can learn enthusiasm too. Once she realized to whom
she was speaking, her precious teacher, and when he had
told her to go share the news of his resurrection, nothing
could stop her from telling others. She could not keep
her enthusiasm to herself, the best news she had ever
heard was bursting out of her. Why is it that we can on
social media easily share news of a nice meal, but we balk
at sharing the best news of all, Jesus’ resurrection?

Though Mary Magdalene has often
been misunderstood, she can teach
about loving Jesus.

• We can learn sincerity from her. When a man who she
assumed to be the gardener asked what she was looking
for, she said, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me
where you have put him, and I will get him.’
This woman sincerely believed that she could carry Jesus’
body back to the tomb herself. Mary Magdalene just
opened her heart and sincerely said what she felt.

Mary Magdalene was undoubtedly a dedicated follower of
Jesus and probably the most important thing to remember is
that she was the apostle to the Apostles, she was the one who
told them that Christ had risen on Easter morning, although
they could not take her seriously.

The Oxford Dictionary of Saints records a legend that she
went with Jesus’ mother and St John to Ephesus. In another,
that she, Martha, and Lazarus all evangelised Provence, but
despite the popularity of this legend, ‘it is rejected by
practically all modern scholars’ (p.358). Some assume that
her name Magdalene refers to Magdala, a town near Tiberias
on the Sea of Galilee, through which Jesus would have
passed and where she may have lived, but we cannot know
that for certain.

We can learn a lot from Mary Magdalene and her unique
place in the history of Jesus. We can learn from her
persistence in waiting for Jesus, her sincerity in searching
for him, and her enthusiasm in telling others about him.
Though she has acquired a dubious reputation through the
centuries, Mary Magdalene does have a lot to teach us, even
if we do not know her as well as we thought.
3
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DROXFORD

The Meonstoke
Baby & Toddler Group

DROP-IN

Alternate Thursdays in term time, 9:30-11:30am
at The Meon Hall, Pound Lane, Meonstoke SO32 3NP

Everyone is welcome at the
Village Hall ‘Drop In’,
Every Tuesday morning
between 10.30am and noon

Parents, grandparents and carers from across the valley
and beyond all warmly welcomed with their under 5’s
for a fun time. Adult tea/coffee & biscuits and
Toddler drinks/snacks provided. £2 per family.

Come for a hot drink, biscuits and a chat.
Come for a few minutes or the whole ninety minutes.
A particular welcome is extended
to the hearing-impaired.
It is appreciated that acoustics in the Hall make
hearing difficult, but we do keep background
noise to a minimum and we have a silent kettle!

Summer Term 2019

June: 6th & 20th
July: 4th & 18th
For all dates, activities and more follow us at:
Meonstoke Toddler Group (@meontoddlers)

Meon Valley Playreading Group

-IN!

Look-in for a Chat and Refreshment in the
spacious area in Meonstoke Church. You are
very welcome on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of
each month between 10.00am and midday.

All are welcome - the more the merrier!

“It’s like being in a radio play”

u No lines to learn
u No acting on stage
u No commitment to attend each meeting
u You don’t need to be the ‘right age’ for
the characters you’re reading (or even
the same gender!)

June: 5th & 19th
July: 3rd (Sale of Paintings) & 17th

BOOK-OUT!

Just a fun evening, reading a
different play at each meeting.

Please feel free to borrow books (fiction and
nonfiction, thrillers and all other genres), jigsaws
andCD’s and return them when you have finished
withthem. There is no charge.
The library in Meonstoke church is available to
everyone whenever the church is open, which is
from early morning until early evening. Do come
and have a browse in the peaceful surroundings.
Lorna Allured - 01489 877718

A charge of £3 pays for rent, coffee, etc.

We meet on the second Tuesday each month

at The Meon Hall at 7.30pm
Tuesday 11th June
Tuesday 9th July
For more details please contact:
Paul or Gerry Hayles on 01489 878589
4
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Forthcoming Events at
Droxford Village Hall

DROXFORD
VILLAGE
HALL

Wednesday 26th June

VICE

NEWS

A film rated 15
The story of Dick Cheney, the most powerful Vice President in
history, and how his policies changed the world as we know it,
Vice explores the epic story about how a bureaucratic Washington
insider quietly became the most powerful man in the world as
Vice-President to George W. Bush, reshaping the country
and the globe in ways that we still feel today.

WO WEEKS AGO, WHEN EASTER FELL LATE IN
THE MONTH OF APRIL, WE EXPERIENCED A
MOST UNSEASONAL WARMTH. THE WEATHER
forecasters give us many comparative statistics of when Easter
was excessively warm, particularly cold, or how it should be
for the time of year. Since Easter we have moved from April
into May, and the difference is extreme. In these parts we have
moved from temperatures in the twenties to the chill of eleven
to fourteen degrees with equally chilly winds.

at 7.30pm (Doors open at 7.00pm)
Tickets - £5
Licensed bar and Refreshments available

Weather watchers and gardeners are probably more concerned
about tender plants and the lack of water we have also
experienced. Not so the birds; they are busy rearing their young,
still eagerly making use of the food put out for them, whilst the
young clamour for food from under the roof tiles or from the
shelter of a protective hedge. Notwithstanding the heat or the
chill, gardens and grass continue to grow, though without too
much colour at present. The fruit trees have lost their blossom,
one hopes unaffected by any late frosts.

Wednesday 29th June

The Rude Mechanical
Theatre Company
presents

Peonies are about to burst into flower, followed by
antirrhinums and foxgloves. In the wider countryside, the rape
has flowered, and the early trees and hedges are bursting into
life with the fresh spring green of beech and hawthorn all
around us, along with the horse chestnuts and their white or
pink flowers.

Ikarus Inc
It’s the little mid-west town of Dreamville, Indiana, in the 1950s and
a commercial traveller called Daedalus Gildersleeves comes into
town selling dreams from his suitcase. He begins banging on doors
and calling “Yo dreams are just a place! We’ll take you there at
Ikarus Inc! Purveyors of dreams.” The factory workers from
Costello’s Automobile Corporation, who spend all day on the
production line, come out to see what all the fuss is about…..

Our AGM took place on Monday, 15th April, when events,
finances, and hall maintenance and upkeep were all discussed.
It was disappointing not to see more villagers present, but we
are happy that our film evenings usually bring in good
audiences, which boost our income. The hall is also in constant
demand by our regular hirers and by a wider public for smaller
or larger occasions.

Picnics from 6.00pm - Play starts at 7.30pm
In the Old Rectory Gardens
(courtesy Harry and Mary Martineau)
See page 16 for ticket prices & more details

For Saturday, 29th June we can look forward to a visit from the
RUDES, for which director Pete Talbot will be revamping a
production we have seen here once before. Ikarus, first played
in 2010, but Pete assures me that he has brought this production
up to the present time, with pertinent references to our current
political situation. We hope for fine weather, but be sure to
bring rugs to guard against the chill of the evening, as well as
your picnic and chairs if you intend to be there from 6.00pm.

Wednesday 31st July

Green Book

A film rated 12a

The summer is quiet for our own events, save the last two films,
although the hall will be in use for the Droxford Country
Fair on 1st June, when the Manor House garden and The Old
Rectory garden play host to this event.

When Tony Lip (Viggo Mortensen), a bouncer from an
Italian-American neighborhood in the Bronx, is hired to drive
Dr Don Shirley (Mahershala Ali), a world class Black pianist, on a
concert tour from Manhattan to the Deep South, they must rely on
The Green Book to guide them to the few establishments that were
then safe for African-Americans. Confronted with racism, danger as
well as unexpected humanity and humor - they are forced to set
aside differences to survive and thrive on the journey of a lifetime.

As well as the film Stan and Ollie (shown at the end of May),
we will have Vice at the end of June, and Green Book at the
end of July (see forthcoming events opposite).

The recent 200 Club winners were:
April: Emma Hazeldene
May: Karen Broughton
Jackie Hibbert Secretary

at 7.30pm (Doors open at 7.00pm)
Tickets - £5
Licensed bar and Refreshments available
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Droxford Church Maintenance

HANK YOU TO THE LADIES WHO CARRIED
OUT THE SPRING CLEAN IN APRIL AND
THANK YOU ALSO TO TONI DREYER FOR
providing the lunch afterwards.

REPORT

Thank you also to the mowing team for your support in
maintaining the churchyard.
We would like to recruit more:
1. Cleaners: all that is required is a couple of hours in one
month of the year.
2. Volunteers to help the mowing team during the
grass growing months.
If you would like to join our merry bands, please contact
Stuart or Veronica on 01489 878500

2019’s 200 Club Prize Draw:
Winners of the 2019 prizes were:
April: James Roxborough May: Jessica Bury

Bookings:
The Meon Hall has been hired out for a series of Brownies
Pack Holidays staying in the Meon Hall from just before the
end of July through to the end of August. This is usually a
slack time in the year for village hirings because of the
holiday season, so the Meon Hall Committee’s policy is to
make best use of the facilities by allowing this series of
bookings.

Meon Hall’s Treasurer:
Charlie Fullegar will be standing down as The Meon Hall’s
treasurer at the end of June, which is the end of the Hall’s
current financial year. The Meon Hall is a registered charity,
and follows Charity Commission rules for its receipts and
payments accounting, which is spreadsheet based; the hall
uses electronic banking. Being treasurer of our village hall
takes perhaps one to two hours a week with occasional
seasonal peaks, plus attendance at committee meetings every
two months. This is an opportunity for someone with an
interest and suitable experience to help manage a successful
and important community facility. If you are interested in
being the treasurer, and would like to know more about the
role, please call James Morrice on 01489 877916 or by email
at: jamesmorrice99@gmail.com

Alton Abbey
Concert by

In Accord

with Sue Lampard
and her 14 member Capella Choir
in Alton Abbey

Church
Friday 26th July

at 7.30pm (with a short interval)

There will be wine and light refreshments
in the cloister garden after the concert.

Recycling:
Please keep recycling your unwanted clothes, shoes, and
textiles in the Yellow Bin at The Meon Hall, which raises
money for our Hampshire First Responders, trained and
experienced local volunteers who turn up quickly to a 999
medical emergency. Our aim is to raise about £500 from our
recycling in 2019 to help with their ability to respond to 999
calls.

Planning a family party this summer?
Order your extra tables, chairs, china, wine glasses, and
cutlery for your summer entertaining from The Meon Hall.
Please contact Hannah Carpenter, the bookings secretary, on
meonhallbookings@yahoo.co.uk or leave a message for
Hannah on 07414 121201.
James Morrice

Tickets available from
‘Tickets’, Friends of Alton Abbey,
Alton Abbey, Beech, Alton GU34 4AP
Cheques payable to: ‘Friends of Alton Abbey’
Please include a SAE & telephone number
and/or email address
Email: friendsofaltonabbey@gmail.com
for more information
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MILLENNIUM 2020

Another brief short anecdote, number seven in the series, to punctuate and illuminate
the thousand years of our church’s history.

IT’S SUDDENLY A ROUND,
ROUND WORLD!
“

HIS INSTALMENT HAS PRECIOUS LITTLE TO
DO WITH CORHAMPTON CHURCH EXCEPT
INSOFAR THAT WE ARE A MARITIME NATION
and our 500 year old church is within a day’s ride of two
major seaports. European society was enraptured by the
wonderful consumer products from Cathay that trickled in
along the Silk Road and wanted to get their hands on the
sources. From a crown plucked out of a gorse bush on a
medieval battlefield in 1485, to the founding of the
Honourable East India Company in 1600, all our Tudor
monarchs died in their beds. It was Henry VII who financed
John Cabot, an Italian, in 1499 to find the elusive North
West Passage to China. In failing, he was the first European
to explore the northern American coastline since the Vikings.

in human history. Lisbon became the richest city in Europe.
Cabral, another Portuguese, discovered Brazil in 1500, an
ownership reinforced later by Amerigo Vespucci’s voyages.
Ten thousand miles in error, the Genoese Columbus discovered
not China but South America in 1492. In pursuit of gold and
power the Spanish conquistadors inflicted their appalling
catastrophes on the Mayan, Aztec, and Inca civilisations.
Portuguese sailor Magellan was killed by natives in the
Philippines in 1521, his crew completing the first
circumnavigation of the globe. The second circumnavigation
was completed in 1580 by Francis Drake.
But what of the East India Company? It spread our influence all over the Far East, establishing the basis of our
love/hate relations with the ‘jewel in the crown’, India, but
was taken over by Government after the Indian First War of
Independence, the Sepoy Mutiny, in 1857. This year is the
centenary of the Amritsar Massacre. (Is there a Nabob
around here with a slight tan and an inexplicably large
fortune?)
Guy Liardet

But Henry VII lagged behind the Portuguese Prince Henry
the Navigator, who inspired Bartholomew Diaz to round the
Cape of Good Hope in 1487, and Vasco da Gama to reach
India in 1498, initiating with exceptional brutality the
Portuguese Empire which, from Ceuta in 1415 to the loss
of Macao in 1999, was the largest and longest-lived empire

W

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIG

E ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE WILL BE CONTINUING FOR
THE 4TH YEAR THE JOINT EXCAVATION BY UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENTS FROM WINCHESTER UNIVERSITY AND MEON VALLEY
community volunteers. We will be returning to excavate the site at Exton (the hexagonal
temple site and Roman bath) and the barrow site across the A32. Additionally, we shall
explore further the area close to the Roman aisled building.

SITE OPEN DAY - SATURDAY 20th JULY from 10.30am to 3.30pm

An opportunity to view the site in action
Talks and tours at: 11.00am, 12.00pm, 2.00pm, 3.00pm - All welcome - no need to book
The site is located in a field adjacent to the A32, in between the turnings for Beacon Hill Lane and Church Lane, Exton.
Free entry - Donations are welcome.
If you would like to take part in the dig, please look at our website
www.saxonsinthemeonvalley.org.uk which contains full information on how to join.
No experience is necessary, but you must be over 18 to take part.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A DIG VOLUNTEER?

Tuesday 2nd to Saturday 6th July Tuesday 9th to Saturday 13th July
Tuesday 16th to Saturday 20th July Tuesday 23rd to Wednesday 24th July

DATES FOR DIG VOLUNTEERS
7
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During March, we took part in World Book Day, the annual
celebration of authors and illustrators, which is marked in
more than 100 countries around the world, and is aimed at
inspiring children to enjoy reading. We had a Mary Poppins,
Kitty Lacey and The Cat in the Hat come to preschool eager
to share their favourite stories with the rest of the characters.

I

Finally, this term we are excited to announce that we are
working with Fare Share and Tesco’s to combat food
wastage. Each week, Tesco will donate food close to its
‘best before date’, which the children will use to cook some
exciting dishes. This term the children have made custard,
Potato Frittatas and Banana loaf to name but a few. We hope
this small gesture will help educate our children further and
go towards the greater cause of reducing food wastage.

T’S BEEN A BUSY START TO 2019 HERE AT THE
VALLEY PRESCHOOL. WE HAVE TAKEN PART IN
THE BIG GARDEN BIRDWATCH, WHICH INVOLVED
making bird feeders, and noting down which birds visited
our garden at different times of the day. We then submitted
our findings to the RSPB.

With the summer term now upon us, our thoughts turn to
supporting our older children’s transition onto Infant School.
We are very lucky to be able to offer children a seamless
transition since we are situated within the grounds of
Meonstoke Infant School. This therefore, means the children
are already familiar with the teachers, pupils, and school
grounds. During this final term, our ‘Frogs’ who are ready to
jump over the fence will share the morning break time with
the infant school children, and receive frequent visits from
the teachers, preparing them for the next stage of their
education.

The Droxford Fair committee have kindly provided us with
the opportunity to host the bottle stall again this year, so if
you have any spare bottles you would like to donate, please
contact the preschool for collection or drop into Droxford
Post Office.

February saw us celebrate Chinese New Year; activities
included making several stir fry’s, cutting vegetables and
adding noodles, along with tasting a selection of dips. The
children then made their very own Chinese Dragon, dancing
and drumming along to mandarin music. Finally; bringing
an end to the celebrations we re-enacted The Story of the
Zodiac, pretending to be the animals swimming across the
river under the watchful eye of the Jade Emperor.

The Valley Preschool is run by highly qualified, motivated,
and caring staff, with many years’ experience in early years
and teaching. We have a few limited spaces available for
children to start in September 2019. We welcome children
from age 2 to rising 5. Please contact me Lynette Davis on
01489 878019.
Lynette Davis

Droxford
Scarecrow Festival
The invasion of the scarecrow is back......

7th - 21st September 2019

Join us and create your own Scarecrow and display in your front garden or
business forecourt. There is no theme - just enjoy making! The festival winds
up with a Fun Party at Droxford Recreation Ground on
Saturday 21st September at 3.00pm when the winners will be announced.
Get your £5.00 kit, (straw, frame and sack) from Debbie - Tel: 07875 499709 or
Email: dc.foster@virgin.net) - No obligation, you can source your own if you wish.
Get the children or grandchildren to make it in their summer holidays .
NEW THIS YEAR - route maps for sale in the Post Office
8
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News from Droxford Fire Station

D

to as many of these as we can, operational incidents
permitting. Come along and say hello, we are looking
forward to being there.

ID YOU KNOW THAT HAMPSHIRE FIRE AND
RESCUE SERVICE HAS AN ANIMAL RESCUE
TEAM PROVIDING SUPPORT FOR ALL KINDS
of incidents involving animals? Crews from Droxford have
been on two calls in the past month that had input from this
specialist team. The first was to provide emergency drinking
water to livestock on a farm in Warnford where the borehole
pump had failed, and the second to rescue a cow that had
become entangled in a barbed wire fence in Soberton. Think
we just deal with fires and road accidents? Think again!

Droxford is one of Hampshire Fire and Rescue’s network of
retained fire stations, providing on-call cover for our local
communities and across the county. We have a crew of
eleven, from a variety of backgrounds, supported by a Watch
Manager. Our training nights are Tuesdays at 6.45pm; do
come down and see us then if you want to know more. You
can also follow @Droxford41 on Twitter for up to date
information about what we are up to.
Anna Rolfe
FF Droxford 41

We have had more success at the training Academy, with FF
Wigglesworth completing his initial training, and FF Horn
gaining the Breathing Apparatus (BA) qualification. This
latter is both physically and mentally demanding, requiring
firefighters to maintain composure during situations
including limited visibility, restricted room to manoeuver
and significant heat, all whilst wearing cumbersome but
essential BA kit. Everyone who has completed the course
agrees that the most exciting day is ‘Live Fire’ where
trainees enter a modified shipping container with a large
blaze at one end. The doors are opened, smoke and flames
come rolling out and the assessment is based on our ability
to read the conditions, safely enter the compartment, and
apply the correct hose techniques to approach and extinguish
the fire. It is quite an experience, especially the first time!

Lazing on a Sunny Afternoon
The Old Rectory Gardens, Wickham PO16 6HR
by kind permission of Neville Craig

on Sunday 23rd June at 3.00pm

FB POCKET ORCHESTRA
Featuring the

Over the last couple of months the Droxford appliance has
been out and about to several local incidents, including the
fires at Uplands Park Hotel site, and the Bishop’s Waltham
kebab van. We have also been around the county on standby
calls to Petersfield, Eastleigh, St. Mary’s and Redbridge.

Fête season will be starting up by the time this edition of the
Bridge Magazine is published and we will be taking the truck

Playing Jazz, Blues and Ragtime

Gate opens 2.30pm - parking on site
Bring your own chairs or blankets, Dogs on leads welcome

In aid of THE JUBILEE SAILING TRUST
Tickets £20 from rogermorfill@sky.com or 01489 892823
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or use sticky whitefly traps. Keep plants well watered and
spray with fungicide in June as a precaution against tomato
blight. Plant some basil and tagetes amongst greenhouse
plants as their aromatic foliage is said to deter pests such as
aphids.

IN THE
GARDEN

T

John Owen

June
& July

HE EARLY WARM SPELL IN SPRING AND THE
SUBSEQUENT LACK OF RAIN HAS LEFT THE
SOIL QUITE DRY, PARTICULARLY IN RAISED
beds. This might well have inhibited seed germination in the
vegetable plots, so re-sow if in doubt. If planting new shrubs
and large perennials, ensure that they are well watered in;
that is, at least a gallon of water per plant. This ensures that
the moisture penetrates well below the plants and hopefully
the roots will follow!
Vegetables: Sow salad crops at two or three-week intervals
to provide a succession of crops. Plant out sprouts, winter
cabbage, leeks, celeriac, and purple sprouting broccoli. Sow
swede and then thin out plants to required spacing as they
develop, but do not try to transplant seedlings as they are
unlikely to develop properly. Make second sowing of carrots
and spring onions. Harvest broad beans and pinch out the
tips of later sown plants. Look out for blackfly on runner
beans and spray with proprietary insecticide, if you can find
any, or soapy water.

T

HE DAY OF OUR SPRING SHOW WAS WARM
AND SUNNY, A GREAT SPRING DAY! THERE
WAS A TOTAL OF FOUR HUNDRED AND
sixty four exhibits and eighty three exhibitors. The daffodils
were in abundance. It was a colourful, well attended show,
which smelled delightful with the perfume of spring. Do not
forget our Summer Show on Sunday 21st July in the Meon
Hall.

Fruit: Keep bushes and plants free of weeds and check
regularly for mildew, aphids, sawfly and other pests and
spray as necessary. Do not be alarmed at the falling of small
apples; this is quite normal and is referred to as the ‘June
drop’ and is the tree’s mechanism for shedding excess fruit
in order to conserve nutrients and moisture.

Herbaceous Border: Plant out dahlias and canna lilies and
provide plenty of mulch; divide and replant primroses; take
cuttings of pinks. Plant out half-hardy annuals and perennials
such as penstemons and osteospermum and make sure they
are kept watered until established. Regularly deadhead roses
to encourage strong new shoots. Deadhead early flowering
herbaceous perennials, but do not cut to ground level, as this
will sap the strength of the plant.

Hill Top, in Upper Swanmore, was the venue for our coffee
morning; again this was well attended, and we all had a
chance to walk around and admire the unusual plants our
president and his wife have in their garden, including a fallen
tree carved into dragons.

I hope everyone who came to the plant sale was pleased with
the bargains they purchased and that they are now growing
well.

Bulbs: Make sure that gladioli are kept well watered in dry
spells. Spray lilies with proprietary fungicide against botrytis
and systemic insecticide against aphids, which spread virus
diseases. Also be on the look out for scarlet lily beetles,
which should be destroyed on sight. These can now be
sprayed effectively with superbug.

Thank you to everyone who has organised, helped, and come
to these events. Without you we would not be such a
successful club. The club is having a celebration Garden
Party in June to mark the 116 years of our existence.

If you would like to join the club, please contact our
membership secretary, Phil Butler, on 01489 877596 or
email: philipbutler831@btinternet.com
Caroline Harris
Secretary
email: caroline_harris76@hotmail.com

Containers: Plant up troughs, tubs, hanging baskets, and
window boxes. Add slow release fertiliser and vermiculite
or perlite to the compost to retain moisture.

In the Greenhouse: Pinch-out side shoots from tomatoes
and after the first truss has set, start to feed weekly with a
proprietary liquid feed. Train cucumbers on wires or canes
and pinch out growing tip to encourage side shoots. Keep a
look-out for red spider mite and whitefly. Spray as necessary
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More Garden Club information is available on the website at:
www.droxfordweb.co.uk
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The Royal British Legion

75 years ago....

Droxford & District Branch

www.droxfordweb.co.uk

Southwick House - Supreme Headquarters
Allied Expeditionary Force for D-Day

On 6th June 1944, the largest ever amphibious operation was
launched to liberate North West Europe from Nazi German
occupation. With the immortal words “OK, let’s go!”, the Supreme
Commander, US General of the Army Dwight D Eisenhower
signalled the start of Operation OVERLORD (commonly known
as D-Day). 160,000 Allied troops were landed across a 50-mile
front onto the beaches of Normandy by an armada of 7,000 ships,
including 1,200 warships and 4,000landing ships and craft,
supported by 13,000 aircraft; 14,674 sorties being flown between
midnight and 0800 alone. British and Canadian forces landed on
Gold, Juno and Sword beaches to the east whilst US troops landed
on Utah and Omaha to the west. By 11th June, 350,000 troops,
54,000 vehicles and over 100,000 tons of materiel had been landed.
Some 10,000 Allied casualties were sustained on D-Day itself, 6,600
American (mostly on Omaha), 2,700 British and 946 Canadian both during the landings and the battles to secure the beachheads.

For what will probably be the Normandy veterans last opportunity to mark a significant anniversary, the Royal British
Legion have chartered a ship, the MV Boudicca, to provide a fully funded tour for 300 D-Day veterans and their carers. There
will be commemorations on 5th June 2019 in Portsmouth, the main hub for the Allied amphibious assault and on 6th June
in Normandy. Security will be tight at both events.
The Droxford & District Branch has a selection of interesting speakers and events and further details are in the RBL pages of
the Droxford and Soberton & Newtown websites. Non-members are always welcome to attend the talks. The next Branch
meeting will be at 1900 on Monday, 9th September, in Droxford Village Hall when Philip Stride, FICE, FRICS, the Strategic
Project Director of the Tideway Project will present Building on Bazalgette – the Thames Tideway Project.

D

ETAILED PLANNING FOR OVERLORD
COMMENCED IN EARLY 1943. AS PRECISE
DATES AND TIMES WERE UNKNOWN, AND
in common with all military planning, the launch date was
designated ‘D’ (for Day) with ‘H’ (for Hour); operation
orders could then refer to D-2, D+1, H+1, etc.

although D-Day was an overwhelming success, the battles
to secure Caen and Cherbourg took much longer than
expected. The naval phase of OVERLORD, Operation
NEPTUNE, succeeded in reconnoitering and clearing the
beaches, bombarding German fortifications, securing the
English Channel against incursion by enemy warships,
principally U-Boats (submarines) and E-Boats (fast torpedo
boats), enabling some 4,000 landing ships and craft to
assault the beaches, and ensuring vital supplies of ammunition,
food and fuel reached the invading armies.

The Americans initially favoured an assault on the Pas de
Calais, the shortest route from UK, while the British
preferred Normandy as a less obvious choice. An elaborate
deception plan, Operation FORTITUDE, was conceived to
convince the enemy that the main invasion would indeed
take place in the Pas de Calais. This worked well and almost
complete surprise was achieved which helped reduce the
number of casualties. OVERLORD opened with an assault
by airborne troops from three divisions (two American and
one British) to secure the flanks, to enable British forces to
capture Caen and for the Americans to hook right into the
Cotentin Peninsular to take the port of Cherbourg. Military
plans seldom survive first contact with the enemy and,

Two temporary MULBERRY harbours provided a vital offfloading facility, augmented by an oil pipeline (PLUTO Pipe Line Under The Ocean) from August. By mid-July, 1½
million troops had landed with the Normandy campaign
finally ending on 21 August with the enemy in full retreat.
The human cost was huge: Allied forces had sustained
209,000 casualties (37,000 killed) against 250,000 Germans
with a further 200,000 enemy prisoners taken.

For more information about the RBL Droxford and District Branch, please contact the secretary Cdr Rob Scott by email at:
robmunroscott@aol.com or telephone: 01489 877800. You can also view the RBL page at www.droxfordweb.co.uk under
the Clubs and Leisure link.
The RBL Droxford & District Branch is always looking for new members, both Service and civilian, to help keep remembrance alive
and support our Servicemen and women, veterans and their families. For more information or to join us, please contact the Secretary:
Cdr Rob Scott RN at robmunroscott@aol.com or 01489 877800 or visit the website at www.droxfordweb.co.uk/rbl
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Meonstoke, Corhampton and Exton

Meonstoke, Corhampton & Exton

CHURCH FETE
Saturday 6th July
from 12:30 to 4.00pm
St. Andrew’s Church Green

CHURCH FETE

DONATIONS FOR STALLS

Saturday 6th July
from 12:30 to 4.00pm
St. Andrew’s Church Green

Would be very much appreciated, if you have
any items please contact the specific numbers
listed below for those items:

TOM’S TALKING REPTILES
BOOKS u BRIC-A-BRAC u BOTTLES u BBQ
TEA & CAKES u ICE CREAMS u PIMM’S
DUCK RACES u PLANTS & PRODUCE
JAMS u TOYS u SOAPS AND SCENTS
CAKES u DOG SHOW u FANCY DRESS
COLOUR STALL u BEE-KEEPING
TOMBOLA u CHOCOLATE
GAMES u PONY RIDES u FACE PAINTING

BOOKS (Deliver to the Fete)
Greg Clarke: 01489 878159

BOTTLES (Alcoholic/non-alcoholic sealed and in date drink)
(Claire and David will collect)
Claire and David Ablitt: 01489 878074

BRIC-A-BRAC (Deliver to the Fete)
Jan Tebb: 01489 877921
Malcolm Hyder: 01489 878555

CAKES, BISCUITS AND BARS - (For Cake Stall and Teas)

COLOUR STALL - Red, Green or Orange

O

(Please ring in advance with offers of quality saleable products)

Janice Hooley: 01489 878098

PLANTS AND PRODUCE (Deliver on the day)
Phil Butler: 01489 877596

RAFFLE (Call Angela and she will collect)
Angela Peagram: 01489 878725

SOAPS AND SCENTS (Call Karen and she will collect)
Karen Ellis: 01489 878619

JAMS, CHUTNEYS AND PRESERVES
(Please call if collection required)

Fiona Bennett: 01489 877513

TOMBOLA (Suzanne and Alan will collect)
Suzanne and Alan West: 07429 159595

TOYS (Deliver to the Fete)
Vicky Ellis: 07814 000786

FOR ANY MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL
Angela Peagram: 878725, Claire Ablitt: 878074
or Natalie Lumby: 877444
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TAS

Car Parking at Meon Hall

(As many as you can bake! Deliver on the day or call for pick up)
Christina Ellis: - (Cakes) 01489 878010
Chrissie Readwin: - (Teas) 07388 116858 or
01489 878099

UD BUSTING
B
TE

in Bishop’s Waltham

N SATURDAY 27TH APRIL, MORE THAN 120
LOCAL FOOD LOVERS TOOK PART IN THE
SIXTH BISHOP’S WALTHAM BITES EVENT,
tasting their way around the town centre’s array of restaurants
and food retailers.
Word has spread about the event among local foodies since it
first took place in October 2016 and tickets are highly sought
after. Those who attended were treated to local cheeses and
hams, Mediterranean meatballs, pulled pork, mini burgers and
pies, frittata, salmon scotch eggs, local ice cream, chocolates
and much more.
The participating food outlets were The Southern Co-op,
Grover Butchers, Giorgios Mediterranean Restaurant, Sweet
Corner, Any Fish, The Barleycorn Inn, The Crown Inn and
Piccola Roma.
The next Bishop’s Waltham Bites event will be held on Saturday
5th October with tickets going on sale three weeks in advance.
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WINCHESTER CITY
COUNCILLOR REPORT - Vicki Weston

T

CENTRAL AND UPPER MEON VALLEY WARDS

HANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO VOTED IN THE
WINCHESTER CITY COUNCIL ELECTION ON 2ND
MAY. THE RESULT IS THAT BOTH MYSELF, VICKI
Weston, and Hugh Lumby continue as part of your district
councillor team. With your support we bucked the national trend
in our ward but overall Winchester City Council is now under
Liberal Democrat administration.

Thefts and Burglaries
There has been an increase in thefts and burglaries in our ward, so
please make sure you lock things away and do not leave anything
overnight in your car.
Please report anything suspicious on the 101 number or you can
report online at:
www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime

The political make-up of Winchester City Council is:
l 18 seats for the Conservative Party
l 27 seats for the Liberal Democrat Party
Across the Winchester District a total of 40,317 votes were cast,
with a turnout of 45.10%.

If it is anything that you feel needs direct action then dial 999.

Winchester Criterium and Cyclefest 2019
Winchester Criterium and Cyclefest will offer a mix of cycling
related activities and high-speed races, supported again by
Hargroves Cycles.
The Criterium races are highly regarded by riders and fans, with
many travelling from across the UK to attend the event, and which
takes place right in the heart of Winchester’s historic city centre.
The event takes place on Sunday, 9th June.
Entries are now open for those who would like to race in the
Criterium, with categories ranging from juniors to elite. You can
apply for your place at: winchestercriterium.org

Your local team of councillors will continue to support our
residents and wards in any way we can, providing information and
direction and by representing your views in Winchester:
l
l

l

l
l
l

Long standing councillors have held various roles giving us a
good broad understanding of local matters.
We are able to signpost you to the correct departments and the
best contacts when issues arise to offer you maximum support
promptly.
We can represent you by regular attendance at all the village
parish council meetings making sure they receive regular
updates, and then taking your views back to Winchester City.
Work collaboratively with the authorities and parish councils
We are an advocate for you at council meetings making sure
that the rural parishes are represented.
Keep you informed with reports in parish magazines and
email bulletins.

Housing Provision
5,000 Social houses
8,000 Tenants
Enabling New Build

CONTACT YOUR COUNCILLORS
Linda Gemmell email:

lgemmell@winchester.gov.uk

Frank R. Pearson email: fpearson@winchester.gov.uk
Vicki Weston email:

vweston@winchester.gov.uk

Hugh Lumby email:

hlumby@winchester.gov.uk

What are Winchester City Council’s Services?
Environment
Planning and Enforcement
Waste
Licensing
Environmental
Health
Legal & Democratic
Services

Estate Management

Heath & Happiness
Landscapes and Spaces
Culture
Sports & Health

Business
Economic Growth
Tourism

Benefits Administrations
Universal Credit

Revenue Collections
Rates, council tax

Sale of Paintings

Choral Evensong

by Liz Wade

in Corhampton Church

Wednesday 3rd July

ATHANASIAN CONSORT

(formerly of Holly Cottage, Meonstoke)

with the

on

10.00am - 12 noon
at
St. Andrew's Church, Meonstoke
In aid of Church funds

on Sunday 14th July at 6.30pm
With refreshments kindly provided by
Friends of St Andrew’s & Corhampton Churches (FOSACC)

All Welcome
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Meon Valley LIONS CLUB
BIRTHDAY BUS!

F

Deirdre and friends at her 100th birthday bash

had taken and that she had thoroughly enjoyed herself. Well
done Lion John Sharpe for making Deirdre’s day!

OR MANY YEARS, THE MEON VALLEY LIONS
CLUB HAS OPERATED A MINIBUS SERVICE
ACROSS THE COMMUNITIES IN OUR AREA.
You will see our blue and yellow minibus being driven
through the villages by Lions and other volunteers on most
days, providing a free travel service for clubs, societies and
individuals who otherwise might not be able to get out and
about. We are grateful to the Southern Co-operative in
Wickham who largely funded the current bus through a
donation in 2012, as part of their Community Support Card
scheme.

FIVE STARS!
Our regular BBQ gig at the Wickham Charity Beer Festival
proved a little more eventful than we expected, when a Food
Standards Agency inspector arrived to carry out a food
hygiene check. We have been proud to display our five star
FSA rating for some years, but policies and practices must
be regularly checked for organisations to retain the
classification. Inspections of this nature are all part of the
enforcement process.

One of the organisations we help regularly is the Wickham
Wednesday Lunch Club. The club’s oldest member, Deirdre,
celebrated her 100th birthday recently, but following a fall,
had stopped coming to Lunch Club because she had not
regained sufficient strength and confidence. However, a call
from regular driver, Lion John Sharpe to Deirdre’s daughter,
confirmed that she would like to try one more trip to the
Lunch Club. Apparently, it was the ride in the bus she had
missed as much as the lunch!

By coincidence, Deirdre’s 100th birthday was on a
Wednesday, so arrangements were made to collect and take
her to meet her regular Lunch Club friends at the local hall.
Although helping Deirdre on and off the bus required some
strength and patience, she was delighted to have the
opportunity to meet up with her old friends once more. At
the hall, everyone sang happy birthday, toasted Deidre with
a glass of sherry and enjoyed a lovely slice of birthday cake
at the end of the meal. Eventually, Deirdre was tired and
ready for home, but later, Deidre's daughter Sarah rang to
say just how much Deirdre had appreciated the trouble we

After an intense onsite review lasting what seemed like an
eternity, we were pleased to hear that we had passed the
inspection with a clean bill of health and retained our five
stars. Our thanks go to Lion Roy Cuthbertson who has
managed and led the catering programme for us for many
years and who rightfully must take all the credit for the
quality and reputation of our food service standards.
Finally, we welcome yet another new member to Meon
Valley Lions Club in the shape of Brian Edwards. Brian and
his wife Lynda have lived in the Fareham area since 1982,
moving to Knowle in 2006. After over thirty years in the
Royal Navy, during which time he received an MBE for his
services, Brian took up a second career in the Telecoms
industry with Cable & Wireless and latterly Vodafone, before
recent retirement. We are hoping his organisational and
communication skills can be put to good use in his new
voluntary calling!
14
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Publicity Officer
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Summer Show
(116th Celebration)

Sunday 21st July
Meon Hall Meonstoke
at 1.30pm
Refreshments - Raffle - Music - Plants
Side Stalls and Games

www.droxfordweb.co.uk

(see Meon Valley Garden Club in the navigation bar)

DROXFORD

HISTORY GROUP
Our next meeting is the

Annual General Meeting
on

Thursday 25th July
in Droxford Village Hall
at 7.30pm
Note that subscriptions for the following year are due at the
meeting and the future programme will be distributed.
(The History Group is very good value at £10 per year,
so if you are not a member yet, please join us.)
After the AGM, Gordon Hope will give a short talk
about ‘Droxford and its History.’
(Gordon is the author of the booklet 800 Years in Droxford)
15
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French Conversation -

Meetings held on second and fourth Tuesday afternoon of the
month from 2:00pm in the home of a member. Please note that
these sessions are now full. Contact organiser Lyndon Palmer on
01489 896862 to join the waiting list.

Tai Chi -

Jubilee Hall, Gold Room. Wednesday mornings.
There are three sessions: Beginners/less experienced: 9:00 to
10:00am. Experienced: 10:15 to 11:15am
Intermediate 11:30am to 12:30pm. NB: Intermediate sessions
on 5th, 19th & 20th June will be held at Priory Park.
Cost per individual session £4.00 for members; £6.00 for nonmembers. Contact: Cherry Wynne-Powell on 01329 833254

Meon Valley Active Retirement Association
Hon Sec: Ann Joyce e: mvara@aejoyce.me.uk t: 01329 232099

Regular events for the active in retirement

Programme - June & July 2019

Exercise Class -

Table Tennis -

St. Peter’s Church Hall, Bishop’s Waltham.
Every Monday from 10:00 to 11:15am
NB: There will be no class on 10th June
Cost per individual session: members £2.00, non-members £2.50
Please note there is a waiting list for this class.
Contact: Chee Price 01489 893140

Priory Park Clubhouse, Elizabeth Way, Bishop’s Waltham.
Wednesday afternoons from 2.00pm to 5.00pm. New members
welcome. Cost per session £3.00 for members, £4.50 for
non-members. Contact: Leslie Craddock on 07941 300545

The Other Lunch -

Possible new activity - monthly lunch at a local pub 12:15 for
12:30pm - any member welcome. Potential dates June 19th and
July 17th. See newsletter for details

Ladies’ Pub Lunch -

Mondays - June 3rd, July 1st - 12:15 for 12:30pm
Contact Chriszena Strachan 01489 893719 by the previous
Monday for venue and to book a place. Please note there may be a
waiting list.

Spanish Lessons -

Classes held on Friday mornings at The Stables, Free Street,
Bishop’s Waltham.
New term planned to start on 20th September.
Call John Moorhouse on 01489 896366 to discuss

IT Learning Classes -

These weekly sessions will be run again from Monday 2nd
September until Monday, 28th October at the Patterson Centre,
Swanmore. They will last for one hour between 9:00am and
12:00pm. Places are very limited so please contact Ian WynnePowell Tel: 01329 833254 to confirm your place. These lessons
will be one to two and tailored to individual requirements.

E

Scrabble for Fun -

Sessions on Friday afternoons in the small room at The Paterson
Centre, Swanmore (next to the church). Cost £2.00 per session.
There is now a waiting list for this activity. Please book with Lena
to confirm location and be prompt!
Contact: Lena Frost on 01489 894828

Theatre/Cinema Visits -

Visits are organised throughout the year. For information on
theatre/cinema visits please Contact Kay Corke 01489 890727

Post Office, or by ringing 01323 501260. They are also
available on the website: www.therudemechanicaltheatre.co.uk
Bring a picnic, your own chair and warm clothing for an
English summer evening.

ARE BACK..!

NTER THIS EVENT IN YOUR DIARY TO
SEE THE RUDE MECHANICAL THEATRE
COMPANY PLAYERS, WHO WILL BE ON THE
lawn of the Old Rectory, Droxford again on Saturday 29th
June for their annual outdoor theatre. They will be performing
a revival of their inspiring ‘Ikarus Inc,’ a play about hopes
and dreams. You will not want to miss it! Set in the little
town of Dreamville, Indiana, in the ‘50’s, a travelling
salesman, Daedalus H. Gildersleeves, and his son Ikarus,
sell dreams from a suitcase. Secret hopes are laid bare as
they begin to fly the townsfolk up into the clear blue skies
to their dreams. Hilarious, romantic, tender, searching - and
laced with rock’n’roll! Meanwhile, the ladies of the local
Buffalos Club, ‘the Buffalesses’, enter a competition to
make the biggest pumpkin pie ever to raise money for ‘the
sufferin’ poor’. For Ol’ Mercy Coffin it is just the devil
tempting them. But will they fly and achieve their dreams
or come crashing down to the cold hard earth? Will the
pumpkin pie be baked? Will they win the competition?
Tickets: £17.00 (concessions available) from the Droxford
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with a mini bus to use for this purpose.

As we are a support Group for the Carers, we are unable to
take full responsibility for those living with dementia, unless
they are accompanied with their carer, or a responsible adult.
We, as volunteers, are only too happy to entertain the cared
for, whilst their carers have a little break, whilst they are in
our company.
If you would like more information, please give us a call and
we will be only too pleased to have a chat, or if
you prefer, we could come along to your home with
more information, or you could go to our website at:
www.meonvalleycarersgroup.org.uk. Alternatively, if you
feel you could help as a volunteer with the group, again we
would be more than happy to hear from you. The contact
details are below.

Registered Charity: 1107865

MEON VALLEY CARERS
GROUP NEWS

A

Promoting a positive way
of living with dementia

S WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE SUMMER,
HAVING ALREADY ENJOYED SOME
BEAUTIFUL SPRING WEATHER, AS WELL
as some stormy days, the plans for the summer months are
well under way. We hope that what has been planned will
be enjoyed by all the members.

June & July Programme

11th June
Pub Lunch
at The Forge Inn, Shedfield - 12.15pm

However, at times of joy it is very easy to forget that a carer
looking after a loved one with dementia is also living with
that condition. As a group, we are determined to do our
utmost to reach out to many carers in the Meon Valley area
and welcome them into our group, allowing them to relax
whilst their love-one is being looked after by the volunteers
who have much experience and knowledge of people living
with dementia. Talking to somebody in a similar situation
as themselves can relieve their careworn bodies and
worried minds. Within the group many friendships have
been and continue to be formed over a cup of tea and
biscuit or cake, always a favourite time towards the end of
the group meetings.

25th June
Group Meeting
at the Paterson Centre, Swanmore
Speaker from The Princess Royal Trust
9th July
Fish & Chips at the Seaside!
Outing to The Wheelhouse - 12.30pm

23rd July
Group Meeting
at the Paterson Centre, Swanmore - 2.00pm

Meon Valley Carers Group, at the Paterson Centre,
Church Road, Swanmore. Monday: 9.15am - 1.15pm
Tel: 01489 895444
email: office@meonvalleycarersgroup.org.uk

If you are not able to get to our venue, and live locally, we
can always arrange for you to be collected from your home.
The Meon Valley Lions Club very generously provide us

the best part of three years at The Hunters, we have recently
moved, as the pub is about to undergo a major refit. Therefore
we have moved back to our home ground in Soberton! We are
now meeting every Monday evening at The Bold Forester. The
owner, Patrick, having very kindly agreed to open especially
for us in our hour of need. The Boldie is a great place and offers
SSUC exactly what it needs.

I

We have now performed 104 gigs over the five years and our
core membership has grown to almost fifty ‘ukes.’ We have a
lot of fun together, doing what is essentially community singing
with little ukuleles thrown in! The gigs we perform are a happy
by-product, as we bring community singing to our audiences,
which comprises mainly of charity groups and events around
our part of Hampshire.

N JANUARY 2019, SSUC CELEBRATED ITS FIFTH
BIRTHDAY! WE CAN SCARCELY BELIEVE THAT
SO MUCH TIME HAS GONE BY AND THOUGHT
people might be interested in an update on this unlikely
phenomenon!

SSUC was incubated for the first couple of years at The White
Lion pub in Soberton by kind permission of Allan Marks, the
landlord. As we attracted new members, lack of space and
parking constraints became an issue, so we then moved to The
Hunters Inn in Swanmore, where we continued to expand as a
club, develop our repertoire, playing and singing skills. After

We start playing at 7.30pm and finish at 9.30pm, so come and
have a drink at The Bold Forester on a Monday and have a
listen and a singalong!
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Beverley Lambert: ssuc@veryhappy.co.uk

I

The Bridge ~ June - July 2019

Helping People in Their Time of Need

N 2018, THE MEON VALLEY FOOD BANK
PROVIDED SUPPORT FOR OVER 921 PEOPLE,
INCLUDING 519 CHILDREN. SADLY, THIS WAS A
60% increase on 2017. However, our donations of food and
money have also increased as people become more aware
of the support required by some of our neighbours.

community has taken most of the extra donations we
received.

The plan for the coming year is to continue to build on our
relationships within our local community reflecting the love
of Christ as much as we can. We pray that the Food Bank
will continue to have a positive impact.

The Food Bank was started in 2015 and is a church led
community project to support local people, throughout the
Meon Valley villages, who are in need. In the four years that
the Food Bank has been open, it has become more
established with local agencies such as Citizens Advice,
Winchester Housing Benefits, and local schools. These
agencies refer people to us by a voucher system when they
have established a genuine need. Individuals and families
who are referred to us are provided with a week’s supply of
dried and tinned food.

Sue Pardon who has been our chairperson since the
beginning of the Meon Valley Food bank is stepping down
and Mike Salter is our new chairman. We are in need of a
new manager of the morning session of Food Bank from
9.30am till 1.00pm on a Tuesday morning.
Anyone interested should please contact Mike Salter
through the contact page on the Food Bank website at
www.meonvalleyfoodbank.co.uk

Our grateful thanks go to Sue Pardon for recognising the
need for a local food bank and all her hard work in setting
up and running this successful service for the people of the
Meon Valley. We would also like to thank our volunteers,
numerous organisations, and individuals who have donated
food and money. A special mention to the members of
Timewarp who donated all the profits from their final gig
and to Bishops Waltham Youth Club/Trustees for providing
accommodation at a reduced rent and Meon Valley Lions
who help us with deliveries.
Pat Taylor
Member of Committee

The Meon Valley Food Bank is sited in the Youth Hall in
Malt Lane, Bishop’s Waltham and is open on Tuesday from
10.00am to 3.00pm. Volunteers from the local churches and
the community give their time to receive and store food as
well as prepare the vital food parcels.
All the local churches have food collection boxes, as well
as Budgens Supermarket and Wickham Coop, whilst a large
number of people donate individually by dropping food off
at the Youth Hall in Malt Lane during our open hours.

Unfortunately, there has been an increase in the number of
people requiring support each year. Most of our clients are
on low incomes and changes to the benefit system have been
cited by many of our agencies as the reason for this increase.
Disability allowances have been undergoing a review and
sometimes led to a reduction in allowance for a period of
time until an appeal has been considered. Our clients tell us
that the universal credit system has a complicated
application process, which they find very difficult. Illness
and being unable to work also appears to be on the increase
in the local area.

Corhampton Church

Nobody comes to the Food Bank willingly. We see a
reluctance to ask for help in many of our clients.
Consequently, we feel it is important to have a welcoming
atmosphere so that people can have a cup of tea and chat
about their circumstances if they so wish. We can sometimes
suggest other organisations such as Citizens Advice who
may help them further.
Last Christmas we ran a Reverse Advent Calendar which
was a real success. Donations which equated to two van
loads of food arrived from Swanmore College, Droxford
Junior School, and Bishops Waltham Parish Council. It was
wonderful to see how much food we had over the
Christmas period. However, our supplies have now returned
to the pre-Christmas levels as the increased need of the

Coffee Morning
Fundraising for Altar Kneelers
on

Friday 14th June
10.00am - 12noon
at

Pound House, Pound Lane
Meonstoke
All Welcome
Please mark your diaries to support this
project, a legacy to our community
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Singing
for Fun

Meon Valley Community Bus Association

TIMETABLE

Fares (all destinations): Adult: £5.00 return.
Children Under 16: ½ fare: Under 5’s - Free
All concessionary bus passes accepted
For private hire please call Richard Blackburn: Tel: 877391

Come and sing your favourite
songs and learn some new ones.
No talent required.

Mondays to FAREHAM
09:40 Meonstoke PO & Stores
09:42 Meonstoke, Pound Cottages
09:45 Meonstoke Triangle
09:50 Droxford Square (PARK & RIDE)
09:54 Brockbridge, The Hurdles PH

The Ruby Room, Jubilee Hall,
Little Shore Lane
Bishops Waltham SO32 1ED
1st & 3rd Fridays from 2.00 to 3.30pm

Wednesdays to FAREHAM
09:40 Meonstoke PO & Stores
09:42 Meonstoke, Pound Cottages
09:45 Meonstoke Triangle
09:50 Droxford Square (PARK & RIDE)
09:54 Brockbridge, The Hurdles PH

Next Meetings:

June - 7th & 21st
July - 5th & 19th

Thursdays to FAREHAM
09:37 Exton, The Shoe PH
09:40 Meonstoke PO & Stores
09:42 Meonstoke, Pound Cottages
09:45 Meonstoke, Oxendown
09:49 Brockbridge, The Hurdles PH
Note: All Fareham trips return from:
12:30 Sainsbury’s, Fareham
12:35 Fareham Library

Ages 40’s to 90’s, people with disabilities
especially welcome.

Cost: £2.00 a session
includes refreshments

Further information from Annabel
on 01489 877130 or 07732 329792.
or – just turn up!

1st & 3rd Friday of each month to WINCHESTER
09:03 Brockbridge, The Hurdles PH
09:07 Droxford Square (PARK & RIDE)
09:12 Meonstoke Triangle
09:14 Meonstoke Pound Cottages
09:17 Meonstoke PO & Stores
09:19 Exton, The Shoe PH
Return from:
11:55 River Park Leisure Centre
12:00 Winchester Broadway
2nd Friday each month to WATERLOOVILLE
09:37 Exton, The Shoe PH
09:40 Meonstoke PO & Stores
09:42 Meonstoke, Pound Cottages
09:45 Meonstoke Triangle
09:50 Droxford Square (PARK & RIDE)
09:54 Brockbridge, The Hurdles PH
Return from:
12:30 Waterlooville Sainsbury’s
12:35 Waterlooville Waitrose
4th Friday each Month to PETERSFIELD
09:03 Brockbridge, The Hurdles PH
09:07 Droxford Square (PARK and RIDE)
09:12 Meonstoke Triangle
09:14 Meonstoke Pound Cottages
09:17 Meonstoke PO & Stores
09:21 Exton The Shoe PH
Return from:
12:00 Waitrose, Petersfield

Midweek Stress Buster
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If you like singing and meeting lovely people
you are most welcome to join us. We meet on
the 2nd and 3rd Wednesday of each month at
Droxford Village Hall at 7.30pm. We are very
much a community choir and explore the
lighter side of the repertoire. We range from
experienced singers to those who have never
sung in a choir before. To find out more go to
our website at: www.singandtonic.org.uk
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SOME LOCAL SERVICES & USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
POST OFFICES
Droxford – High Street
Meonstoke Post Office Warnford Road, Corhampton

878811
877374

DROXFORD VILLAGE COMMUNITY WEBSITE:
www.droxfordweb.co.uk
for more information on local events and activities

STORES
Droxford Stores, High Street
878811
Meonstoke Village Stores, Warnford Road, Corhampton 877374
Meringtons Stores, Garrison Hill, Droxford
878043
Droxford Antiques, High Street, Droxford
878800

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL SERVICES
Adult Services 0300 555 1386
Children’s Services 0845 603 5620
The above numbers are open Mon. to Thurs. 8.30am - 4.30pm
The out-of-hours number is 0845 600 4555

PUBLIC HOUSES
The Baker’s Arms, Droxford
The Bucks Head, Meonstoke
The Shoe, Exton
The White Horse, Droxford

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH - Reporting Crime
877533
877313
877526
877490

GARAGES
Meringtons , Droxford
Taylors Garage Ltd, Droxford

877431
877433

SCHOOLS
Droxford Junior School,
Meonstoke School,
Valley Pre-school
Swanmore College of Technology

ONLY CALL 999 - if a crime is happening or has just happened; if you have
immediate concern for someone’s safety; if you see a traffic collision involving
injury or danger to other road users, or if you see something suspicious that
requires immediate attention.
CALL 101 - to report crimes that are not in progress; suspicious people or
vehicles, and non-urgent information such as antisocial behaviour, suspected
drug use or damage to property.
Please let your street co-ordinator, or another, know of the report.

Secretary 877537
Secretary 877568
878019
892256

LIBRARY (Bishop’s Waltham)
Free Street, Bishops Waltham

Corhampton & Meonstoke
Stocks Lane
- Peter Riley (Chairman)
877494
Rectory Lane
- Norah Burrage
878708
High Street
- Janet Dobby
878657
Bucks Head Hill
- Carol Jones
878560
Oxendown
- Ian Gilchrist
877238
Warnford Road
- Jerry Pett
877633
Corhampton Lane
- Janine Casey
877561
Pound Lane, West
- Patrick Monger
877161
Pound Lane, East
- Linda Foot
877763
Chapel Road & Fry’s Lane - Charlie Fullegar 07876 524457
New Road
- Jenny Liardet
877583
Allen’s Lane and St Andrew’s Green - Leslie Daysh 877327
Brockbridge Road
- Frances Keppel
878774
Millside
- Phil Butler
877596

0300 555 1387

CITIZEN’S ADVICE BUREAU (Bishop’s Waltham)
Well House, 2 Brook Street
03444 111306
CAB email: bishopswaltham@cabnet.org.uk
PARISH COUNCILS
Corhampton & Meonstoke.
Droxford.

Clerk: Mrs R Hoile 07720 092072
Website: www.candm-pc.gov.uk
Clerk: Mrs R Hoile 07720 092072
Website: www.droxfordweb.co.uk

Exton Parish Meeting:
Honorary Secretary: Position vacant –
WINCHESTER CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
email: lgemmell@winchester.gov.uk
email: fpearson@winchester.gov.uk
email: vweston@winchester.gov.uk
email: lruffell@winchester.gov.uk
email: hlumby@winchester.gov.uk

Droxford

- Gordon Hope

877751

Exton

- Sue Robertson

878545

NHS 111 (for fast help but not 999 emergency)
For help on community safety and to report
anti-social behaviour, etc,

Call 111
Ring 101

WILLIAMS COLLINS TRUST

DROXFORD VILLAGE HALL
Bookings: Mrs Terry Crowfoot 877631

Can we help you? Our charity was set up to assist
children and students from The Bridge parishes
requiring financial help for educational purposes
including residential school trips, books, and travel.
Call one of our trustees in confidence to request a form:

THE MEON HALL, MEONSTOKE
Bookings: Hannah Carpenter by
email: meonhallbookings@yahoo.co.uk or by phone at 07414 121201
Go to: www.candm-pc.gov.uk/the-meon-hall
for details of charges and general information
LOCAL SURGERIES

Corhampton: Monika Thwaites, 877939
Droxford: Ann Symes, 877643 & Julia Keitley, 877414
Exton: Diana Arthur, 877390
Meonstoke: Sian Holiday, 07966 487762

Droxford 877588
Wickham 01329 833121
West Meon 01730 829666
COMMUNITY CARE TRANSPORT COORDINATORS:
(Please ring only between 9.0 am and 6.00 pm)
Droxford: 07977 096586
Exton, Meonstoke & Corhampton: 07795 928065
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The trustees will meet next on the
18th March to make awards.
Please send in your applications before this date.
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DISTRICT DIARY
JUNE
Sunday 2 - Easter 7
Tue. 4 Morning Prayer, Exton
8.30am
Drop-in coffee morning, Droxford Village Hall
10.30-12.00
Wed 5 Morning Prayer, Meonstoke
8.30am
Look in for coffee & chat, Meonstoke Church
10.00-12.00
Thu. 6 Holy Communion, Droxford
10.00am
M/stoke Toddler Group; The Meon Hall
9.30-11.30am
MV Orchestra rehearsal, The Meon Hall
9.00-12noon
MV Garden Club: Visit to Longstock Water Gdns.
12.30pm
Meet in Droxford Village Square
Messy Church, Meonstoke School,
3.30pm
Fri.
7 Singing for Fun, Jubilee Hall, Bishops Waltham
2.00pm

Sunday 16 - Trinity Sunday
Tue. 18 Morning Prayer, Exton
8.30am
Drop-in coffee morning, Droxford Village Hall
10.30-12.00
Wed. 19 Morning Prayer, Meonstoke
8.30am
Look in for coffee & chat, Meonstoke Church
10.00-12.00
Evening Prayer, Droxford
5.00pm
Thu. 20 Holy Communion, Droxford
10.00am
MV Orchestra rehearsal, The Meon Hall
9.00-12noon
M/stoke Toddler Group; The Meon Hall
9.30-11.30
RBL Summer Drinks Party, Exton Cottage
6.30pm
Corpus Christi Festal Eucharist, Corhampton
7.00pm
Droxford Parish Council meeting, Droxford V.Hall
7.30pm
Fri. 21 Singing for Fun, Jubilee Hall, Bishops Waltham
2.00pm
The Meon Hall booked for Wedding Reception until Sunday 23rd
Sat. 22 MV Garden Club: Coach trip to Borde Hill
9.00am
Meet in Droxford Village Square

Sunday 9 - Pentecost (Whit Sunday)
Sun. 9 Thy Kingdom Come: Picnic and Prayer,
1.00pm
Portchester Castle
Tue. 11 Morning Prayer, Exton followed by:
8.30am
Holy Communion (BCP) for St Barnabas’ day
9.00am
Drop-in coffee morning, Droxford Village Hall
10.30-12.00
MV Arts Society, talk: Dame Zaha Hadid, Architect 10.40am
The Meon Hall
Play Reading Group, The Meon Hall
7.30pm
Wed. 12 Morning Prayer, Meonstoke
8.30am
Evening Prayer, Droxford
5.00pm
Thu. 13 MV Orchestra rehearsal, The Meon Hall
9.00-12noon
Holy Communion, Droxford
10.00am
Fri. 14 Coffee Morning, Pound House, Meonstoke, to 10.00-12noon
fund altar kneelers for Corhampton Church
Sat. 15 MV Garden Club: Garden Party, The Meon Hall, to
3.00pm
celebrate 116-years since the club was founded

Date

Sunday 23 - Trinity 1
Tue. 25 Morning Prayer, Exton
Drop-in coffee morning, Droxford Village Hall
MV Flower Club meeting: The Meon Hall
Wed. 26 Morning Prayer, Meonstoke
Evening Prayer, Droxford
Film Night: Vice: Droxford Village Hall
Thu. 27 Holy Communion, Droxford
MV Orchestra rehearsal, The Meon Hall
Sat. 29 Ordination of Ruth Howlett-Shipley as Deacon,
Cathedral Church of St Thomas, Portsmouth

Time

SUNDAY SERVICES FOR JUNE

8.00am
10.30am
6.30pm

Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Evensong

Service

8.30am
10.30-12.00
2.00pm
8.30am
5.00pm
7.30pm
10.00am
9.00-12noon
11.00am

Church

2nd
Easter 7

8.00am
10.30am
6.30pm

Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Evensong

Droxford
Meonstoke
Exton

16th
Trinity Sunday

8.00am
10.00am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Informal All-age Service
Matins

Exton
Droxford
Corhampton

9th
Pentecost
(Whit Sunday)

23rd
Trinity 1

30th
Trinity 2
(Peter & Paul)

8.00am
9.30am
10.30am
8.00am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
…Unwrapped Informal Service
Holy Communion (CW)

Holy Communion (BCP)
Patronal Festival Holy Communion (CW)
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Meonstoke
Droxford
Corhampton

Corhampton
Meonstoke
Exton
Corhampton
Exton
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DISTRICT DIARY
JULY
Mon
Last copy
copy date
issue
of The
Bridge
Mon.8 8 Last
datefor
forAug-Sept
Aug - Sept
2019
issue
of The Bridge
Tue. 9 Morning Prayer, Exton
8.30am
Drop-in coffee morning, Droxford Village Hall
10.30-12.00
MV Arts Society, talk: Postcards from near and far 10.40am
The Meon Hall
Play Reading group, The Meon Hall
7.30pm
Wed. 10 Morning Prayer, Meonstoke
8.30am
Evening Prayer, Droxford
5.00pm
Corhampton & Meonstoke Parish Council meeting
7.30pm
The Meon Hall
Thu. 11 Holy Communion, Droxford
10.00am
The Meon Hall booked for wedding reception until Saturday 13th

Sunday 21 - Trinity 5
Sun. 21 MV Garden Club: Summer Show, The Meon Hall
1.30pm
Tue. 23 Morning Prayer, Exton
8.30am
Drop-in coffee morning, Droxford Village Hall
10.30-12.00
Wed. 24 Morning Prayer, Meonstoke
8.30am
Evening Prayer, Droxford
5.00pm
Thu. 25 Holy Communion, Droxford
10.00am
Droxford History Group: AGM, Droxford Village Hall
7.30pm
Sunday 28 - Trinity 6
Sun. 28 1st Portchester Brownies stay at The Meon Hall until
Friday, 2nd August
Tue. 30 Morning Prayer, Exton
8.30am
Drop-in coffee morning, Droxford Village Hall
10.30-12.00
Wed. 31 Morning Prayer, Meonstoke
8.30am
Evening Prayer, Droxford
5.00pm
Film Night: Green Book: Droxford Village Hall
7.30pm

Sunday 14 - Trinity 4
Tue. 16 Morning Prayer, Exton
8.30am
Drop-in coffee morning, Droxford Village Hall
10.30-12.00
Community Care Group AGM, The Meon Hall
7.30pm
Wed. 17 Morning Prayer, Meonstoke
8.30am
Look in for coffee & chat, Meonstoke Church
10.00-12.00
Evening Prayer, Droxford
5.00pm
Thu. 18 Holy Communion, Droxford
10.00am
MV Orchestra rehearsal, The Meon Hall
9.00-12noon
Meonstoke Toddler Group, The Meon Hall
9.30-11.30am
Droxford Parish Council meeting, Droxford V.Hall
7.30pm
Fri. 19 Singing for Fun, The Stables, Bishops Waltham
2.00pm

Date

7th
Trinity 3
14th
Trinity 4
(Sea Sunday)

21st
Trinity 5
(Mary Magdalene)
28th
Trinity 6

Time

Service

SUNDAY SERVICES FOR JULY

Church

8.00am
10.30am
6.30pm

Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Evensong

Droxford
Meonstoke
Exton

8.00am
10.30am
6.30pm

Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Choral Evensong (with Athanasian Consort)

Meonstoke
Droxford
Corhampton

Holy Communion (BCP)
Informal All-age
Matins - Mary Magdalene

Exton
Droxford
Corhampton

8.00am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)

Corhampton
Exton

8.00am
10.00am
10.30am
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Droxford & District
Community Care Group

Petersfield Hospital
Swan Street, Petersfield GU32 3LB
Tel: 01730 263221

MINOR INJURIES UNIT

We aim to support our local community by:
l

l

l

l

l
l
l

Providing transport for visits to hospital, dentists, doctors
and other health specialists. To arrange transport please
contact our transport coordinators on the following
telephone numbers:
Droxford - 07977 096586 and Corhampton, Meonstoke
& Exton - 07795 928065

Open 8.00am to 6.00pm 365 days a year

As a dedicated Minor Injuries Team, we can treat
many minor injuries for all ages including:

Cuts & Abrasions
Burns
Ear & nose injuries
Eye injuries
Foreign bodies
Head Injuries
Minor Fractures
Nose bleeds
Splinters, Sprains & Strains

Giving assistance with completion of forms and
documents on a confidential basis, for example, claim
forms, application forms for blue badge and benefit forms.

Resolving both internal and external problems with land
line telephones for the elderly when they are not working
properly. Openreach must repair all external faults within
two working days.
Helping frail and elderly persons with BT telephones to
register for a priority repair scheme. This is especially
important for those with an emergency alarm connected
to their telephone. (Note: A form signed by the person’s
GP must be provided.)
Advising people to help them find the support or
assistance they need

If we cannot treat your injury, we will refer you to
another member of our multi-disciplinary team.

Welcoming all newcomers to our four villages.

● Accident & Emergency Department
These can include:

Providing every newcomer, a welcome card with details
of useful web contacts, a named person to assist, and/or
point people in the right direction.

● Dentist
● Fracture Clinic
● General Practitioner
● Ophthalmic Optician

New volunteer drivers needed
l

l

To support the local community by providing private
transport for essential purposes such as hospital, dentist
and doctors’ appointments.
You decide when you drive, it’s a very flexible commitment.

We have X-ray facilities Monday to Friday from 9.00am
to midday. Waiting times vary, but most patients
are seen, treated and discharged within an hour.

Please note that all mileage costs are covered at 40p per mile
and personal insurance cover is also provided. If you are
willing to give a little time and volunteer as a driver please
contact our transport coordinators Droxford - 07977 096586
and for Corhampton, Meonstoke & Exton - 07795 928065
or our Chairman on 01489 877564.

Community First Responders
Are required to help respond to medical emergencies in the Meon Valley area.
No previous experience necessary; Full training provided in life support techniques,
including cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and use of automatic external
defibrillator (AED). Applicants must be aged 18 or over, hold a full UK
driving licence and have use of vehicle.
You choose times you can cover (days, evenings, weekends).

Droxford & District Community Care Group is part of The
Good Neighbours Network funded by Hampshire County
Council which is a unique and valuable asset to local
communities in Hampshire, providing practical neighbourly
help in a caring, people focused and safe way.

John Shaw Chairman.
Tel: 01489 877564

Contact Rob Scott, MVCFR Coordinator at: robmunroscott@aol.com
or Community Responder Administrator at cfr@scas.nhs.uk
or call 0800 5870207
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and maybe,

HELP SAVE A LIFE!

A
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T

PLANT & CAKE SALE

NNE AND JAMES MORRICE THANK EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTED THEIR GARDEN
SALE. THE SUN CAME OUT, AND WE MADE
£1,740. The Meonstoke Baby & Toddler Group; The Valley
Pre-School; Meon Valley Orchestra; and Droxford &
District Community Care Group have each received £435.
Great result from a few plants and cakes!!
James Morrice

HANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO
ATTENDED AND SUPPORTED OUR VERY
SUCCESSFUL BINGO EVENING, WHICH
raised a total of £1817.42. This money will go towards
new equipment and all the extras that The Valley
Preschool provide at no additional charge.

From the Registers

A huge thank you also to our bingo caller on the night,
Karen Ward; to The Shoe Inn at Exton; Harvest Foods
and Westlands Farm Shop for providing refreshments;
and to all the local companies and individuals who
supported us by donating prizes.

Weddings

Meonstoke
12th April
Robert James Arthur and Ellen Mary Caddy

Jessica Tudor Williams
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