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THE BRIDGE CHURCHES WEBSITE: www.bridgechurches.org.uk

THE BRIDGE
Is delivered at the start of the months of February, April,
June, August, October, and December. Ideally, copy
should be sent by email to The Bridge editor at the 
address shown above, preferably attached as an 
Microsoft Word document. The page set-up (with 10 or
10.5 pt font size) should be defined as an A4 page with
1.5 cm left and right margins. Typed or handwritten
hardcopy is also acceptable. If you are responsible for
village activities, diaries, and schedules, please note
that material received late (after the copy date – see
page 2) may not be included.
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Meon Valley Community Bus Association

OUR NEW MINIBUS, PAID FOR BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT’S COMMUNITY
MINIBUS FUND, CAME INTO SERVICE LAST 

July.
The new Ford diesel minibus, was officially unveiled at the
AGM of the Meon Valley Community Bus Association
(MVCBA) on July 21st 2016 and is now in service on regular
routes to Fareham, Winchester, Waterlooville and Petersfield
and is also available for private hire.
Run entirely by volunteers, the association covers its costs
mainly through the Hampshire County Council travel scheme,
which reimburses the MVCBA when bus passes are used. 
Its remaining income comes from fare paying passengers 
and private hire fees. Last year the bus carried nearly 1200 
passengers on its scheduled trips, it is mostly used for 
shopping, banking and visiting council offices or libraries 
and meeting with friends or family in town.
Summing up the importance of the bus to the local 
community, association chairman Professor David Williams
said: “The real value of this service is that people can continue
living in our remote villages who might not otherwise be able
to do so due to lack of public transport. We are grateful to the
Department of Transport for funding our new bus, which 
secures the future of the community bus service for years to
come.”
Every effort is made to ensure the service meets our 

communities’ needs. A new timetable introduced last year
added a monthly trip to Petersfield and an extra Winchester
run, plus free park and ride facilities at Soberton Village Hall
and Rookesbury Hall make it easier for residents not on the
bus route to take advantage of the service. The MVCBA hopes
to add to these in future. 
See Page 18 for details of those sections of the regular 
timetables that cover The Bridge villages.
Passengers get special help, too, as drivers are usually more
than happy to include request stops or drop passengers close
to their homes. The scheduled service makes a huge difference
to local residents. Anne Cole of Soberton said: “I don’t drive,
so I rely on the minibus to do my weekly shopping in 
Fareham. Without it, I would find it more difficult to live 
independently in Soberton. I’ve used it for years and it’s a real
lifeline. I would be lost without it.”
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ALL THE SUNDAYS IN FEBRUARY ARE 
DEFINED IN TERMS OF TIME BEFORE 
THE START OF LENT, SO SUNDAY 5TH 

February is the 4th Sunday Before Lent. Ash Wednesday
falls on 1st March this year, so all the Sundays in March
are in this ‘penitential’, and reflective season. I write 
‘penitential’ as the theological sense of this word includes
turning afresh to new life as we prepare for Easter.
Lent is now firmly attached to Easter, the principal occasion
for baptism and for the reconciliation of those who 
have fallen by the wayside. So in preparation, Lent is 
about self-examination, repentance, self-denial, study, and 
almsgiving.
Recently, I was moved by the efforts of a retired army 
officer, his son and one of his son’s friends. They walked
the South Downs Way ‘like tramps’ relying on the kindness
of others for food and shelter. Comparative luxury was
sleeping on the floor of Exton Church on a wet, cold 
December night. They did this to raise money and 
awareness for the homeless and ex-service personnel 
suffering from PTSD. Please take a look at the website
www.justgiving.com/teams/likeatramp2016  
I was also impressed by a young fundraiser from Great 
Ormonde Street Hospital, who stood shivering on doorsteps
in freezing rain in January to ask us to give to the hospital
that helps some local children as well as others from far
afield. www.gosh.org  
Most worthwhile things take effort but the subsequent 
reward goes beyond pecuniary return and even praise.  The
effort itself revitalizes our inner selves as well as helping
those we seek to support.
That’s why I have I chosen to write less about by self-denial
or giving something up, and just to write a few words about
denying the self by taking something up for the sake of 
others, like the ‘tramps’.  It does not have to be a great 
physical effort, but it could be something like PRAY;
BAKE;  READ. This is a Diocesan initiative to improve
our connection with local infant and junior schools, helping
our local schools by supporting the staff by offering to:
l Pray for the schools. 
l Bake a cake for the staff each half term. 
l Listen to a student read once a week.
Having three parishes in the benefice, with three separate
PCC’s and officers, we are always seeking new people to
help. 
Could you help:
l Assist in the record keeping of our funds in and out or   

by taking a more detailed look at our funds and 
preparing forecasts and budgets?

l By standing as a churchwarden with a special 
responsibility with the rector for the life of the parish or                    
by joining a PCC?

l  By assisting the editing of The Bridge?
l With some routine administration, or acting as a 

secretary to one of the PCC’s, or maintaining the 
website?

l By singing, supporting social activities or fundraising 
in and around the churches?

There is so much that can be shared, and whatever your gift,
taking up something in Lent may serve others better than
giving something up - it might make us feel better too.
Historically, candidates for baptism were instructed in
Christian faith during Lent, so we invite you to join one of
our Lent discussion groups (details will be posted on our
website: www.bridgechurches.org.uk, published in the
churches, and in the Pew Sheets from the beginning of 
February.
We are looking forward to the Fourth Sunday of Lent
(Laetare or Refreshment Sunday) and the Annunciation –
giving us the roots of Mothering Sunday.  So, do please join
us for a special service at Exton Church at 10:30am on 26th
March when the traditional and the informal meet together,
with young and old celebrating as one.
May God, who from the death of sin raised you to new life
in Christ, keep you from falling and set you in the presence
of his glory. Amen.

Rev. Tony Forrest

From the RECTOR 
Give Up?  
No, Take Up...!

MEON BRIDGE BENEFICE
MOTHERING SUNDAY 

FAMILY SERVICE
(followed by Eucharist) 

Sunday 26th March
Exton Church

10.30am

Something for all ages.  
We warmly invite you to join us.
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Bishop Lovett Memorial Chapel

THIS YEAR, THE WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF
PRAYER WILL BE HELD ON FRIDAY, 3RD
MARCH AT 2.00 PM IN ST ANDREW’S CHURCH,

Meonstoke.
The Christian women of the Philippines have been 
responsible for compiling the service, which is entitled ‘Am
I Being Unfair to You?’ The Philippines are located in the
Pacific Ring of Fire, a major area in the basin of the Pacific
Ocean where a large number of earthquakes and volcanic
eruptions occur.
The Women’s World Day of Prayer began in the mid 1800’s.
It now encircles the world and has become a truly 
international Ecumenical Day of Prayer. The world-wide 
offering of the service begins in Tonga, passes to New
Zealand, then Australia and within twenty-four hours prayers
will be said around the world. As our prayers encircle the
world, so God encircles us with His love.
It is many years since the service was held in Meonstoke;
please come and support us. There is plenty of parking in The
Meon Hall and a mini bus will convey worshippers to St. 
Andrew’s Church from the hall.
The music will be played by the Meon Band and afternoon
tea will be served after the service in the church.

Anne Shotlander

St Mary & All Saints 

will be on
Sunday 12th March

in the 
Droxford Village Hall

following the morning service

Donations at the lunch for 
Bishop Christopher's 

Lent Appeal.

HANDS UP THOSE OF YOU WHO CAN NAME THE
FIRST BISHOP OF PORTSMOUTH?   HOW MANY
OF YOU KNOW HE LIVED IN DROXFORD ON

retiring from being Bishop of Salisbury? Not  many, as it was 70
years ago. So please read on!
70 years ago the south east corner of the church now, known to
many as the Lady Chapel was a dump, with benches on deal 
platforms and joists and a depository for old ledgers. The Bishop
proposed that this area be restored and furnished as a chapel so
that the beautiful stained glass windows, 14th century niche, and
wall memorials could once again be admired.
In March 1952, 3 months after the Bishop's death a faculty was
granted and an appeal launched.  People were very generous. The
altar and reredos, for example, were given by the Talbot 
Ponsonby family in memory of their daughter. By November, the
work had been completed and the Lord Bishop of Portsmouth
The Rt. Revd.Lancelot Fleming dedicated the chapel as the
Bishop Lovett Memorial Chapel.

65 years later the PCC is making a determined effort to refurbish
the chapel. A start has been made and blue upholstered chairs
have replaced the uncomfortable wooden ones. These were 
acquired with part of a grant from the diocese and the donation
of some chairs from a few church members.

In restoring this ancient chapel, we will remember that it is a 
collection of many diverse elements that people of the parish have
incorporated over the last 700 years, which somehow manage to
harmonise with each other to make this a very special part of St
Mary and All Saints.
Roger Bryklesworth, rector from 1377~1390 bequeathed 20 
quarters of barley to “The fabric of the two chancels of our Lady
adjoining the principal chancel on either side”.
We will not be asking you for barley, but would appreciate your
financial and/or practical help for this venture.

E.A.S

THE 
WOMENS’ WORLD 
DAY OF PRAYER LENT

LUNCH
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The 
Droxford 

History Group 

THE GROUP IS NOW IN IT’S SECOND
YEAR WITH AN INTERESTING 
PROGRAMME OF TALKS PLANNED.

The following are the next three events:

30th March 
Droxford Heritage  

A talk by Michael Chandler 

17th May
A walk around Portsmouth's Historic Dockyard. 

Led by Julian Malec  
(Details in the April-May Bridge Magazine)

27th July
The AGM 

Followed by: Leydene House 
A talk by Dr Jill Edmunds

Membership costs £10 per year or £2 per meeting for
non-members. Why not come along. Meetings are held
in the Village Hall at 7.30p.m.

Meon Valley Playreading Group
“It’s like being in a radio play”

Droxford Church Community Hub and Heritage Project
Restoration and interior worksOUR PRIME CONTRACTOR, R J SMITH, HAS

COMPLETED THE SECOND PHASE OF THE
RESTORATION FUNDED BY THE HERITAGE

Lottery Fund and the Friends of Droxford Church (FODC)
which involved the repair of the tower floors, repair of the
eastern walls of the church, and some drainage 
improvements. 
These improvements are less visible than the first phase
(restoring the tower and the south roof) but are no less 
important to the long term sustainability of the church
building.
A contract is in final preparation for the installation of glass
screens in the North Chapel area, which has now been 
partially cleared in readiness. This enclosure will create the
space for a Community Room and Café in the north chapel. 

Heritage
The Heritage group coordinated, by Michael Chandler,

plans to arrange a further public consultation meeting in
late March.  For further information concerning the 
heritage activities please contact Michael Chandler on
01489 878741 or email: mjchand110@gmail.com.
Church Community Hub
Planning continues for the Community Hub extension to
house essential facilities such as . kitchen,  toilets, storage,
and administration.  This is an essential condition of the
Heritage Lottery Fund grant, and has received outline 
approval from the Diocese, Historic England, and SDNPA.
The project is supported by Hampshire County Council,
which has awarded up to £75,000. 

More information is available at: www.bridgechurches.org.uk
and www.friendsofdroxfordchurch.org.uk .

John Symes
Project Management Committee

January 2017

u No lines to learn

u No acting on stage

u No commitment to attend each meeting

uYou don’t need to be the ‘right age’ for
the characters you’re reading (or even     
the same gender!)

Just a fun evening, reading a 
different play at each meeting.
A charge of £3 pays for rent, coffee, etc.

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday each month
at The MEON HALL at 7.30pm

Tuesday 14th February

Tuesday 13th March

For more details please contact: 
Paul or Gerry Hayles on 01489 878589
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DROXFORD
DROP-IN

Everyone is welcome at the

Village Hall ‘Drop In’,

Every Tuesday morning

between 10.30am and noon

Come for a hot drink, biscuits and a chat.
Come for a few minutes or the whole ninety minutes.

A particular welcome is extended 
to the hearing-impaired. 

It is appreciated that acoustics in the Hall make 
hearing difficult, but we do keep background 

noise to a minimum and we have a silent kettle!

Meonstoke Toddler Group
We would like to welcome you to this community
run, stay and play group for babies, toddlers and
pre-schoolers with their parents, grandparents 
or carers.
We have a range of indoor and outdoor toys, craft
activities, musical instruments and more as well as
drinks and snacks for both adults and children!
If you’re new to the area, or not been before, then
why not give it a try? If you have been a few times,
why not join our rota of volunteers to help out on a
Thursday? Even if you don't have pre-school age
children, but some free time, we would be really
pleased to welcome you onto our rota!

Please contact Nicky Clark at
toddlers@nicolabruton.co.uk with any questions.
The Meon Hall, Pound Lane, Meonstoke

Held every other Thursday during term time
from 9.30 to 11.30am
February 2nd & 16th

March 2nd
£2 per family, including refreshments for all.

Please feel free to borrow books (fiction and non-
fiction, thrillers and all other genres), jigsaws and
CD’s and return them when you have finished with
them. There is no charge. 
The library in Meonstoke church is available to
everyone whenever the church is open, which is
from early morning until early evening. Do come
and have a browse in the peaceful surroundings.

Lorna Allured - 01489 877718

Look-in for a chat and refreshment in the
spacious area in Meonstoke Church. You are
very welcome on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday
of each month between 10.00am and midday.

All are welcome – the more the merrier!
February: 1st & 15th
March: 1st & 15th

-IN!

BOOK-OUT!

Meon Valley 
Garden Club
Meon Valley 
Garden Club

Spring Show
on Saturday 25th March 

at 2.00pm

The Meon Hall, Meonstoke

Schedules available on 
Droxford Village Website
(Look under Clubs and Leisure)
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THE GROUND HAS NOT DRIED OUT MUCH IN
RECENT DAYS, SO IF YOU DO VENTURE OUT
TRY TO AVOID TREADING ON THE SOIL TOO

much to prevent soil compaction. Hopefully the few hard
frosts have got rid of many pests, but nevertheless it is 
probably a wise precaution to use a winter wash on fruit
trees and bushes. Check over tools and equipment and get
secateurs and shears sharpened and mowers serviced. Warm
up the soil in the vegetable and salad plot by covering it
with black plastic sheet or membrane for a couple of weeks
before seed sowing. 
VEGETABLES: First outdoor sowings of broad beans,
peas, carrots, parsnips, and early salad crops may be made,
and shallot sets planted. Cover with cloches or fleece to 
provide some protection against frost, mice, and birds.
Early potato tubers should be put in a light frost free place
to sprout before planting. Sow seeds of tomato, cucumber,
peppers, and chillies now for greenhouse cultivation. Try
pre-germinating broad beans in pots or trays before 
planting.
FRUIT: In February, shorten canes of summer fruiting
raspberries to 5 feet before tying them to supporting wires
and cut newly planted canes to about 6 inches high.  Cut
autumn fruiting varieties down to ground level. Prune
gooseberries, white and red currants, cut back half of last
year’s new growth and trim side shoots to about 2 inches.
Remove from black currant bushes all wood 4 years old or
more (these stems will be very dark in colour).  If you have
rhubarb, try forcing some by covering a strong crown with

a large bucket or small bin. Apply mulch of well rotted 
manure around base of fruit trees and bushes.
HERBACEOUS BORDER: Plant roses and hardy lilies;
plant gladioli after mid-march; prune roses and late 
flowering shrubs. Cut down to just above ground level 
dogwoods and willows grown for their coloured stems such
as Cornus alba Sibirica and Salix alba. This should be done
every two years. Do not prune forsythia and other spring
flowering shrubs or spring flowering clematis such as 
Montana, Alpina or Armandii, otherwise there will be no
flowers this year!  Top dress beds and borders with high
potash and phosphate fertiliser to ensure a good flowering
season.
LAWNS: In March re-seed worn areas after first levelling
the ground; repair any damaged edges and aerate the whole
lawn with an aerator or fork.  At the end of the month apply
lawn fertiliser (avoiding newly sown areas) and after a few
days carry out the first spring mow, remembering to set the
mower blades high so that the grass is not cut too short.
IN THE GREENHOUSE: Constantly check over 
wintered plants and cuttings for mildew, fungal attack, and
vine weevil grubs. Early sowings of Antirrhinums, 
Aquilegia, Begonias, Dahlias, Lobelia and Verbena can be
made to ensure an early show of flowers. In late March 
divide Canna lilies and start in pots; start tuberous rooted
begonias and dahlias in trays of slightly damp peat or soil
free compost. Dahlia cuttings can be taken from the new
shoots when they are large enough to handle. If you do not
have a heated greenhouse, sowing tomato seed can be 
delayed until March. They will soon catch up in the 
summer.

John Owen

IN THE 
GARDEN

February 
& March

OUR GARDEN CLUB YEAR FINISHED WITH
SKITTLES AT SOUTHWICK GOLF CLUB.
THE EVENING WAS ENJOYED BY 

everyone who attended.  Even with the refurbished skittle
alley and new balls some members still managed to score
zero in some games!
Thanks to all who helped organise the event, especially
Janet and Lyn who organised the raffle, and to those who
donated prizes.

Our next major event is the Spring Show on Saturday 25th
March at 2.00 pm at the Meon Hall, Meonstoke. The show
is open to members and non-members.  It would be great if
you could find the time to enter, even if only in one class.
There are daffodil, cookery, handicrafts, and children’s
classes to name a few.  The full schedule will be on the
Droxford village web site under Clubs and Leisure nearer
the time and on www.meon-valley-garden-club.co.uk .
If you would like to join the club, please contact our 
membership secretary Phil Butler on 01489 877596 or
philipbutler831@btinternet.com .

Caroline Harris, Secretary

More information at:
www.meon-valley-garden-club.co.uk/index.htm
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2016's 200 Club Prize Draw
Winners of the 2016 prizes:

£300: Sylvia Williams   £150: Richard Thynne
£100: Edward Brayshaw

This year’s 200 Club: 
The £25 prize draws are made on the first Saturday of each
month.   There is a £50 summer prize, and the draw for the
£300, £150, and £100 prizes will take place at this year's
Beetle Drive at the Meon Hall on Saturday 25th November,
mark this in your Diary now! The 200 Club raises money
to help with purchases of new equipment and other 
improvements for The Meon Hall. To join this year’s 200
Club please contact James Morrice either by email: 
jamesmorrice99@gmail.com or phone 01489 877916.
You may win one of the prizes, but also by being a 200
Club member you are helping The Meon Hall committee
to make equipment purchases and general improvements
to our important village asset.  

Wondering what to do..? Badminton..? 
On Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, play badminton at
8.00pm at The Meon Hall, for more details please contact
Liz Clements on 01489 877738.  
Thank you
To Karl Fenton for clearing out all the autumn leaf-fall
from the gutters and to Michelle Kempster for her work
keeping The Meon Hall's car park clear of leaves during
the autumn leaf fall.  

Finally - Are you planning a Family Party?
Can we help you? Why not order those extra tables, chairs,
champagne flutes, wine glasses, china and cutlery for your
entertaining from The Meon Hall.
Contact  Anna Rolfe, the bookings secretary on
meonhallbookings@yahoo.co.uk  

James Morrice

The Meon Hall

REPORT

The History of the
Houses in Corhampton,
Meonstoke and Exton.

THE PREPARATORY WORK FOR THIS HOUSES
PROJECT HAS BEEN COMPLETED. A SMALL
STEERING GROUP HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED,

which comprises:
l Ian Allured (chair)
l Neil Brownlie
l Gill Horn
l Steve Hurdle
l Mike Peagram

The first action is to devise a questionnaire to provide as
much information about each house and its history as 
possible.
The steering group will be asked to complete the 
questionnaires for their houses first, and to identify 
any good practice or any deficiencies. Once these 
questionnaires have been scrutinised and any lessons 
gathered, it is anticipated that the letters and questionnaires
will be delivered to all the houses in  Corhampton, Exton,
and Meonstoke by the end of February. 
The letter will ask the householder to complete the 
questionnaire and to return them to King’s Farm, 
Meonstoke (at the top of the Buck’s Head Hill behind the
Jubilee Tree.)
The overall task of gathering the information and providing
an overview for the villages in the form of an illustrated
digital e-map and some paper maps of the streets. The 
completion date for the work is hard to know, but the aim
will be for it to be by the end of July this year.

Ian Allured

Thank You!

ONCE AGAIN, WE THANK DANNY SMITH
FOR KINDLY DONATING THE CHRISTMAS
TREE FOR DROXFORD CHURCH.

Thank you, also, to Chapelle Chic, The Old Chapel,
Police Station Lane, for providing and erecting the
Christmas tree in Droxford Village Square.
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Meon Valley Active Retirement Association
Regular events for the active in retirement 

Programme February and March 2017 
Exercise Class -
St. Peter’s Church Hall, Bishop’s Waltham.
Every Monday from 10:00 to 11:15am
NB: No class on 20th February
Cost per individual session: members £2.00, non-members £2.50 
Please note there is a waiting list for this class. 
Contact: Chee Price 01489 893140
Ladies’ Pub Lunch - 
Mondays - 6th February and 6th March
Contact Sandy Holden on 01489 892136 by the previous Monday
for venue and to book a place.
Gentlemen’s Pub Lunch - 
The Barleycorn, Bishops Waltham. 
Third Thursday of the month: February 16th and March 16th
12:00 for 12:30pm. 
Contact Richard Davenport for details on 01489 891862. 
IT Learning Classes -  
The Silver Room, Jubilee Hall. Tuesdays
Classes will restart on January 10th subject to demand, and run for
12 sessions for a one off fee, finishing 28th March, cost to be advised. 
Contact: Ian Wynne- Powell on 01329 833254 
Touchtennis - 
Jubilee Hall, Gold Room.
Sessions in the New Year to be advised
Contact: Ann Joyce on 01329 232099

Table Tennis - 
Priory Park Clubhouse, Elizabeth Way, Bishop’s Waltham.
Wednesday afternoons from 2pm to 5pm
Cost per session £3.50 for members, £4.50 for non-members.
Contact: John Moorhouse on 01489 896366
Tai Chi -
Jubilee Hall, Gold Room.  Wednesday mornings. 
There are two sessions: Beginners/less experienced: 9 to 10am. 
Experienced: 10 to 11am. Cost per individual session £4.50 for
members; £5.50 for non-members
Contact: Teri Morley on 01489 895119
New Age Kurling -
Jubilee Hall, Ruby Room.  
Third Thursday of the month: February 16th and March 16th.
Sessions run from 2:30pm to 4:30pm. Cost per individual session:
members £3.00, non-members £3.50. 
Contact: Geoff Matthews on 01489 890434
Spanish Lessons -
Classes held on Friday mornings at The Stables, Free Street,
Bishops Waltham.
N.B. Classes on the February 24th will be held in St. Peter’s
Church Hall
Spanish for Beginners is now full; a new class will start in 
September 2017 subject to demand.  Spanish II sessions run from
10:15 to 11:00am and Spanish III from 11:15 to Noon. 
Cost £3.50 per session.  
Call John Moorhouse on 01489 896366 to discuss.
Scrabble for Fun -
Sessions on Friday afternoons in the small room at The Paterson
Centre, Swanmore (next to the church) from 2 to 4pm. 
Cost £1.50 per session. Please be prompt!  
Contact: Lena Frost on 01489 894828
Theatre/Cinema Visits
Visits are organised throughout the year. Please note the theatre 
visits for winter/early spring are now full and no further bookings
can be taken. 
For information on theatre/cinema visits please contact:
Kay Corke 01489 890727  

www.mvara.btck.co.uk/Activities

Soirées on the Bridge
Concerts in St Andrew’s Church, Meonstoke 

Our next event is:
MESSIAH FROM SCRATCH on Sunday 5th March at 7.00pm 

(Optional Rehearsal 5.45 – 6.30pm) 

Come and enjoy singing this wonderful work! 

EVERYONE welcome 
Please bring a score if you have one, although there are some scores available. (Novello Watkins Shaw edition). 

Entrance is free, with a retiring collection, in aid of St Andrew's Church. 
Refreshments will be served, which will include a glass of wine. 

If you would like to sing please ring Lorna (877718) or Cathy (877804) or just turn up on the day. 
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DROXFORD VILLAGE HALL NEWS

WINTER THUS FAR HAS YIELDED THE
NOW FAMILIAR MIX OF DIVERSE
WEATHER CONDITIONS, SOME VERY 

seasonal, others not so. We have had to accustom ourselves
to bright frosty mornings and sun-filled days – would that
they might be constant – followed by foggy, dank and
dreary days.  The grass has grown, but is far too wet to cut,
and the birds are lively, anticipating their nesting period in
the coming months.
We on the committee are anticipating the Quiz Night on
Saturday, 4th February.  It is difficult to recall just how
many of these have filled the hall to capacity each year.  Our
successful format remains the same: teams of six per table;
a halfway point, when a chilli supper will be served (veggie
option available); then follows the nail-biting second half
when teams become really competitive. Of course, we
know that win or lose, the importance of the evening is to
have fun and enjoy ourselves. Just where does the 
quizmaster find all those testing questions?  There will be
a raffle, and beer and wine and soft drinks will be available
at the bar.
Looking backwards now, we can report on three very 
successful events over the winter.
Our Christmas market was once more a most successful 
affair. The stallholders offered a huge array of Christmas
items, along with many items perfect for Christmas giving.
Hot soup, hot drinks, and mince pies sustained everyone,
visitors and stallholders alike. Whilst many hands made
light work, and we are indebted to many for their 
contribution, a special thank you must go to Louise Withers
for co-ordinating the event.
Carols in the Square also drew in the crowds.  Luckily it
was a fine evening, and as well as the hot mulled wine and
mince pies, there were braziers to keep people warm as they
sang.  This is a Droxford tradition going back many years,
and it is evident that communal carol singing appeals to
many people.
A new venture into theatre-land took place in the hall on
Wednesday, 4th  January, when the combined talents of
Bumblefly Theatre and the Forest Forge Theatre Company
came to perform a  family pantomime, The Elves and the
Shoemaker.  Who would have thought that three players
could so ably transform themselves into so many characters
from panto-land, combining this so very cleverly with the

main story.  Yes, that is exactly what happened, much to
the delight of the assembled audience.  The cubs and 
several other children were there along with a good number
of adults, to enjoy the traditional and novel ideas of 
pantomime.  We shall hope to offer next year’s production
from these talented groups.
Looking forward, there will be films in February, March
and April.
The December 200 Club winner was Tony Williams.

Jackie Hibbert Secretary

Forthcoming Events at 
Droxford Village Hall
Saturday 4th February

QUIZ NIGHT
John Martin will be our inimitable Quizmaster

at 7.30pm
Tickets - £10 (to include supper)

Teams of 6
Licensed bar, Real ale!

Wednesday 22nd February

The Girl on a Train
A film Rated 15

A divorcee becomes entangled in a missing persons investigation 
that promises to send shockwaves throughout her life.

Starring Emily Blunt and Justin Theroux.

at 7.30pm (Doors open at 7.00pm)
Tickets - £5

Refreshments available, Licensed bar

Wednesday 29th March

A Streetcat Named Bob
A film Rated 12a

Based on the international bestseller. The true feel-good story of how
James Bowen, a busker and recovering drug addict, had his life

transformed when he met a stray ginger cat.
Starring Luke Treadaway and Joanne Froggatt

at 7.30pm (Doors open at 7.00pm)
Tickets - £5

Refreshments available, Licensed bar
TICKETS FOR ALL EVENTS FROM THE POST OFFICE

The Bridge Feb/March 2017 issue _Layout 1  19/01/2017  17:07  Page 10



The Bridge ~ February - March 2017

11

The Meon Valley - Our Digital Future & 
Plans for Superfast Broadband
Film of the community meeting held in November 2016
Peter O’Sullivan from Meonstoke (TPeterOSullivan@hotmail.com)

IN THE LAST ISSUE OF THE BRIDGE I REPORTED
ON THE COMMUNITY MEETING HELD IN 
NOVEMBER 2016. REMEMBER TO EXPRESS

your interest in the fast broadband solutions explained in
that article:
l TEK185 (Droxford) wireless broadband solution  

Email: meonvalley@tek185.com
l    Hampshire BDUK fibre-to-the-cabinet solution 

Website: www.hampshiresuperfastbroadband.com
FILM OF THE MEETING
We have now produced a film made at the meeting to make
available to those who were unable to participate (and to
remind those who did) what we learned, and gained, at the
meeting.
CONTENT – AVAILABLE AS SEPARATE VIDEOS
IN A YOUTUBE PLAYLIST AT goo.gl/uvb5qf 
(If you are reading an online version of this, click, or copy
and paste, this abridged YouTube address; or type it into
your browser)
SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION
County Councillor Roger Huxstep (Meon Valley Division)
and Peter O’Sullivan (Meeting Organiser)
We welcome and introduce community representatives,
guests and speakers; and set out the history, context and
agenda/aspiration for the meeting. 
SECTION 2 - OUR EXPERIENCE - ALL TALK NO
ACTION
Steve Clark & Mike Peagram (Meonstoke residents and
business owner), representing our community, residents
and businesses. Steve and Mike tell the story of the last
four/five years of the promises and non-delivery from
Hampshire BDUK (the Hampshire County Council/BT
programme for superfast broadband)
SECTION 3 - THE HAMPSHIRE/BT SUPERFAST
BROADBAND PLAN
Glen Peacey & Grant Munn (Programme leads for 
Hampshire County Council and BT) present, and take
questions on, the plans and timescales for the rollout of 
superfast broadband to the villages served by the Droxford
Telephone Exchange - Droxford, Meonstoke, Corhampton,
Exton, and Soberton.
They are joined by Stacey King, BT’s Southern Region
Partnership Executive.
SECTION 4 - MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER
Nick Fletcher (Droxford Parish Council, on behalf of our

communities), Rob Humby (Hampshire & Winchester
Councillor) and Stacey King (BT) set out their aspiration
and commitment to working together and improving 
communications. 
SECTION 5 - OUR DIGITAL FUTURE
We were privileged to gain insights (captured in this video)
into alternative solutions for, and opportunities offered by,
superfast broadband from guest speakers
l   Rob Kirwan, Director of IT Direct; experienced in 

delivering rural broadband solutions 
l  Stuart Fenton, Hampshire County’s digital sector 

business growth manager
l  Chris Cooper, Chair of the Digital South Action

Group
l  Robert Mocatta, South Downs National Park 

Authority member, closes the meeting with thoughts   
on the future and way forward.

FULL VIDEO – Containing all the above content.
THE FILM - Was produced with grant funding from
county councillor Roger Huxstep and with funding from
our community. The funding was used to commission
Focus Business Communications (FocusBiz) (who also
provided additional pro-bono services) to produce the film.

The Royal British Legion 
POPPY APPEAL 2016

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION’S 2016 HOUSE-
TO-HOUSE COLLECTION RAISED £3086.82.
ADDED TO THIS, THE MONEY RAISED 

from schools, local businesses, church services, wreaths
and CAF donations resulted in a total of £5163.11.  A very
good result!
On behalf of the Royal British Legion I would like to
thank everyone who dedicated their time and effort to
make this happen, including the collection organisers and
all the house-to-house collectors.   I would also like to say
a special thank you to Tony Williams, Droxford Station
who generously donated the proceeds from the sale of
pumpkins.

Susie Fletcher
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AT OUR BRANCH MEETING ON MONDAY,
9TH JANUARY, RADM CHRIS PARRY 
ENTERTAINED US WITH HIS VIEWS OF

United Kingdom’s future security prospects. Illustrating
how ‘barking’ claims he’d made 10 years ago have since
been vindicated, he regaled his audience with a humorous,
fascinating and, at times, frightening glimpse into our 
future. Armageddon? No but climate and demographic
changes and a 3 billion rise in world population, together
with enormous pressures on energy, food, water, and 
mineral resources will cause imbalance and challenge 
future generations. Technological advances, particularly in
computing and electromagnetic science will also create
fresh threats to our security and prosperity.  
The next RBL meeting will be on Monday 13th March

www.droxfordweb.co.uk

The Royal British Legion
Droxford & District Branch

75 years ago....

ON 26TH MARCH 1942, OPERATION 
CHARIOT WAS LAUNCHED TO DESTROY
THE NORMANDIE DOCK AT ST NAZAIRE

in German occupied France. This was the only dry dock on
the Atlantic coast large enough to accommodate the 
battleship Tirpitz. The assault force comprised 346 Royal
Navy sailors and 265 British Army Commandos in 
an obsolete destroyer, HMS Campbeltown (ex-USS
Buchanan) and 18 assorted motor launches (ML’s), 
torpedo and gun boats (MTB’s and MGB’s). The assault
was preceded by a raid by RAF Bomber Command.  
Having penetrated the Loire Estuary undetected but now
under heavy enemy fire, Campbeltown rammed the dock
gates at 01.34am on 28th March.  

when Lt Col Alan McComb, OBE, Royal Signals from the
Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (DSTL) will
address future developments in the British Army.  Entitled
“Whizzes, bangs and whispers”, the talk will commence at
1900 in Droxford Village Hall and, as usual, non-members
will be welcome to attend.
The RBL Droxford & District Branch is always looking
for new members, both Service and civilian, to help
keep remembrance alive and support our Servicemen
and women, veterans and their families. For more 
information or to join us, please contact the Secretary:
Cdr Rob Scott RN at robmunroscott@aol.com or 01489
877800.

Meanwhile, commandos had been landed to destroy key
installations and act as a diversion.  Campbeltown, her
bows packed with 4½ tons of delayed action high 
explosive, eventually exploded at noon, killing 40 curious
Germans who had boarded the ship and destroying the
dock.  169 Britons and 360 Germans were killed, and 215
Britons captured.  223 men returned to Britain in the 
surviving MLs and 5 overland via Spain. Of 89 decorations
awarded, 5 Victoria Crosses were won: by Cdr. Robert
Ryder RN and Lt Col. Charles Newman, commanding the
naval and land forces; Lt Cdr. ‘Sam’ Beattie RN the captain
of HMS Campbeltown and, posthumously, by Sgt. Tommy
Durrant and AB Bill Savage.   
Operation Chariot, often described as “the greatest raid of
all”, was a huge boost to British morale at a dark time of
the war and the Tirpitz and other heavy German 
surface units were denied a base from which to threaten
Allied Atlantic convoys.
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EARLIER THIS YEAR, WE TURNED OUR 
CHILDREN INTO HUMAN BATTERIES!  
PARENT JOHN PARKER CAME IN TO SPEND

the day teaching fun and engaging hands-on workshops to
all of years 3 and 4 on electricity.  Throughout the day, our
children learned all about how jet engines are powered,
made batteries out of lemons and even calculated how
many lemons it would take to fuel a jet.  All the children
thoroughly enjoyed this real-life science experience and as
a result, we may have some aspiring engineers among us. 
One child said:
"The best bit was when he turned us into human batteries.
I got to hold the voltmeter. It was cool."
A great day was had by all and we are keen for John to
come back soon. As he left, he did mention something about
measuring the speed of light with just a bar of chocolate
and a microwave so watch this space…!

'Bake Off' comes to Droxford
As part of their Design Technology topic, the Years 3 and
4 children had an amazing 'bread day'.  The day began with
them learning the process of making bread before they went
on to knead their own dough.  As the bread was proving,
the children looked at different types of bread from around
the world before designing the shape of their own loaf.
Whilst waiting for their bread to cook, the children wrote
some high quality instructions for making bread. The day
was rounded off with a visit by Paul Hollywood and Mary
Berry (who looked suspiciously like Mr Banham and Miss
Jacobs!)  The children learned a lot about bread making
and, hopefully, we have inspired some budding bakers in
the process.
If you are interested in visiting our school, especially as we

have five places in Year 4 available, contact our school  
office on 01489 877537.

Sarah Jacobs 
Deputy Head Teacher

It’s Electrifying!

Children making batter-

A proud baker shows off her prize-winning bread
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BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE VALLEY 
PRESCHOOL ARE TWO VERY DEDICATED
COMMITTEES FIRSTLY THE MANAGEMENT

committee  and secondly the fundraising team. The 
management  committee oversees the running of the 
preschool, whilst the fundraising team work tirelessly to
promote the preschool and help us to raise funds for toys,
equipment, and occasionally rather larger projects.
This year, the fundraising team, led by our very own
Lynette Davis, are putting together a programme of events
to raise money for our preschool garden.
During the autumn and winter months  the garden had been
getting extremely water logged, and although the children
thoroughly enjoy splashing in the pools of muddy water, it
has had a rather damaging effect on the surface.  As parts
of the garden are very muddy, and slippery, the fundraising
committee are putting all their efforts into raising money
to rectify the problem, sort out drainage, and re-surface the
damaged area. 
With the spring rapidly approaching, we are hoping to
make better use of the preschool garden, and restore it to
its former glory; enabling us to enjoy the wonderfully rich,
multisensory environment. The garden offers experiences
not available indoors and, for some, it provides many more
ways of involving them in play and learning.  The outdoors
offers some of the things young children need for learning,
such as room for movement and ample opportunities for
hands-on activities.  It is also a vital element in encouraging
a physically active lifestyle, as well as supporting healthy
eating, through our annual food growing projects, which

are overseen by our fantastic gardening ladies, Liz and
Jenny.
Please keep your eyes peeled for the forthcoming events:

l The Valley Preschool Easter Eggstravaganza – 
Friday 7th April 2017

l   Droxford Country Fair –
Saturday 3rd June

l   The Valley Preschool Fashion Show – 
Date to be confirmed

For more  information please contact The Valley Preschool
on 01489 878019

Sarah Winter-Page 
Preschool Supervisor 

Fundraising Team 

THE SPRING TERM IS WELL UNDER WAY AT 
MEONSTOKE INFANT SCHOOL AND DESPITE
THE DAMP AND CHILLY WEATHER THE 

children seem as enthusiastic as ever to come to school.  
The excitement of Christmas already seems a long time ago
but we certainly haven’t forgotten the Friends of Meonstoke
School annual Christmas Fair that was held on the 3rd 
December.  The festive spirit was in full swing at the Meon
Hall that day and the attendance of Father Christmas himself
certainly added to the fun.  The halls were packed with local
crafts and produce, games aplenty, and yuletide refreshments
and we enjoyed welcoming everyone who came along.  

We also have not forgotten all those who contributed to the
fair’s success - a huge thank you to the organisers, helpers,
stall holders and – of course – to all those who attended and
gave so generously.  We raised a fantastic £2,500 for the
school which will help to fund school trips, visiting 
workshops, new equipment and much, much more.
The new term promises to be as enjoyable as the last. The
FOMS School Disco is always a great way to brighten a dull
winter and we are busy planning our 2017 calendar so watch
this space. 
For more information about our future fundraising events,
useful school information and all our news you can follow
us on our Facebook page – just search for FOMS Meonstoke.

The FOMS Committee 

FRIENDS OF MEONSTOKE SCHOOL

Easter Eggstravaganza 2016
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AHAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR TO ALL
READERS, WE HOPE SINCERELY THAT YOU
WERE ABLE TO SPEND THE CELEBRATION

with family and friends.  Now January has commenced and
each day we can feel that Spring is only just around the 
corner.  Bulbs are breaking through with their fresh green
tips in the garden, the birds are singing in the trees and  a
fresh start is being made all over the country. However, if
you are caring for a loved one living with dementia, the 
outlook can seem less positive. Day in, day out, through
the night, the immense caring role continues and becomes
more and more difficult as time proceeds. At times like this,
it has to be hoped that family and friends will still be 
reliable and loving. However, this is not always the case
and sadly the carer of a loved one who is living with 
dementia, can feel isolated and very lonely.                                     
As a Group, we are determined to do our utmost to reach
out to  many of these people in the Meon Valley Area and
bring them into our Group allowing them to relax whilst
their cared for are being looked after by the Volunteers,
who have so much knowledge of people living with 
dementia.  Talking to a person in a similar situation as
themselves can relieve their careworn bodies and minds.
Within the Group, friendships are formed over a cup of tea
and biscuit – always very popular towards the end of the
Meeting. 
The new programme is ready and is being distributed to 
members.  If you have not already received a copy or wish
to learn more about the Meon Valley Carers Group, please
contact us via the details below.  We meet on the second
Tuesday of the month for a Pub Lunch at The Forge, 
Shedfield and on the fourth Tuesday of the month at the
Paterson Centre, Swanmore, for a Group Meeting, where
there is always an opportunity for Carers to voice their 
concerns to one of the Volunteers.   For those unable to
transport themselves, the Meon Valley Lions Club 
generously provide their minibus to collect members and
their cared for to go to the Meetings and return them safely
to their homes afterwards.

Promoting a positive way 
of living with dementia

MEON VALLEY CARERS 
GROUP NEWS

February and March Programme

Tuesday 14 February
Pub Lunch 

The Old Forge, Shedfield - 12 noon

Tuesday 28 February
Oakhouse Food Demonstration

Cared For – Art
The Paterson Centre, Swanmore - 2pm 

Tuesday 14 March
Pub Lunch 

The Old Forge, Shedfield - 12 noon

Tuesday 28 March
Bon Marche Clothes Presentation
Cared For - Easter Bonnet Making 

The Paterson Centre, Swanmore - 2pm 

Please remember if you are Caring for a loved one
who is living with dementia, join us at the Meon 
Valley Carers Group where you will find friendship, 
information and a  time for relaxation.

Telephone: 01489 895444 (Answerphone)
Office Hours: Mon. 09.30am – 1.30pm 

Sir John Franklin 
and the North West Passage

An illustrated lecture by Kit Power 

on Wednesday 22nd  March
at 6.00 for 6.30pm 

in The Meon Hall, Meonstoke

Tickets at £12.50
in aid of the St George Foundation 
(homeless children in Sierra Leone)

Please apply to:
St George Foundation

Haze Lea, Hill Pound, Swanmore  SO32 2UN
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DECEMBER WAS A HECTIC PERIOD FOR THE
LIONS.  MOST EVENINGS SAW US OUT
FUNDRAISING WITH OUR SANTA CLAUS

trips through the local villages, an effort that raised a total
£4175.85!  Thank you to everyone who supported us again.
At the same time, we were actively distributing support and
charity to those in need at Christmas.  We donated £300 to
the Bishop’s Waltham Foodbank and funded ten Christmas
Hampers for distribution by the local charity Homestart
Meon Valley, an organisation we work with very closely
throughout the year.  This fantastic voluntary group, based
in Wickham Community Centre, provides local support
services for families whose members are, for whatever 
reason, going through tough times financially or 
emotionally. 
Lion Sheila Campbell has a close relationship with 
Homestart and purchased the groceries included in the
hampers from a local Sainsbury’s. Not only did the 
supermarket discount the foodstuffs, but also added ten tins
of chocolate sweets free of charge, which was a great 
gesture that was really appreciated.  Sheila had the pleasure
of delivering two of the hampers personally and on wishing
the recipient “A happy Christmas”, was delighted to get the
response, “It will be now!”
In November, Meon Valley Lions members had attended
the Toy Service at Swanmore Methodist Church and 
received several boxes of toys for distribution to children
who may not normally enjoy the gifts and presents that
many children come to expect at Christmas time.  We again
worked with local charity organisations to find places for
these toys and put a smile on a few young faces. Our thanks
go to Mavis Daniels and all those at the Methodist Church

for their generosity and support again this year.
One of the donations we received in the autumn, was a
beautiful, hand-made dolls’ house.  We have been searching
ever since for a local family in need, who would appreciate
this wonderful toy and were unable to place it in time for
Christmas. It comes complete with furniture and would
surely make some deserving child very happy – can you
help us find a home of it?  Use the contact-us page on the
Meon Valley Lions’ website and we will do the rest.

At the tail-end of January, the Lions embark on one of their
more challenging activities in the fund-raising calendar,
when we descend on Weston Shore, near Netley, for the 
annual Ford Charity Fishing Festival.  The weather can be
interesting at this time of year, ranging from sub-zero 
temperatures to horizontal rain off the Solent!  The fishing
competition is now in its 42nd year and it has become a 
tradition that the monies raised from the event are donated
to The Naomi House and Jack's Place children's hospice
charity in Winchester.  If we’ve thawed out, we’ll provide
a full report in our next news article.

A bit of seasonal 
Give-and-Take

Food Hampers

Dolls House
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Winchester District a Great Place to Live:ON 13TH MARCH 2016 WINCHESTER WAS
NAMED THE BEST PLACE TO LIVE IN
GREAT BRITAIN BY THE SUNDAY TIMES

poll.  As well as factors around housing, health and 
employment, the article referenced the vibrant culture of
the district, with its busy festival and events calendar and
high standard of quality food and drink and local heritage
and leisure opportunities.
On 17th December 2016 the ‘Best place to Live in Britain’
accolade was reiterated in a new survey conducted by 
Halifax, citing Winchester as having the "the number one
local authority for best quality of life". As well as the 
outdoor spaces,  community spirit, and the good health and
sound average income of the residents, the article headlined
the presence of "the largest farmers" market in the UK; one
of Europe's grandest cathedrals; and dozens of up-market
shops and restaurants’.
On 19th December The Daily Telegraph followed up their
coverage about the above announcement with a feature 
article named "10 reasons why Winchester is Britain’s Best
Place to Live". 
The reasons cited were:
1.   Ancient treasures
2.   Good architecture 
3.  Easy to reach
4.   Unique shops
5.   Creative inspiration 
6.   St. Cross Hospital (Keats Walk) 
7.   Jane Austen
8.   Great places to stay 
9.   Thriving foodie scene 
10. Wonderful walks
In addition, we are also very pleased to say that the City
Council has yet again improved its score in the 
comprehensive and independent Best Companies to Work
For survey, which provides staff with an opportunity to give
detailed independent feedback on their employer.  
Winchester District is a great place to live and work. The
city council, its staff, its elected members and parish 
councils, do their bit alongside many others to achieve these
results and we are proud of those efforts.
Leisure Centre on Track for Bar End:
WCC is launching a support scheme to offer advice for 
people affected by the new housing benefit cap.  Working
with colleagues in the housing department and partners at
Citizen’s Advice and Job Centre Plus, the council’s Benefits
and Welfare team will provide advice on debt, money 
management, and access into work.  The support scheme,
called Make Money Work, was launched on 24th October
to coincide with the next phase of the housing benefit cap
which came into force on 7th November 2016.

Open Market Shared Ownership scheme for 
Winchester District  :
The city council is exploring a pilot Open Market Shared
Ownership (OMSO) scheme.  This is a new scheme offered
to local authorities where councils can own a share of a 
private property with a household purchasing the rest of the
property. This split is down to local determination but a
70:30 (purchaser/Council) split would be the broad 
expectation.
How the scheme could work:
The OMSO scheme works through the council owning the
whole property with the purchaser having a charge of up to
70% of the property.  The purchaser would be able to buy
any property in the district up to a maximum value set out
by the council.  The purchaser would likely be required to
provide a 10% deposit, with a mortgage on 90% of their
share (so a deposit of 7% of the house value and a mortgage
for 63%). The Council would effectively own the remaining
30% of the property and it is proposed would charge a rent
to the purchaser on this element to cover the costs of 
borrowing.    
Funding Available to Support Rural Projects:
Farmers, foresters, growers, rural businesses and rural 
communities can now bid for a share of a £1.6million fund
across the South East Hampshire area.  Grants are available
for projects that meet the aims of Fieldfare’s Local 
Development Strategy. The Fieldfare LEADER programme
is a community-led partnership that works closely with
Winchester, Eastleigh, East Hampshire and Havant 
Councils and the South Downs National Park Authority.
Further details about Fieldfare LEADER can be found at
www.fieldfareleader.org.uk  or by contacting Ken Brown,
programme manager, on 01962 848 588 or email:
kbrown@winchester.gov.uk .

Vicki Weston Tel: 01329 835161 
Email: vweston@winchester.gov.uk

YOUR COUNCILLORS

lgemmell@winchester.gov.uk
fpearson@winchester.gov.uk 
vweston@winchester.gov.uk  
lruffell@winchester.gov.uk 
athacker@winchester.gov.uk

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN
(CENTRAL MEON VALLEY)
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Fares (all destinations): Adult: £5.00 return.
Children Under 16: ½ fare: Under 5’s - Free
All concessionary bus passes accepted
For private hire please call Richard Blackburn: Tel: 877391
Mondays to FAREHAM
09:40  Meonstoke PO & Stores
09:42  Meonstoke, Pound Cottages
09:45  Meonstoke Triangle
09:50  Droxford Square (PARK & RIDE)
09:54  Brockbridge, The Hurdles PH
Wednesdays to FAREHAM
09:40  Meonstoke PO & Stores
09:42  Meonstoke, Pound Cottages
09:45  Meonstoke Triangle
09:50  Droxford Square (PARK & RIDE)
09:54  Brockbridge, The Hurdles PH
Thursdays to FAREHAM
09:37  Exton, The Shoe PH
09:40  Meonstoke PO & Stores
09:42  Meonstoke, Pound Cottages
09:45  Meonstoke, Oxendown
09:49  Brockbridge, The Hurdles PH
Note: All Fareham trips return from:
12:30  Sainsbury’s, Fareham
12:35  Fareham Library
1st & 3rd Friday of each month to WINCHESTER
09:03  Brockbridge, The Hurdles PH
09:07  Droxford Square (PARK & RIDE)
09:12  Meonstoke Triangle
09:14  Meonstoke Pound Cottages
09:17  Meonstoke PO & Stores
09:19  Exton, The Shoe PH
Return from:
11:55  River Park Leisure Centre
12:00  Winchester Broadway
2nd Friday each month to WATERLOOVILLE
09:37  Exton, The Shoe PH
09:40  Meonstoke PO & Stores
09:42  Meonstoke, Pound Cottages
09:45  Meonstoke Triangle
09:50  Droxford Square (PARK & RIDE)
09:54  Brockbridge, The Hurdles PH
Return from:
12:30  Waterlooville Sainsbury’s
12:35  Waterlooville Waitrose
4th Friday each Month to PETERSFIELD
09:03  Brockbridge, The Hurdles PH
09:07  Droxford Square (PARK and RIDE)
09:12  Meonstoke Triangle
09:14  Meonstoke Pound Cottages
09:17  Meonstoke PO & Stores
09:21  Exton The Shoe PH
Return from:
12:00  Waitrose, Petersfield

Meon Valley Community Bus Association

Timetables for 2017

We have bloomed.......
Our community choir for the Meon Valley is
now over a year old and we regularly have 40 
enthusiastic ‘locals’ of all ages and levels of 
experience singing their hearts out in Droxford
Village Hall on the 2nd and 3rd Wednesday of
each month at 7.30pm. (but check the district
diary for variations) 
For information about joining, please go to our
website at www.singandtonic.org.uk and fill in
a contact form.

Singing
for Fun

Come and sing your favourite 
songs and learn some new ones.  

No talent required.
The Stables, Maypole Green, 

Free Street, Bishop’s Waltham SO32 1PW

Next Meetings: 
February 3rd & 17th
March 3rd & 17th

Ages 40’s to 90’s, people with disabilities
especially welcome.

Cost: £1.00 a session 
includes refreshments

Further information from Annabel 
on 01489 877130 or 07732 329792.  

or – just turn up!
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The Meon Valley

DOES 2016 ALREADY SEEM A LONG TIME
AGO? TO REMIND YOU, AT OUR ONE 
MEETING IN DECEMBER, WE WERE 

entertained by a talk on the history of Westbury Manor in
Fareham, when it was built and who by and the subsequent
owners and extensions. The threat of demolition and the
eventual happy outcome of the public purchase for 
conversion into a museum devoted mainly to ‘the history 
of Fareham’. Many members seemed to know the building
well and were interested to learn more of it’s history and
to contribute their own knowledge and experience of it.
(Note: The museum is currently closed for several months
for refurbishment.) After the talk the Christmas season was
socially celebrated with a choice of three large and 
delicious Christmas cakes made by one of our members.
Thank you Christine. Reports on the January meetings will
appear in the next issue. Details of the February and March
meetings are given below. The first three of the four are by
U3A members. As usual they will be at:

Wickham Centre, Mill Lane 
on Tuesdays at 2.00pm

7th February
Theatres: Tudor and Stuart 

a talk by Kay Corke

21st February
Power from the Atom
a talk by Mike Hollis

7th March
A History of London
a talk by Alan Inder

21st March
The Polio Story
by Tim Mason

Members free. Guests/visitors are welcome - £2 per talk.
The other important part of our activities, the small and 
special interest groups continue. Most meet monthly in 
members’ homes, so there are inevitably limits to numbers
that can be accepted. Current groups include Geology, 
Egyptology, Reading, Poetry, Visual Arts appreciation, 
Classical Music appreciation, Bridge, Scrabble and Strolling.

Enquiries to - Julia Field, Tel. 01489 891353  
Website: www.u3asites.org.uk/meon-valley

OUR LONG-AWAITED TENNIS COURT AT
MEONSTOKE RECREATION GROUND IS
NOW COMPLETED AND WE ARE READY TO

play.  The court is a wonderful addition to the recreation
ground, and is sited at the far corner of the ground with
easy access for all.
The tennis court  was officially opened on 4th December,
with mulled wine and mince pies for local residents from
Corhampton, Meonstoke, Exton and Droxford.  
The Meonstoke Tennis Club is a new, not for profit club,
and we welcome anyone who lives in our local Meon 
Valley villages.  If  you or your family are keen on tennis,
or wish to learn, why not consider taking out membership?
Apart from the social aspects of the game, there are 
enormous health benefits to playing a game of tennis, and
it is a great game that all the family can get into.  There are
no age restrictions, and the Club is particularly keen to 
encourage younger members to play. We are hoping to
arrange tennis lessons, including Mini Tennis for the Under
8s and family-friendly sessions for Members.
To provide the ongoing costs of the court, yet hopefully be
affordable to all our residents, the subscription will be £25
per family per year.  There is also a ‘one-off’ payment of
£10 for a key to the court.
For details of how to join us, go to our website at 
www.meonstoketennisclub.com where membership and
booking forms are available.

Welcome to 
Meonstoke Tennis Club
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POST OFFICES
Droxford – High Street 878811
Meonstoke – Allens Lane, Corhampton 877374

STORES
Droxford Stores, High Street 878811
The Village Stores, Allens Lane,Corhampton 877374
Meringtons Stores, Garrison Hill, Droxford 878043
Droxford Antiques, High Street, Droxford 878800

PUBLIC HOUSES
The Baker’s Arms, Droxford 877533
The Bucks Head, Meonstoke 877313
The Hurdles, Droxford 877451
The Shoe, Exton 877526
The White Horse, Droxford 877490

GARAGES
Meringtons , Droxford 877431
Taylors Garage Ltd, Droxford 877433

SCHOOLS
Droxford Junior School, Secretary 877537
Meonstoke School, Secretary 877568
Valley Pre-school 878019
Swanmore College of Technology 892256

LIBRARY (Bishop’s Waltham)
Free Street, Bishops Waltham 0300 555 1387

CITIZEN’S ADVICE BUREAU (Bishop’s Waltham)
Well House, 2 Brook Street 03444 111306

CAB email: bishopswaltham@cabnet.org.uk

PARISH COUNCILS
Corhampton & Meonstoke. Clerk: Mrs R Hoile 07720 092072

Website: www.candm-pc.gov.uk
Droxford. Clerk: Mrs R Hoile 07720 092072

Website: www.droxfordweb.co.uk
Exton Parish Meeting:
Honorary Secretary: Position vacant –

WINCHESTER CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
email: lgemmell@winchester.gov.uk
email: fpearson@winchester.gov.uk 
email: vweston@winchester.gov.uk  

email: lruffell@winchester.gov.uk 
email: athacker@winchester.gov.uk

DROXFORD VILLAGE HALL
Bookings: Mrs Terry Crowfoot 877631

THE MEON HALL, MEONSTOKE
Bookings: Mrs Anna Rolfe by 

email: meonhallbookings@yahoo.co.uk or by phone at 878284
Go to www.candm-pc.gov.uk/the-meon-hall for details of 
charges and general information

LOCAL SURGERIES
Droxford 877588

Wickham 01329 833121
West Meon 01730 829666

COMMUNITY CARE TRANSPORT COORDINATORS:
(Please ring only between 9.0 am and 6.00 pm)

Droxford: 07977 096586
Exton, Meonstoke & Corhampton: 07795 928065

DROXFORD VILLAGE COMMUNITY WEBSITE:
www.droxfordweb.co.uk

for more information on local events and activities

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL SERVICES
Adult Services 0845 603 5630

Children’s Services 0845 603 5620
The above numbers are open Mon. to Thurs. 8.30am - 4.30pm

The out-of-hours number is 0845 600 4555

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
If you see anything suspicious that requires immediate police
attendance, ring the emergency number 999. If it is important 
to report it, but not urgent, ring 101.

Corhampton & Meonstoke
Ian Gilchrist (chairman) 877238
Rectory Lane Norah Burrage 878708
High Street Janet Dobby 878657
Bucks Head Hill Carol Jones 878560
Oxendown Ian Gilchrist 877238
Warnford Road Mike Camp 877180
Corhampton Lane Charles Hall 877506
Pound Lane, West Jenny Creese 877219
Pound Lane, East Linda Foot 877763
Chapel Road & Fry’s Lane 

Charlie Fullegar 07876 524457
New Road Jenny Liardet 877583
Allen’s Lane and St Andrew’s Green

Leslie Daysh 877327
Stocks Lane (To be decided)
Brockbridge Road Frances Keppel 878774
Millside Phil Butler 877596

Droxford Gordon Hope 877751

Exton Joan Starkie 878698

POLICE (non-emergency calls) 101

NHS 111 (for fast help but not 999 emergency) Call 111
For help on community safety and to report
anti-social behaviour, etc, Ring 101

SOME LOCAL SERVICES & USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WILLIAMS COLLINS CHARITY
Can we help you? Our charity was set up to assist

children and students from The Bridge parishes
requiring financial help for educational purposes

including residential school trips, books, and travel.
Call one of our trustees in confidence to request a form:

Corhampton: Monika Thwaites, 877939
Droxford: Ann Symes, 877643 & Julia Keitley, 877414

Exton: Diana Arthur, 877390
Meonstoke: Sian Holiday, 07966 487762

The trustees will meet next on the 
17th March & 19th Oct 2017 to make awards. 

Please send in your applications before this date.
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Wed. 1 Morning prayer, Meonstoke 8.30am
Thu. 2 Look-in for coffee and chat, 10.00–12.00

St Andrew’s Church, Meonstoke
Fri. 3 Singing for Fun, The Stables, B/Waltham 2.00pm
Sat. 4 Quiz Night, Droxford Village Hall 7.30pm 

Sunday 4  - Four Before Lent

Tue. 7 Drop-in coffee morning, Droxford VH 10.30–12.00
U3A: Theatres: Tudor and Stuart 2.00pm
a talk by Kay Corke, The Wickham Centre

Wed. 8 Morning prayer, Meonstoke 8.30am
MV Garden Club: Carnivorous plants 7.30pm
in the Droxford Village Hall

Thu. 9 Holy Communion, Droxford 10.00am

Sunday 12 - Three Before Lent (Septuagesima)

Tue. 14 Drop-in coffee morning, Droxford VH 10.30–12.00
MVDFAS: Talk: Historical use of wallpaper 10.40am
a talk in The Meon Hall
Play-reading Group: The Meon Hall 7.30pm

Wed. 15 Morning Prayer, Meonstoke 8.30am
Look-in for coffee and chat, 10.00–12.00
St Andrew’s Church, Meonstoke
Sing and Tonic, Droxford Village Hall 7.30pm

Thu. 16 Holy Communion, Droxford 10.00am
Droxford Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm

Fri. 17 Singing for Fun, The Stables, B/Waltham 2.00pm

Sunday 19 - Two Before Lent (Sexagesima)

Tue. 21 Drop-in coffee morning, Droxford VH 10.30–12.00
U3A: Talk: Power from the Atom 2.00pm
by Mike Hollis. The Wickham Centre 

Wed. 22 Morning prayer, Meonstoke 8.30am
Film Night: The Girl on a Train 7.30pm
Droxford Village Hall (see page10 for details)

Thu. 23 Holy Communion, Droxford 10.00am

Sunday 26 Next before Lent (Quinquagesima) 

Tue. 28 Drop-in coffee morning, Droxford VH 10.30–12.00

DISTRICT DIARY
FEBRUARY 2017

$- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -      - -       

SUNDAY SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY

Date                         Time                                 Service                                            Church

5th
Four Before Lent

12th
Three Before Lent
(Septuagesima)

19th
Two Before Lent
(Sexagesima)

26th
Next Before Lent
(Quinquagesima)

8.00am
10.30am
6.30pm

8.00am
10.30am
3.30pm

8.00am
10.00am
10.30am
6.30pm

8.00am
9.30am
10.30am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Evensong

Holy Communion (BCP)
Family Eucharist (CW)
Evensong (note new time)

Holy Communion (BCP)
Informal All-Age Service 
Matins 
Taizé

Holy Communion (BCP)
All-Age Service
Holy Communion (CW)

Droxford
Meonstoke
Exton

Meonstoke
Droxford
Corhampton

Exton
Droxford
Corhampton
Meonstoke

Corhampton
Meonstoke
Exton
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Wed. 1 Morning prayer, Meonstoke 8.30am
Look-in for coffee and chat, 10.00–12.00
St Andrew’s Church, Meonstoke
Ash Wednesday Eucharist, Corhampton 7.00pm

Thu. 2 Holy Communion, Droxford 10.00am
Fri. 3 Singing for Fun, The Stables, Bishop’s Waltham 2.00pm

Womens’ World Day of Prayer 2.00pm
St. Andrew’s Church, Meonstoke (see Page 4)

Sat. 4 Hamper Reels: The Meon Hall 7.00pm

Sunday 5 - Lent One
Messiah from Scratch St Andrew’s 7.00pm
Church, Meonstoke (Rehearsal at 5.45-6.30pm)

Tue. 7 Drop-in coffee morning, Droxford VH 10.30–12.00
U3A: A History of London; 2.00pm
a talk by Alan Inder, The Wickham Centre

Wed. 8 Morning Prayer, Meonstoke 8.30am
Corhampton & Meonstoke Parish Council 7.30pm
Meeting in The Meon Hall

Thu. 9 Holy Communion, Droxford 10.00am
MV Garden Club: Adventurous Container 7.30pm
Gardening; in The Meon Hall

Sunday 12 - Lent Two
Lent Lunch, in Droxford VH after the morning service

Mon. 13 Last copy date for April-May Bridge
Tue. 14 Drop-in coffee morning, Droxford VH 10.30–12.00

MVDFAS: Art: Freemasonry and Women 10.40am
& Beauty: in The Meon Hall
Play-reading Group: The Meon Hall 7.30pm

Wed. 15 Morning Prayer, Meonstoke 8.30am
Look-in for coffee and chat, 10.00–12.00
St Andrew’s Church, Meonstoke
Sing and Tonic, Droxford Village Hall 7.30pm

Thu. 16 Holy Communion, Droxford 10.00am
Droxford Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm

Fri. 17 Singing for Fun, The Stables, Bishop’s Waltham 2.00pm

Sunday 19 -  Lent Three

Tue. 21 Drop-in coffee morning, Droxford VH 10.30–12.00
U3A: The Polio Story 2.00pm
a talk by Tim Mason, The Wickham Centre

Wed. 22 Morning Prayer, Meonstoke 8.30am
Sir John Franklin's Lost Expedition:  6.00pm
a talk by Kit Power in The Meon Hall (see Page 15)

Thu. 23 Holy Communion, Droxford 10.00am
Sat. 25 MV Garden Club Spring Show, 2.00pm

in The Meon Hall

Sunday 26 - Lent Four  (Mothering Sunday)
British Summer Time starts (2.00am)

Tue. 28 Drop-in coffee morning, Droxford VH 10.30–12.00
MVDFAS: Study Day: Paintings - Cleaning, 10.00am
& Conservation: in The Meon Hall

Wed. 29 Morning Prayer, Meonstoke 8.30am
Film Night: A Streetcat Named Bob 7.30pm
Droxford Village Hall (see Page 10 for details)

Thu. 30 Holy Communion, Droxford 10.00am 
Droxford History Society: Droxford Heritage 7.30pm
a talk by Michael Chandler

DISTRICT DIARY
MARCH 2017

$ -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -       - - -
SUNDAY SERVICES FOR MARCH

5th
Lent One

12th
Lent Two

19th
Lent Three

22nd
Lent Four

Mothering Sunday

Date                         Time                                 Service                                            Church

8.00am
10.30am
6.30pm

8.00am
10.30am
3.30pm

8.00am
10.00am
10.30am
6.30pm

8.00am

10.30am
11.15am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Family Eucharist
Evensong

Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Evensong (note new time)

Holy Communion (BCP)
Informal All-Age Service
Matins
Taizé

Holy Communion (BCP)
- The Annunciation

Mothering Sunday Family Service
Informal Eucharist immediately 
follows

Droxford
Meonstoke
Exton

Meonstoke
Droxford
Corhampton

Exton
Droxford
Corhampton
Meonstoke

Corhampton

Exton
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We aim to support our local community by:
l Providing transport for visits to hospital, dentists, 

doctors and other health specialists: for these visits, 
contact our transport coordinators on the following 
telephone numbers: Droxford Area:- 07977 096586; 
Corhampton, Meonstoke & Exton Areas:- 07795 928065

l Giving assistance with completion of forms and
documents on a confidential basis

l Resolving both internal and external problems with 
land line telephones of the elderly when they are not 
working properly. BT Openreach must repair all 
external faults within two working days.

l Helping to register frail and elderly persons whose 
telephone is an absolute lifeline – especially those with 
an emergency alarm connected to their telephone for 
the priority repair scheme. (Note: A form must be 
signed by the person’s GP.)

l Providing a service to new arrivals in the Droxford, 
Meonstoke, Corhampton, and Exton areas with a 
welcome note and later a visit to assist them in settling
in. If you have recently arrived in one of the local 
villages and we have not been in touch, please make 
contact with the new arrivals coordinator, Za Rowe on 
01489 877732.

New volunteer drivers needed
l To help support the local community
l With a very flexible commitment – you decide 

when you drive
l To provide private transport for essential purposes such 

as hospital, dentist and doctor appointments
l Your mileage costs are covered at 40p per mile
l Over 50 local people have been taken to various

hospitals, doctors’ surgeries, dentists etc, in the past two 
years.

l If you are willing to give a little time and volunteer as
a driver, please contact our transport coordinators or 
the community care group chairman.

John Shaw Chairman. Tel: 877564

Petersfield Hospital
Swan Street, Petersfield GU32 3LB 

Tel: 01730 263221

MINOR INJURIES UNIT
Open 8.00am to 6.00pm 365 days a year

As a dedicated Minor Injuries Team, we can treat
many minor injuries for all ages including:

Cuts & Abrasions
Burns

Ear & nose injuries
Eye injuries

Foreign bodies
Head Injuries

Minor Fractures
Nose bleeds

Splinters, Sprains & Strains
If we cannot treat your injury, we will refer you to
another member of our multi-disciplinary team. 

These can include:
� Accident & Emergency Department

● Dentist
● Fracture Clinic

● General Practitioner
● Ophthalmic Optician

We have X-ray facilities Monday to Friday from 9.00am
to midday. Waiting times vary, but most patients 
are seen, treated and discharged within an hour.

Droxford & District 
Community Care Group

MEONSTOKE JUNIOR 
FOOTBALL CLUB

FOOTBALL COACHING
Saturday Mornings at The Meon Hall

4 - 6 years - 8.45 - 9.30am &   6+ years - 9.30 - 10.30am
Contact Catherine on 07818 026 733
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ACCOMMODATION & EVENTS   French Holiday Cottage 27:
Wallops Wood Cottages 28: Hill Place Events 35: 

ACCOUNTANTS & TAX ADVISERS Nicholas Ridge 37:

ANTIQUES Droxford Antiques 31:

ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES Engineering Architecture Ltd 33:

BUILDERS & BUILDING MATERIALS Steve Such (Property Maintenance) 26:
R & G Gamblin 27:  JT Carpentry & Building 29:  Steven Hurdle 30: 

KJN Home Improvements 30:  Hillman Building Services 34: 
Frontwood Ltd 37:  Peter Garber 38:  E J Goodall (Thatcher ) 40:

CARPENTERS & WOOD PRODUCTS JT Carpentry & Building 29:
Hardwood Logs 34:

CATERING Clementine Catering 36:

COMPUTERS & INTERNET  Punchedcard Ltd 29:
Chris Guenier (inside back cover):

DECORATORS, PAINTERS, & TILERS Droxford Interiors & Tiling 25:
M & J Mason 30:  Oliver’s Painting & Decorating 32: 

Ray Gent 37:  Top Marks 39: 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES, HEATING, & PLUMBING EAS 28:  Mark Oliver 29: 
R A Redman 30:  D & S Oil Tanks 33:  Hampshire Cooker Conversions 33:

Hardwood Logs 34:  Harpers of South Boarhunt 36:  
Adept Plumbing Services 40:  Alan Shawyer (inside back cover): 

G Rixon Ltd (back cover): 

DOMESTIC SERVICES PestOFF Pest Control 26:  Curtains by Mary 33:
Chimney Sweep Christian Oliver 34:  Cynthia Tester Curtains & Blinds 36:

Grange Upholstery 37: Advanced Clean (Carpet & Upholstery) 39:
Barn Store for Storage 39:

ELECTRICIANS & ELECTRICAL SERVICES  Derek Pilcher 30:
BBS Electrical Services Southern 33; Ben Tibbetts Electrical 35:

Ray Burbidge 37: Assure Electrical Ltd (inside front cover): 
G Rixon Ltd (back cover): 

ESTATE AGENTS The Country House Company 35:

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIALS Nigel Chamberlain (inside front cover):
South Downs Funeral Services 36: 

GARAGES (SERVICING) & CAR SALES Taylors Garage 25: 
Andrews Autosource 27:

GARDEN & LANDSCAPING Judit Appel Plantswoman & Gardener 33: 
Meon Valley Mowers 35:  Anita Foy Garden Design 39: 

Chapelle Chic 40:  Greenbuild Design & Construction (inside back cover):

GLASS & GLAZING Fareham Glass 34: Leydene Glass & Glazing 39:

HAIRDRESSERS The Bubble 26: Gaudion’s Hairdressing 32:

HEALTH , WELL-BEING, & OPTICIANS Foot Care (Ann-Marie Elliott) 25: 
Damson Hill Pilates & Woodland Workout 27:  Saxby’s Eyecare 28:  

Foot Health Practitioner (Karen Jordan) 30: Chiropodist (Graham Howes) 35:
Damson Hill Pilates & Woodland Workout 27:

HOME IMPROVEMENTS KJN 30:

JEWELLERS Simon Lawson 37:

LETTINGS & LAND MANAGEMENT Pimp My Paddock (back cover):

PIANO TUNING David Mathews Piano Tuner/Technician 35:

PRINTING & STATIONERY  Studio 6 (inside front cover):  The Printroom 29:

PUBLIC HOUSES The Roebuck 38:  The Shoe Inn 40:

RIDING & EQUESTRIAN Merrie Stud Riding School 26:

SCHOOLS; EDUCATION & LEARNING Valley Pre-School 25: 

SHOPS & STORES Meonstoke PO & Stores 28: 
Christina’s Shop-in-the-Square 32:  Chapelle Chic 40:

SOLICITORS MacDonald Oates 26:  Biscoes 35:  Chamberlains 36: 
Blake Morgan (back cover):

SPORT Hazelholt Floodlit Indoor Tennis Court 31:

TAXIS Hambledon Cars (inside front cover):  Gamblin Cars 38:

VETS & PETS  The Dog Room (inside front cover)
The Village Cattery 29: Shield Veterinary Centre 40:

LIST OF ADVERTISERS

If you would like to put a trade advertisement in The Bridge then please contact the Advertising Manager, see page 1 for details.

We welcome to our Parishes.......
Peter Hein, who has come from Suffolk, to 6 Pound 
Cottages, Pound Lane, Meonstoke.

Erica Perkins and James Fittall,who have come with
Harvey (age 10) and Connor (age 5), from Bishop’s
Waltham to No. 7 Bridgemead, Shavards Lane, 
Meonstoke.

From the Registers
Weddings

None
Baptisms
Exton 4th December

Daniel Rafael Bauman Corte Real
Funerals
Exton 13th December  - 

John Anthony Clark, age 70

Interment of Ashes
None
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